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BRIEFS 


ROMANIAN-BULGARIAN CHEMISTRY AGREEMENT--Sofia, 25 Jan (AGERPRES )--Todor 
Bozhinov, member of the political bureau of the CC of the Bulgarian Commun- 
ist Party, vice-chairman of the Council of Ministers of the People's Re- 
public of Bulgaria, received Mihail Florescu, minister of chemical indus- 
try, who paid a working visit to Bulgaria. During the interview, they 
disclosed new possibilities of mutually advantageous collaboration in 
chemistry, in domains of mutual interest. Working talks were conducted in 
Sofia between the Romanian and Bulgarian ministers of chemical industry 
regarding the development of collaboration and specialization in production 
in chemistry, and of the exchanges of chemicals. At the end of the talks, 
the two ministers signed a protocol comprising the agreed measures for the 
further expansion of the Romanian-Bulgarian collaboration in the chemical 
industry. [Text] [AU252030 Bucharest AGERPRES in English 1900 GMT 25 Jan 80 AU] 


CEMA AGRICULTURAL MEETING--Bucharest, 16 Dec AGERPRES--The 5lst meeting of 
the CEMA standing commission of collaboration in agriculture was held ‘ ° 
Bucharest, having been attended by delegations of the member countrie - d 
a delegation of the Socialist Federal Republic of Yugoslavia. The — 
wn ge examined the stage of works concerning the carrying out of actions 
roe special long-term programme of collaboration in agriculture and 
; ndustry. Special attention was paid to deepening the collaboration 
eis 4h ame cae ie requirements for the seeds showing a 
° portant place was held 
the questions of technical-scientific enbhchecatten, caeiaien talento we 
on the theme of this collaboration until 1985 as well as on pate. — : 
a better cooperation among the relevant research institutes. The constent 
also examined questions of collaboration in the mechanization of a ric 1- “i 
ture and silviculture, and adopted the work plan for 1980-1981 The esee 
ing passed in an atmosphere of friendship and mutual understandin {T 
[AU161845 Bucharest AGERPRES in English 1815 GMT 16 Dec 79 AU] 7 _ 
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ALBANIA 


STALIN, COMINTERN, WORKERS MOVEMENT EXAMINED 
Tirana ZERI I POPULLIT in Albanian 4 Dec 79 p 2 


[Article by Prof Sotir Manushi: "J. V. Stalin and the International 
Communist and Workers Movement" ] 


[Text] The life and activity of J. V. Stalin are closely related to the 
international comm nist and workers movement and the national liberation 
movement of oppressed peoples against imperialism. "J. V. Stalin is con- 
nected with all international communism, the proletariat and all workers 
of the world,” states the resolution of the Central Committee of the Al- 
banian Workers Party on the occasion of 100th anniversary of the birth of 
J. V. Stalin. He was one of V. I. Lenin's supporters and backers in his 
struggle to create and strengthen the Comintern. 


The strategy and tactics of the international communist movement following 
Lenin's death are based on J. V. Stalin's constant teachings and orienta- 
tions. The communist movement encountered serious difficulties when it 
was left without Lenin. The surge of the revolution was in a temporary 
lull and capitalism had entered a phase of partial and temporary stabilize 
tion. Precisely in this troubled time, the revolutionary movement of the 
proletariat had the strongest support of the Russian Bolsheviks and their 
leader, J. V. Stalin. 


J. V. Stalin, in conflict with the right-wing opportunists, the Bukharin- 
ists, who considered the capitalist stabilization permanent, argued its 
temporary and partial nature in a scientific manner. He pointed out that 
revolution knows ebb and flow, attack and retreat, and that it is waged in 
a zigzag fashion. Capitalist stabilization is an ebb tide, a temporary 
retreat of the revolution to gather its forces and launch a new revolu- 
tionary attack. These predictions of J. V. Stalin did not take long to 
take shape. 


1. V. Stalin's theses on the transitory nature of capitalist stabilization 
had a decisive significance for the determination of a correct revolution- 
ary strategy and tactics for the Comintern. 

















Based on a detailed analysis of the condition of capitalist countries fol- 
lowing World War I, J. V. Stalin was one of the first to discower the 
causes of the birth of fascism and its danger to the people, the proletar- 
iat and the revolution, and he issued his appeal for the mobilization and 
organization of the working masses, led by the proletariat, in a worldwide 
struggle against fascism. Based on these teachings of J. V. Stalin, the 
Comintern identified as the main enemy of the people fascism; the worst 
reaction and the harshest dictatorship of financial capital, and concen- 
trated all its efforts on the struggle against the fascist threat and its 
offspring, the imperialist struggle. Aside from this, J. V. Stalin made a 
significant contribution to the determination of such other elements of 
the strategy of the world communist movement as the hegemonic role of the 
proletariat, the national liberation movement of peoples in colonial and 
dependent countries, as their ally, and the exploitation of contradictions 
in the enemy's bosom. 


J. V. Stalin also attributed great significance to the correct determina- 
tion of the Comintern's tactics, forms of struggle and organization, 
strikes, demonstrations, revolutionary actions, armed struggle, struggle to 
create revolutionary trade unions, creation of a single workers front, the 
popular front and a single front of workers and working masses in colonial 
and dependent countries against fascism and the threat of war. 


J. V. Stalin participated in the meetings of Comintern commissions for the 
various communist parties, in the meetings of plenums of the Executive 
Committee of the Communist International, etc., and made important speeches 
which helped the communist parties to determine the strategy and tactics 
they would follow in their own country, according to the character of the 
revolution in each country. In this regard, J. V. Stalin started with the 
degree of development cf capitalism in various countries, on the basis of 
which the character of the revolution would be determined. According to 
J. V. Stalin's theses, the Comintern divided capitalist countries into 
three categories: "... countries with very advanced capitalism (America, 
Germany and England), countries where capitalism has reached average de- 
velopment (Poland,Russia prior to the February Revolution, etc.) and colo- 
nial countries." These divisions served J. V. Stalin to develop his 
theory on revolutions in developed and underdeveloped countries and on the 
character of revolutions according to the state of development of capital- 
ism in different countries. 


J. V. Stalin paid special attention to problems of the revolution in China. 
As is known, left-wing and right-wing groups existed in quite a few parties 
at that time. Opportunists of the left and right from various communist 
parties, including the CPSU, had penetrated the organs of the Comintern. 
These elements were trying to impose upon various communist parties an 
incorrect anti-Marxist strategy and tactics which did not take into con- 
sideration the specific conditions of various countries. J. V. Stalin 
made a great contribution in this direction by his discussions, advice and 
important speeches. He participated in this way at the meetings of the 
Comintern Commission of the CCP, he spoke several times, wrote articles, 














etc., which were especially important for the correct determination of the 
CCP strategy and tactics. In conflict with the theses of the opposition-- 
left-wing and right-wing opportunists, J. V. Stalin defined the Chinese 
revolution as a democratic, bourgeois, anti-imperialist and national liber- 
ation revolution. This is significant because, in the theses preseuted by 
the opposition, imperialist intervention in China was underestimated, the 
hegemonic role of the proletariat in the revolution was not treated right, 
the role of the army was underrated, the character of the government which 
would be established upon victory of the revolution, which was to be a 

a democratic dictatorship of the proletariat and peasantry with an anti- 
imperialist character, was incorrectly defined. Mao Tse Tung, acting in 
full defiance of the teachings of Lenin and Stalin on the proletarian re- 
volution and the dictatorship of the proletariat, abandoned the Chinese 
revolution and it never emerged from the democratic bourgeois framework. 


Comrade Enver Hoxha has noted that Mao Tse Tung and the leadership group 
in China has always been opposed to the Comintern and J. V. Stalin. This 
surely joined them in spirit with the Trotskyites and the Bukharinists. 


The Chinese revisionists and Mao Tse Tung had accused |. V. Stalin and the 
Comintern of not being cognizant of China’ conditions and, as a result, 
their orientations allegedly were incorrect and brought defeat upon the 
Chinese revolution. These accusations lack any real substance. To the 
contrary, J. V. Stalin had criticized the theses prepared by the opposi- 
tion in the Comintern precisely because they had not taken China's condi- 
tions into considereation. Scoffing the opposition, J. V. Stalin stressed 
that it "believes that the revolution in China can be directed, so to 
speak, by telegraph, on the basis of the Comintern's general principles, 
without taking into consideration the national characteristics of the 
Chinese economy, the Chinese po’itical order and Chinese customs and con- 
ditions." 


J. V. Stalin also exposed the views of the Yuguslav Communist Party leader- 
ship on their national issue, which it laid out in a reformist fashion, 
without relating it to the revolution. 


The Comintern's strategy and tactics were also based on the analysis which 
J. V. Stalin made of imperialism following World War II, the general 
crisis of capitalism, monopolistic state capitalism, etc. The general 
crisis of capitalism, J. V. Stalin pointed out, aggravated the contradic- 
tions of capitalism and hastened the creation of material premises for 
conversion from capitalism to socialism through proletarian revolution by 
force. 


In this way the Comintern, illuminated by the teachings of J. V. Stalin, 
as Comrade Enver Hoxha stressed, became “an essential organism at that 
time which made a great contribution to strengthening the revolution and 
to the victory of socialism.” A direct result of the struggle of the pro- 
letariat and peoples under the leadership of communist parties against 
fascism, imperialism and capitalism was the creation of the socialist camp 

















and the undoing of imperialism's colonial system following World War II, 
which marked the seginning of the second stage of the general crisis of 
capitalism. 


Following World War II, J. V. Stalin made a brilliant contribution to the 
strength an’ compactness of the international communist and workers move- 
ment. J. V. Stalin's teachings became the basis for the strategy and tai- 
tics of the international communist movement and contributed to the rei’~- 
forcement of the struggle against imperialism, headed by American imperiai> 
ism, and to the compactness of the socialist camp. J. V. Stalin deserves 
credit for discovering and exposing Yugoslav revisionism, the first mani- 
festation of modern revisionism in government, and for warning the inter- 
national communist movement of its danger. 


J. V¥. Stalin also made an outstanding contribution in the struggle to 
reinforce the organizational and ideological unity of communist parties 
and to Bolshevize them. 


The Trotskyites, Bukharinists and other fractionists conducted undermining 
activities not only in the Bolshevik Party of the Soviet Union but also in 
other sections of the Comintern and within the very organs of the Comintern. 
It would therefore appear from J. V. Stalin's speeches and writings devot- 
ed to sections of the Comintern that the unity of communists parties of 
various countries was his greatest concern. He had concentrated his at- 
tention especially on the communist parties of Germany, Poland, France, 
Yugoslavia and Czechoslovakia, where opportunist elements of the left and 
right were most active and where a more intensive hostile activity had 
developed. 


Based on J. V. Stalin's orientations, at its Fifth Congress the Comintern 
solidarized with the struggle of the Bolshevik Party and J. V. Stalin 
against Trotskyism in the USSR and with its designation as a "“microbour- 
geois anti-Leninist deviation” in the ranks of communist parties. Thus, 
the need to combat Trotskyism on a worldwide scale was approved. However, 
the major threat to the communist parties was right-wing opportunism. The 
Comintern, assisted by J. V. Stalin and convinced by its own experience, 
conducted affairs at its Sixth Congress with the slogan, "Struggle against 
the right block as a major danger.” 


Nevertheless, certain communist party leaders did not view the threat of 
the right as a major danger, as in the communist parties of Czechoslovakia 
and Poland, or wanted to effect a compromise with the right-wing elements, 
as in the French and German communist parties. At the same time, J. V. 
Stalin was addressing the Comintern commissions and argued that right-wing 
opportunism was indisputably the main enemy. Taking issue with criticism 
which J. V. Stalin made about certain section heads of the Comintern, 
modern revisionists of all degrees accused J. V. Stalin of interfering in 
the internal affairs of communist parties. Such accusations were made at 
that time and J. V. Stalin rejected them with indisputable facts, 

















defendiny the thesis that the Comintern was a revolutionary organization, 
a centralized international form of the world communist movement, which 
could not remain indifferent to events occurring in communist parties. 
This certainly did not mean to say that these parties did not have their 
autonomy, that the party congresses were not free to select their own 
central committees. However, it is completely wrong to draw ti.z conclu- 
sion that "the Comintern had to deny the right of the leadership...." 
Were it to do this, it would be working for the enemies of communisn, 
stressed Stalin. J. V. Stalin, as an internationalist Marxist-Leninist, 
had to have his say in the struggle against opportunism and counter- 
revolutionary elements in the other parties. 


Based on the teachings o° V. I. Lenin and J. V. Stalin, the Comintern 
played a great role in the Bolshevizing of communist parties. With the 
aid of J. V. Stalin, the communist parties of capitalist countries upheld 
Leninist principles and standards on the new type party, the reinforcement 
of party unity, democratic centralization, steellike unity within the 
party, etc. The Comintern stressed that without such a party, victory of 
the revolution and the dictatorship of the proletariat is impossible. 


J. V. Stalin was a close and dear friend of the Albanian people. At the 
time of the antifascist national liberation struggle, J. V. Stalin's name 
and deeds became for our people a symbol of the struggle and victory over 
the fascist invaders and the traitors of the country. In the difficult 
times of the first post-liberation years, as a true internationalist, 

J. V. Stalin gave the Albanian people great assistance to protect their 
rights in the international arena, to restore the country from ravages of 
the war and to build and defend socialism. 


Our party and the other Marxist-Leninist parties have defended and are 
defending J. V. Stalin from the lies of Khrushchevian, Chinese, Yugoslav 
and "Eurocommunist" revisionists. They have struggled and are struggling 
to place the distinguished figure and monumental works of Stalin where 
they belong and and will shine always as a great example of inspiration 
and a battle flag for all Marxist-Leninists of the world. 


5658 » 
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CZECHOSLOVAKIA 


AID TO CZECHOSLOVAK CHARTER 77 DISSIDENTS 
Paris LE MONDE in French 19 Dec 79, p 2 
[Article by Pavel Tigrid: "How To Help Dissidents"] 


[Tex. The following reasoning is often heard in conversations: "In the 
countries of Eastern Europe dissidence is an important matter from the cul- 
tural and social point of view, and in order to subsist it needs the full 
understanding of Westerners and their sympathetic support. But what can we 
ordinary citizens do?" Besides justifying quite comfortable inactivity, this 
opinion stems from a mi-taken idea of dissidence. Disputes, opposition, 
clandestine or even conspiratorial movements are conjured up, as are the 
partisans of reformism or revisionism, and attempts to liberalize, to human- 
ize socialism (or Marxisu). but all these things are nctions concerning 
above all the fifties and sixties. To define the phenomenon which, within 
the Soviet bloc (Cuba included), we are entering into the eighties, tiie 

talk nowadays has to be about a movement of citizens taking the initiative 
in helping themselves. 


This civic self-service differs from preceding forms of dissidence through 
its open, non-anonymous, hence in no way conspiratorial character. Its 
spokesmen, its principal militants act openly: their friends and the police 
know their names, addresses, professions, political and family backgrounds 
and their opinions. 


There is no intent in this movement either to tear down or to reform the 
regime already in place. It does not mean to prepare replacement political 
or ideological programs, and even less model societies. It does not do 

any advertising. It is clearly defensive in character. 


This defensive movement does not remain inactive. For--and this is an essen- 
tial element--it creates for its own use replacement communities (polis) 
within a blocked and immovable society; in other words it forms independent 
structures alongside those which have the benefit of the official label of 
which it has no knowledge. For. while this movement may remind the autho- 
rities of their duties, it does not expect that they will fulfill them all 
that soon. It counts only on its own resources in all of the key sectors 

of existence. 














Thousands of Targets 


Today such movements exist in all countries of the Soviet bloc, the most 
active being those of Poland, USSR, and Czechoslovakia. Their activity is 
not “elitist”; it is an attempt to rise above reality, not flee from it. 


For the power in force they represent not one but thousands of targets: 

for each polis that is neutralized or destabilized another--often others-- 
are formed at once to give evidence of their vitality and continuity. They 
are oriented principally towards the rising generations, and in the midst 
of the system's intellectual and moral slump young people more and more are 
finding in them the meaning of existence. They offer “here and now" re- 
placement solutions indiscriminately to any and everybody: whoever so 
desires can seize this opportunity. And, as if miraculously, live freely 
in a country without freedom. 


Therein lies the principal reason for the growing popularity of movements 

of civic initiative in the systems of the Brezhnev era. They affect a much 
greater number of persons than it might seem at first glance. In Poland, 

for example, there exist fully thirty "parallel" publications which reach 

a circulation figure estimated to be around 50,000. Each issue is read 

by ten, sometimes a hundred people. There is also an independent printing- 
plant administered by a group of free Polish trade-unionists. In Czecho- 
slovakia, the "parallel" editor of Edice Petlice (Padlocked Editions) alone-- 
other similar series exist in the country--has already produced in «the 

space of five years about 150 titles. 


How can men and women who live in pluralistic, open societies contribute 
effective support? 


The civic initiative movement runs the risk of being cut off from the rest 
of the world; oligarchical power is d.ing everything possible to isolate 
it. Now not a week ever passes that a deic7ation from Western Europe 
(governmental, parliamentary, unionist, cultui12l, sports, university or 
cooperative) does not make a trip to such and such a country of "real 
socialism." At Christmas time, at Easter, and on the occasion of other 
holidays or long weekends thousands of tourists, above all young people 
from France, England, Germany and Scandinavia, sweep across these same 
countries. Let just a fraction of these visitors go to see two or three 
defenders of civil rights with whom they feel they have affinities or 
interests in common--whether it be a matter of economics or ecology, social 
security or Franz Kafka--and that will be the end of the isolation. 


A further example: discrimination at the place of work and illegal layoffs, 
dictated by political motives, are a particularly treacherous way of per- 
secuting the adepts of civic initiatives. What is there to keep the com- 
mon partisans of the TUC, the CGT or the CFDT from mobilizing their union 
leaders to protest against these intolerable pressures on means of exis- 
tence? Or from securing supportive contacts with workers who have founded 











parallel independent unions in Poland, the USSR and Romania--and, if needs 
be, from drawing practical consequences from the refusal which may eventually 
be put up against relations of this kind? Moreover, would it not be to the 
advantage of the detente if, at the istigation of their constituents, the 
members of the parliamentary or governmental delegations visiting Moscow, 
Warsaw or Bucharest, were, themselves too, to meet, in addition to their 
official hosts, the spokesmen of the local movement of civic initiative? 


For legal contacts among citizens of all the countries of Europe numerous 
possibilities exist as stipulated under the heading of "free circulation 
of people and ideas" of the Final Act of Helsinki of 1975. They have not 
been used advantageously where Western Europe is concerned. Sometimes for 
the simple reason that people gave up as soon as the first obstacle was 
encountered, whereas a little patience and ingenuity would have made it 
possible to obtain good results. That is by providing a dissident with a 
job opportunity (the publication of his manuscript, the acquisition of his 
unofficial works of art, a fellowship). 


Certain persons sometimes express fear of compromising che militants of 
Eastern Europe by "contacts with the West."" Now * has been proven many 
times that, on the contrary, these contacts and ac.ions are just what 
protects active supporters of the civic initiative moment most effectively 
from the worst, if not from the evil itself. All of them have confirmed 
it: the more their fate has stirred up emotion and publicity in the West, 
the more they have been the central point of interest among Western per- 
sonalities and organizations (above all leftist), the more they have felt 
safe and out of the reach of repression. This ray of light, turned on 

the darkness of the anonymity which best suits oppressors of all times 

and places, has saved certain dissidents from prison; for others it has 
lessened daily sufferings in a camp; for still others it has ended up bring- 
ing a passport for departure to another country. 





Our action and help must achieve their purpose immediately, not after the 
event, when such and such a parallel activity has already been stricken by 
repression and those who participated in it have been dispersed. When the 
"flying universities" in Poland need books--or a French specialist for a 
lecture--it would be good to satisfy them without delay. When the musi- 
cians of the Czechoslovakian underground cruelly lack recordings, it is 
hard to see why western amateurs’ clubs could not supply some to them. 

When students of the GDR cannot travel abroad because of a lack of strong 
currency, parallel groups in the West (obviously the term can also be per- 
fectly applicable to reciprocal actions) could take care of the invitation. 


Parallel structures, which from now on will insure a worthie~, freer life 
in countries called socialist, would thus be consolidated. And their pro- 
moters would derive from them the confirmation of that which is dearest to 
their hearts, nam ly, that they are not alone, that they are known to the 
world, that they . ave friends everywnere, and that solidarity--well, it 
exists in spite ot everything. 


0408 
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CZECHOSLOVAKIA 


CHANGES IN CSSR EDUCATIONAL SYSTEM 
Introduction of Technical Subjects 
Prague UCITELSKE NOVINY in Czech No 42, 22 Nov 79 pp 1, 3 


[Text] Six months have passed since the Statewide Teacher's Conference 

[CKU] , which not only evaluated the positive things we have achieved 

along the whole pedagogical front during socialist construction, but also 
outlined explicit prospects for the implementation of the party's educational 
policy, which is anchored in the resolution of the 15th CPCZ Congress and in 

the document concerning the future development of the Czechoslovak instructional- 
educational system. This important statewide conference marked an intensive 
beginning and the concentration of the maximum efforts of all pedagogical 

workers on the quality fulfillment of the tasks of the implementation program. 


The gradual introduction of professional training courses into the content of 
gymnasial education is one of the fundamental problems of curriculum re- 
structuring at the gymnasium to which the conference devoted its attention. 

If the secretary of the CPCZ Central Committee, comrade Josef Havlin, in his 
major report at the CKU, emphasized that "by an intensification of the role of 
polytechnical and professional training at the gymnasium and the general edu- 
cation elements of training at secondary professional schools and secondary 
professional training institutes we are creating the conditions for the gradual 
functional and curricular convergence of all three tracks of our secondary 
schools", then he underscored by this the characteristic mark of a new concept 
of gymnasial education, the curricular-structural conversion cf which is far 
from only a pedagogical question, but one having far-reaching politico-social 
import. 


In the new conception of gymnasial education the internal connections between 

a general polytechnical education and pertinent professional experience are 

more conspicuous at the same time that a more intensive secondary generai 
polytechnical education and the fundamentals of professional training, together 
with systematically conducted professional orientation, create favorable pre- 
conditions for the more efficient adaptability, and higher level of preparation, 
of graduates of this type of school for college study as well as immediate entry 
into a practical vocation. In the introduction of professional training 
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courses we are respecting the development of the interests and abilities of 
young people as well as the requirements of our socialist society for the 
training of workers who are able, immediately after successfully completing a 
graduation examination, a part of which is composed of subjects of profession- 
al relevance, to join, fully qualified, the work process in various sectors of 
our national economy. We would like to emphasize that in this new conception 
of instruction and education in the gymnasium we are anticipating the require- 
ments of our society for the preparation of our younger generation for work 
and life in socialism and communism. After all, the boys and girls who are 
today studying and working in classrooms, laboratories and workshops will be 
at their most productive age at the turn of the millennium. They are the 

ones who will realize, and shape in practice, the demanding tasks which we 
today can only foresee. If we are talking of the entrance of the scientific- 
technical revolution into all areas of our life, then the next 50 years will 
be marked by still more rapid scientific-technical progress, the true 
implementors of which will be the people who we are preparing today in school. 


The restructuring of the curriculum of gymnasial education in the spirit of 

the document means an intensive, qualitatively new approach not only to the 
very content of the subject matter, but especially to the function of the 
gymnasium within the secondary school system and within the whole instructional- 
educational system. Professional training courses which integrate a general 
secondary polytechnical education and a specific professional education have 
been experimentally introduced, as a new curricular element, at a chosen sample 
of gymnasiums since the 1972-73 academic year. Over the years these schools 
have gained valuable experience and have become the first implementors, and 
lately also the methodologists in the introduction of professioani training 

at additional gymnasiums. 


In the current academic year professional training courses are already being 
taught at ninety-nine gymnasiums in the Czech Socialist Republic. The number 
of schools which will gradually introduce this educational program, according 
to a schedule, is increasing and with this the difficulty increases of the 
timely and planned creation of the conditions for their training. This is not 
an easy task and requires the close cooperation of all interested parties. We 
must be aware that it is a question of a whole complex of issues which are the 
more pressing, the earlier the school will introduce professional training 
courses. From the whole, broad palette of tasks related to the introduction 
of a nationwide, unified conception of professional training courses we shall 
direct our attention to those which are predominant at each stage: the funda- 
mantals of general professional training (ZVOP) in the first and second years, 
and elective groups of professional subjects in the third and fourth gymnasium 
years. 


The teacher has a key assignment in the fulfillment of the tasks and goals of 
professional training courses. His ideological maturity and professional 
knowledge, but also his production experience and pedagogical tact, are in- 
dispensible prerequisites for making the theoretical and practical aspects of 
these subjects interesting and attractive for students. Those actually 
teaching professional training courses, whether they are already regular 
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members of the teaching staff at the gymnasiums or continuing education 
instructors from the factories and operational practice, are the ones who 
enable young people at this type of school to become familiar in theory as 
well as in practice, with the fundamentals of a specific branch of production, 
who open the doors for them to the world of technology, production and social 
relationships, who first introduce them to actual practice. 


The Statewide Teacher's Conference justly underscored the indispensible role 

of the teacher in a socialist school and from the resolutions of this inm- 
portant conference stem as well demanding goals for the work of teachers of 
professional courses at the gymnasium many of whom are basically novice 
teachers in the sense that they are only learning pedagogical work. They are 
the ones who we must systematically help at school, direct methodologically, 
and whose pedagogical education we must take care to supplement. Many gym- 
nasiums have already, ahead of time, attracted capable engineers from industry 
as teachers of professional courses, who are now regular memebers of the 
teaching staff. Experience speaks for the fact that these people have become 
not only good pedagogues, but that they have helped to "technologize" an often 
surviving humanistic atmosphere in schools, that they direct course committees, 
that they share, due to their experience in industry, in the application of the 
polytechnical principle in the instruction of general education courses and 
have a significant effect on the development of student interest in technolog- 
ical and agricultural fields, in this way shaping their professional aspirations 
in accordance with the demands of society. 


We are aware that the interest of gymnasium graduates in the college level 
study of technical fieids is much lower than demanded by our national economy. 
More encouraging is the reality that from one year to the next the number of 
gymnasium graduates with professional training who decide to study at some 
technical college is increasing, as documented by the experience of the Dvorak 
gymnasium in Kralupy nad Vltavou, where in the 7 years since the introduction 
of professional restructuring the number of such applicants has grown from the 
original 18 percent in 1972 to 65 percent in the last school year. Similarly, 
the gymnasium in Prague 9, on the People's Militia Square, ranks first this 
year among the 21 Prague schools in the number of graduates registered at 
colleges with a technical orientation. 


A significant part in the orientation of gymnasium students to technical 

fields is played not only by the purposeful influence of the school, but also 
by its close cooperation with factories, whose works, as well as continuing 
education teachers of professional courses and the instructors for the students' 
operational practice, develop in the young people a true interest in technology 
and production and are successful in winning them over to them. 


The positive influence of the introduction of professional training courses 
on the future direction of collegiate studies is documented by recent data 
from gymnasiums with professional training where students have already 
completed a graduation examination on single elective groups of professional 
courses. For example, almost 80 percent of gymnasium graduates with a base 
in the machine tool industry have chosen this or a related direction for 
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their collegiate studies, 36.1 percent of those with a base in electrical 
engineering even enrolled in the very same field in college as in the gymnasium, 
68.4 percent of those with a base in civil engineering, 64.3 percent of those 
with a base in agriculture, and even 90 percent of those with the fundamentals 
of programming. For the time being we may speak of the results of the work at 
the sample of schools at which professional training courses have been taught 
since 1972. But even these determinations, even though it is for now impos- 
sible to fully generalize them, are very significant particularly from the 

point of view of the direct practical application of gymnasium graduates. The 
possibility of attaining, on the basis of successfully completed graduation 
examinations in professional course, the legally recognized qualification for 
the performance of selected work activities in the production branches of 

various sectors of our national economy has lowered, in accordance with a 
society-wide trend, the interest of gymnasium graduates with professional 
training in additional study at setondary professional schools by a factor 

of almost three in comparison with graduates of shools where these courses 

have not yet been introduced. From this it clearly follows that even the second 
goal of a gymnasium education, which this project emphasizes, i.e., the provi- 
sion of the fundamentals of professional training for direct entry into the 
work force, is being fulfilled. 


One of the important contributions of the influence of engineer-technicians 

as teachers at school has been the development of cooperation of the gym- 
nasiums with production and other socialist organizations, not only in the 
implementation of student excursions to various operations, but especially in 
the assurance of the organization and content of student operational experience, 
which is an inseparable component of professional training courses. Direct 
Student participation in the work process involved in the fulfillment of a 
factory's production goals, cooperation within a collective of workers in a 
given section, an acquaintance with a factory's production process, all are 
indispensible factors in the instruction of the younger generation, gymnasium 
Students who are essentially leaving the school building for the first time 
and are getting acquainted with production, with real life, in the course of 
their own productive work. Teachers of professional courses and the leading 
professors of polytechnical and professional education at the gymnasium must 
play an important part right here; in the preparation of the agreements 
concerning mutual cooperation between school and factory, in the working 

out of a schedule for the inclusion of students at specific work places, in 
establishing their curriculum, the assurance of pedagogical direction, the 
evaluation of their work, etc. A number of practical examples, when the 
management of an enterprise has truly met a school half way and comprehended 
an active part in the instruction and education of gymnasium youth as its 
responsibility, attest to the good development of contacts between factories 
and gymnasiums. We are convinced that in the spirit of party documents, of 
resolution number 29/78 of the presidium of the CSSR Government and of the 
government principles concerning the organization and guaranteeing of 
practical experience for students of gymnasiums, professional schools and 
secondary professional schools, which were approved by the presidium of the 
CSSR Government on 24 July 1979 under number 206, the cooperation of pro- 
ductive industrial and agricultural factories, cooperatives, service enter- 
prises and other socialist organizations with those gymnasiums with professional 
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training programs will develop to a level such as the one achieved, for 
example, by a school in Mlada Boleslav with the Automobile Works National 
Enterprise (AZNP), concern enterprise; by a gymnasium in Prerove with the 
Prerov Machine Tool Works, national enterprise and with the Buk United 
Agricultural Cooperative, holder of the Order of Labor; by a Moravskobude- 
jovice gymnasium with a local facotry, the Kralovopolske Machine Tool Works, 
and the Lacrum national enterprise; by the Kepler gymnasium in Prague 6, 
rarlerova street, with the Czechoslovak-Soviet Friendship United Agricultural 
Cooperative in Chyne and the URV [Institute for Rationalization of Production] 
Central Committe in Prague 6, Ruzyne; by a Pelhrimov school with the local 
Agrostroj, etc. 


Serious tasks await us in the area of the development of cooperation between 
gymnasiums and factories. There are still many schools which have not yet 
succeeded in establishing contact with productive factories and agricultural 
cooperatives, which have not succeeded in overcoming initial difficulties 
or are for the time being waiting because they will introduce professional 
training in a few years. It is therefore necessary to consider the situation 
by region and locality, with adequate regionalization in the introduction of 
elective groups of professional courses which respect both short-term and 
prospective requirements of production, cooperatives and services for the 
training of qualified workers, and to create conditions so that the teaching 
of professional courses at each gymnasium has its own production complement, 
constituted on the basis of the above mentioned long-term agreements con- 
cerning school-factory cooperation. 


This informal] alliance of school with life and learning with production has, 
to be sure, its center of gravity in the professional training course, but 

is far from limited to them alone. The first experiences with a truly complex 
conception of this project were articulated as well in the delegate contribu- 
tions at the April statewide conference of our pedagogical workers. In 
addition to the expert performance of instruction, tactory workers assist 
patron enterprises in the physical establishment of the professioanl labora- 
tories of the gymnasium; of the many examples as shall cite that of the help 
of the Prerov Machine Tool Works in the construction and outfitting of new 
spaces at the local gymnasium,; they provide the school with assistance and 
apparatus of various kinds; they enable the school to carry out the practical 
training of students in professional courses at their own places of work, they 
arrange for tutors for the final, independent student projects on production 
related themes and provide the authors of these studies with the possibility 
of conducting experiments right in an equipped factory, they send their own 
reports to conferences on secondary professional activities. The number 

of factory workers cooperating with a school is expanding. Members of 
socialist work brigade collectives are beginning to engage in schocl 
instructional-educational work, at a number of schools cooperation is 
expanding between the Basic Organizations of the Union of Socialist Youth, 
hobby clubs and sport clubs of schools and factories. We could speak more 
about factory workers who lead technical hobby clubs at a gymnasium, to date 
unfortunately only rarely, and about members of the Society for Scientific 
Technology who support the founding of branches of this society at schools 


with the intention of developing student interest in technical fields. 
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If we want a factory to help a school, then the school must also help the 
factory. Our gymnasiums can, with their qualified personnel, strengthen 
teaching in factory labor schools and assist in cultural enrichment and 
excursion activities, while students contribute their share to the ful- 
fillment of the planned goals of the factory and with top quality agricul- 
tural work within the framework of summer activity, etc. 


In papers at the Statewide Teacher's Conference there was also discussion 

of the cooperation of gymnasiums with secondary professional schools and 
secondary professional training institutes. Right here, in the area of 
professional training, they can significantly assist, not only with personnel 
and materials, but also with their extensive pedagogical and administrative 
experience, in the implementation of this demanding project. The effective 
development of such cooperation is shown by the examples of the cooperation 
of tne Pardubice gymnasium and Secondary Electrotechnical! Industrial School 
with the Chemical Technical College, and of a school in Holice, which 
established contacts with the professional training centers of Czechoslovak 
Automobile Transportation and of Chepo, of SZTS [Technical Agricultural 
Secondary School] in Bohunice which cooperates with the Konevova street 
gymnasium in Brno. These examples represent sume of the contributions to the 
gradual convergence of all three tracks of secondary education which it is 
necessary to implement in the whole network of secondary schools in our 
republic. 


Let us therefore utilize these initiatives in our further work, let us learn 
from those schools which have not only understood the principles of the 
curricular restructuring of gymnasial education, but have implemented them 

in practice. Party and professional organs and organizations, the education 
departments of Regional National Committees, pedagogical research institutes, 
the UUVPP [Centc - for Pedagogical Research and Planning] regional pedagogical 
institutes, the State Pedagogical Publishing House, the Komenium national 
enterprise as well as additional institutions and of course parents now play 
and will continue to play a significant part in the fulfillment of this 
demanding task, The task of all workers in the educational sector is to win 
over the administration and workers of enterprises and factories, services and 
other socialist organizations to active participation in the fulfillment of 
the tasks stemming from the document concerning the future development of the 
Czechoslovak instructional-educational system, and from the CKU for the imple- 
mentation of a new conception of the gymnasium, the characteristic mark of 
which is the introduction of professional training courses into its curriculum 
We are aware that only with the effective and systematic help of other 
production sectors will we be able to realize this curricular restructuring 

of gymnasium education, which itself stems from the ever increasing require- 
ments for the training of the younger generation for creative work and for 
active participation in social activities in a sociaiist society. 


Experimental High Schools 
Prague TRIBUNA in Czech No 50, 12 Dec 79 pp 4, 5 


[Text] In accordance with the needs of the national economy, both national 
ministries of education discussed, as early as 1974, the prospects for the 
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development of departments of economics and selected six secondary schools 

of economics at which experimental teaching was introduced, beginning in the 
1975-1976 academic year. This was then intensified and expanded in accordance 
with the project for the future development of the Czechoslovak instructional- 
educational system. The secondary school of economics in Hodin is one of 
the chosen schools, a school with a rich 60-year tradition. But most of all 
we were interested in the current experiences with the experiment and how the 
teachers themselves view the new content of a curriculum tailored to 
contemporary demands. 


Josef Albrecht: Our school has become a research institution since the 
beginning ot the 1975-76 school year. Instructional programs are being 
tested here which will apply to other schools of economics beginning in 1983. 
Understandably, there are many problems in connection with this. as for 
examp!e the construction of a specialist classroom for computer technology 
where modern computers will be placed, including the ADT 43 32 automatic mini- 
computer, the overall upgrading of school capacity, etc. 


All of the workers of the school, which became, due to its success in 
politico-instructional work, bearer of the title Collective of the Fiftieth 
Anniversary of the Founding of the CPCZ, are prepared to overcome the pro- 
blems which have arisen, with the help of party and state organs and in close 
cooperation with the industrial enterprises of the city and region, in such 
a way that the school truly contributes to the development of professional 
education in this country, in accordance with the resolution of the 15th CPCZ 
Congress. 


Engineer, Doctor of Law Jaroslav Pospisil: We find ourselves in basically 
the same situation which confronted developed societies at the turn of the 
present century, when the industrial revolution had peaked. Theoreticians 
and practicians of that time saw a way out in the adaptation of man to the 
machine. We also are forced to do the same thing, but here there is a funda- 
mental qualitative difference: then the machines were working, productive 
while today they are managing, electronic computing machines which have 
penetrated all levels of management systems. This states the matter very 
simply, but it is a question of the penetration into the management of all 
processes in the life of a socialist society. Clearly, economic education 

is logically drawn into this transformation, because it is connected with the 
economic, management and information2l areas in which all of the pressures, 
regardiess of their origin, manifest themselves earliest and most definitively. 


In these circumstances demands also change for the education of economic 
workers. They must be trained as specialists and as citizens of a socialist 
society which faces great tasks precisely in the economic sphere. After all, 
graduates of secondary econonic schools are active in all branches of the 
national economy, their acitivity reaches as well into social and administra- 
tive areas, new theoretical economic disciplines arise and are developed, 
etc., etc. There is a large number of influencing factors. The current 
situation is such that the subject matter of the professional element is 
dispersed in a number of courses and the students thus obtain a smattering 

of knowledge, from which they can only with difficutly shape a comprehensive 
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conception of the economics of an enterprise. For the most part they 
understand it only from the viewpoint of one course or another. Specific 
modifications are being introduced at the experimental schools. Of the 
original courses political economy and economic policy, among others, are 
retained unchanged and new courses are being introduced; the inforamtional 
system of the enterprise, computer technology and fundamentals of management. 
An additional new course has also been created which represents a signif cant 
innovation in the current development of economic education, exercises in 
economics. 


New conceptions of the graduation examination have been tested in the past 
and the current academic year. In professional courses the examinations 

are made up of the fundamentals of management and the informational system 
of the enterprise. The complex approach to graduation and the four-year 
influrence on the thinking of the students is supposed to appear here as well. 


Engineer Vaclav Tousek and Engineer Eva Havelkova: The factual content of 

the subject matter of the "Exercises in Economics" course comes primarily 

from three newly introduced fundamental professional courses. They are created 
practice problems, for the solution of which it is always necessary to utilize 
the knowledge and skills from several courses at once. Thematically they 
encompass important enterprise activities: the inventorying of economic re- 
sources; the calculation of stocks and deliveries, wages and productive 
activity; accounting; enterprise financial management and the like. When 

the problems are assigned students are divided into six groups in such a way 
that the work of one group depends on that of another. 


The first year of teaching this course is behind us. It was necessary during 
the year to overcome a number of difficulties caused by a lack, during the 
first quarter, of textbooks for thestudent and furthermore because it was 

a question of a new method of work with which thestudent and to a certain 
extent the teachers and no experience. At the present time the main short- 
comings have already been elimiated (for example as far as textbooks are 
concerned) and the existing experience constitute a good starting point for 
future work, 


Engineer Oldrich Skrobak: The upgrading of the teaching process and 
communist instruction requires as well the fulfillment of pertinent material 
and personnel conditions, i. e. the construction of specialty classrooms, 
their outfitting with appropriate apparatus and a constant upgrading of the 
work of the instructional workers. To this is also related efforts of the 
school administration in cooperation with course commissions, fundamental 
organizations of the CPCA, factory committees of the Revolutionary Trade- 
Union Movement and other social organizations. Results so far inclued the 
modernization of the lecture room for instruction in chemistry, product 
science, physics and mathematics, the introduction of audio-visual technology, 
a computer technology laboratory, and other projects. 


Our attempts at the best possible outfitting of the school with audio-visual 
aides, instrmentation and appratus, within given economic constraints, stems 
from the recognition that the intensification and development of the desired 
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traits and abilities of graduates takes place over the whole period of 
studies in all courses, that it is a long term and gradual process. It 
requires the upgrading not only of the formal aspect of teaching but also 
of the practical activities of the students, the unification of school with 
pracitce, for only in this way can we employ instruction and education 
as true communistic training of the young person. 


It is scarcely possible in a few lines to describe the whole problematics 

of the Hodin Secondary School of Economics in its current experimental form. 
It was not chosen arbitrarily for the experiment, but with a view to its 
six decades of experiences which are here passed on from generation to 
generations. The creed of the whole teaching staff for future years was 
formulated by the director of the school, engineer Vit Uher: "The govern- 
mental project for the modernization of teaching in the framework of the 
future: development of our instructional-educational system has become the 
clear concern of us all. Our school has been, is and always wants to be a 
participant in that which brings progress to all those who will, in the 
coming decades, influence the economic development of our socialist society. 


Overall Educational Problems, Goals 
Prague RUDE PRAVO in Czech 17 Dec 1979 pp 1, 2 


[Text] At a time of a scientific-technical revolution 
education is one of the decisive factors in the further 
social and economic development of a society. However, 

a number of statistical indicators suggest that the 
position of the CSSR is not favorable from the viewpoint 
of the educational level and qualification structure 

of workers. In more than one of the indicators we cccupy 
even the last place in comparision with CEMA countries 
and there even exist differences between the CSR and 

the SSR. 


For instance, there is a differential of 0.2 percent to 

the detriment of the Czech Socialist Republic in the share 

of college educated specialists in the total work force. 

The principles, goals and tasks contained in the document 

"The Future Development of the Czechoslovak Education System," 
which fully reflects the most recent scientific discoveries 

and the needs of multifaceted social development, are directed 
at the elimination of all these shortcomings and to the signifi- 
cant improvement of the overall situation. The implementation 
of this document is not, however, easy and requires the over- 
coming of more than one obstacle. This was also the subject of 
our interview with the deputy minister of education of the CSR, 
Engineer Josef Posrouzek. 


[Question] Comrade deputy, what problems must our educational system solve 
at the present time? 
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[Answer] As in all branches of the nationa) economy, education is also very 
sharply influenced by the consequences of a tight work force balance. In 
recent years the number of pupils and students at all types of schools has 
grown sharply in accordance with the educational goals of the CPCZ educational 
policy. It is obvious that th: current number of teachers will not be able 
to assure quality instruction. An increase in the educational level of the 
CSSR is truly one of the fundamental prerequisites of the social and economic 
developuent of our society. And therefore it is i1.ot permissable that the 


large increases in numbers of pupils and students in future years be accompanied 


by a disproportionately smaller increase of teachers and the other workers 

in schools and educational operations. It is of course possible to make do 
for a certain amount of time with conservation measures, the rationalization 
of organization and administration, excess hours for teachers, the assistance 
of retired teachers and such measures. We must however, recognize that the 
role of teacher in the whole system of communist instruction is indispensible 
and that his position will be ever more significant. 


Problems also exist in the area of capital investment. Construction projects 
are not supplied with the necessary number of workers, contracto:s do not 
fulfill agreed upon and contracted work volumes and construction deliveries 
in particular years, and the completion of projects is delayed. This is 
evident both in a shortage of college level educationa! space and in the 

area of social services, particularly in the area of student housing possi- 
bilities. This situation is being resolved in the Sixth Five-Year Plan with 
construction of dormitories within the framework of complex apartment 
construction. 


The recent past has seen a significant improvement, particularly in the 
construction of day care centers. Nevertheless, there could be, in a number 
of cases (particularly in Prague), a greater degree of participation by 
non-educational organizations, especially by large enterprises. By the 

same token, enterprises should share in additional construction at established 
secondary professional training institutes, where there is insufficient 
capacity. Of the other types of schools, it is necessary to pay greater 
attention to the construction of gymnasiums, the building of which has been 
neglected for a number of years. 


An important element of our instructional-educational system is the training 
of youth for working professions. The major problem areas are related to 

its curricular and organizational restructuring. In order, however, for this 
qualitatively new type of secondary school to satisfactorily fulfill its 
function, the necessary personnel and material conditions for this must be 
gradually created. This is the important task of the general directorates 

of economic production units, regional national committees and competent 
central organs. 


[Question] How do you evaluate the utilization of education in practice? 


[Answer] The practical usefulness of graduates is the final criterion of the 
effectiveness of the instructional-education work of the schools and the 
Ministry of Education, along with selected schools, devotes considerable 
attention to this issue. 

















The situation, however, is not totally satisfactory. Generally it is possible 
to state that social practice, and particularly enterprises, insufficiently 
utilize the education of graduates and their professional specialization, 

and do not stimulate their further education. It follows from recent stacis- 
tical research that there continues to be a large number of positions, 
described as requiring collegiate qualifications, which are filled by workers 
with a lower educational level. 


The insufficient attention paid by several enterprises to the improvement of 
the qualification structure of their workers and to the utilization of college 
and secondary school graduates basically signifies a devaluation of the con- 
siderable expenditures which society devotes to education. This lack of 
attention is demonstrated, among other things, by the low quality of the 
long-term plans of needs for graduates of particular schools and departments, 
which have been worked out by different economic sectors. 


[Question] What do you consider to be the reasons for the lack of interest 
in study at technically oriented colleges in relation to those with a humanistic 
orientation? 


[Answer] I think that there are a number of them. The principal one <an 
be considered to be the negative effect of technology, especially on the 
environment and a resulting undervaluation and aversion on the part of youth 
towards technology; lack of training for study and lack of information con- 





cerning study at college level technical schools and concerning the possibilities 


of the usefulness of graduates in practice; the rigorousness of the studies 
and not least certain problems in collective and personal work with college 
graduates at factories. Nevertheless, it is possible to say that the lack 
of interest in studies at technical colleges is relative. In comparison 
with universities we discover that unfavorable reiationships (target numbers 
exceeding number of applicants) exist only in a few groups of technical 
departments, especially the mechanical and the metallurgical. At the same 
time, at present it is also possible to note with satisfaction a favorable 
trend in interest in study in these areas, especially in the mechanical 
engineering department of the Czech Institute of Technology in Prague. The 
reasons for these favorable changes are to be found in the systematic propa- 
gational and popularizational efforts of all technical colleges, in approved 
social measures (stipend policy) and in the steps taken by the machine tool 
and metallurgical industries to assure the quaiification struciure of their 
workers. 


[Question] Is there a certain imbalance in the interest in education in 
different fields by area or region? How can this problem be resolved? 


[Answer] Such a problem exists especially in several regions and enterprises 
where production has developed significantly, and also where proper attention 
has not been devoted to the securing, transferral and further education of 
collegiately trained personnel in conjunction with the development of science 
and technology. The overcoming of this unfavorable conditica, which relates 
to a great extent to the machine tool industry and to metallurgy, deperiis 

on a number of factors. At present, an active personnel policy of those 
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enterprises and regions which suffer from a lack of qualified specialists is 
decisive in securing a quick solution to this problem. Decisive from the 
long-term viewpoint, however, is the consistent fulfillment of high quality 
personnel plans by enterprises and sectors, the relationships of these plans 
to college capabilities and the active participation of enterprises, sectors 
and regions in promoting studies in the respective disciplines. 


At the present time the realized restructuring of the curriculum of college 
studies is creating favorable conditions for successful cooperation between 
colleges and enterprises. It permits the training of graduates according to 
differentiated study plans and in a narrow direction within the field according 
fo the requirements of enterprises: when combined with an effective stipend 
policy, the conditions are being .reated for securing the entry of graduates 
into entervrises and regions of society-wide importance. The concrete 
experiences of colleges, for example of the Czech Institute of Technology in 
Prague or the Banska College in Ostrava, and of factories fully confirm the 
advantageousness and efficiency of this cooperation. 


[Question] How is work progressing «nm long-term prospects for educational 
development? 


[Answer] The long-term outlook is actually the official name for a long-term 
plan. We are working out, in accordance with the methodological suggestions 
of the highest planning organs of the CSR and CSSR, proposals foi a sectoral 
overview of educational development to the year 2000. At present we have at 
our disposal two fundamental prognostic studies of college development which 
cover a period ending after the year 2000. This is not an unusual time span 
if we consider that, for instance, a 1980 college graduate will be socially 
active for at least 35 years. 


We must therefore attempt to grasp development trends in science and technology 
and the conditions under which our graduates will function in practice and 
thereby return to society the investment expended on their professional 
training. At the same time we have to know society-wide needs and requirements 
for specialists, the social possibilities and resources, population development 
and additional information so that we can prepare a truly objective proposal 
for the smooth and proportional development of all aspects of education and 

the securing of its personnel, economic and material-technical needs. 


Projects related to the long-term development of elementary and secondar~ 
schools are progressing successfully in cooperation with regional national 
committees. 


We consider projection work to be very essential, we shall improve and 
support it in all ways. 


[Question] Can you propose some concrete development goal for the year 
2000? 














[Answer] An important task of future development is to achieve by the year 
2000 a 10 percent share of college graduates in the total work force and 
simultaneously to equalize the differentials in both republics. Continuing 
education, which has severely stagnated in recent years, must help us in 
this, as must an increase in the efficiency of the instructional-educational 
process and additional measures. I would also like to emphasize, however, 
the dialectical relation between quality and quantity. In establishing 
measurable, quantitative goals we are not forgetting the qualitative aspects 
of instruction and education; the content, methodology, organization and forms 
of instruction which are an inseparable component of all conceptions of 
educational development. 
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CZECHOSLOVAKIA 


PROVINCIAL PRESS ON ROLE OF TRADE UNIONS 

ROH Commissions Counsel, Mediate 
Ceske Budejovice JIHOCESKA PRAVA in Czech 6 Dec 79 p 3 
[Article ny Emanuel Sramek] 


[Text] The legal position of trade unions in our society and their direct 
participation in labor-law relations demonstrates great confidence. One 
example is the legalization of the Labor Code of 1975 which, in accordance 
with the resolutions of the 8th all trade union congress, entrusted to the 
trade unions a significant task: To solve labor disputes directly in 
plants. According to this provision which is part of the Labor Code, labor 
disputes are reviewed and decided by review commissions which are organs 

of the ROH basic organizations. Thus the decision on labor disputes 

is shifted to the immediate vicinity of their origin. 


Tabor Okres was one of those okreses which established a number of review 
commissions as far back as 1975. The jurisdiction of these commissions has 
been fully developed. Today, there are 27 such commissions in large plants. 
The work of these commissions is undoubtedly a great contribution to the 
Strengthening of socialist legality in labor-law relations. After all, 

by the end of last year these commissions had reviewed over 200 cases, most 
of them in commercial organizations. In these organizations the review 
commissions in most instances deal with disputes concerning compensation 
for damages caused to the organizations by their employees, namely, with 
the so-called shortages. However, there are often cases of disciplinary 
proceedings, compensation for labor accidents, transfer or reassignment of 
workers. 


The task of the review commissions is not only to decide disputes. Recently, 
efforts to prevent disputes have been high on the agenda. For this reason 
already 8 plants in the okres have introduced regular counselling services. 
It is true that the questions asked by workers belong more properly under 

the rubric of civil law but, in spite of that, the number of complaints 

has dropped in the last 2 years. 
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The interest shown by the trade union organizations influences standard of 
work. The labor-law commission of the Tabor Okres Trade Union Council twice 
a year organizes seminars for commission members and holds regular meetings. 
The cabinet for trade union education this year started a year-long course 
on labor law. Also welco.2 is the assistance offered tothe new review 
commissions and the counselling work of the okres trade union councils. 


In spite of the relatively short time that has elapsed since the establishment 
of these commissions, their work to date can be seen as a significant step 
toward strengthening their society-wide significance. The review commissions 
which work in the "Jednota" in Tabor, the Silon Enterprise, the "Potraviny" 
(Food) Enterprise in Plana and Luznici and in the OSP [presumably Okresni 
Sstavebni podnik; Okres Construction Enterprise] have shown good results not 
only in the number of cases settled but also in their ability to prevent 
disputes, in their counselling work and in their information work aimed at 
familiarizing workers with labor law. 


ROH Must Improve Effectiveness 
Brno ROVNOST in Czech 4 Dec 79 pp 1,5 


[Article by Ludvik Opletal, presidium member, South Moravian Kraj CPCZ 
Committee and chairman, Kraj Trade Union Council] 





[Text] We have entered the final month of this year of the current Five- 
Year Plan and have thus come closer to the time when we must report on our 
fulfillment of the resolutions of the 15th CPCZ Congress. Moreover, we 
must look back on the decisions made at the 15th CPCZ Congress and the 9th 
All-Trade Union Congress which charged the ROH with certain tasks and look 
at the fulfillment of tasks and the utilization of trade union rights in 
South Moravian Kraj. 


When looking at the current year which is almost over and which we can 
characterize as an extraordinary year, we can use for the evaluation of 
our work an old saying according to which every cloud has a silver lining. 
The current year has contributed to the fact that numerous resolutions 

of the CPCZ Central Committee and trade union organs have been taken more 
seriously. This is demonstrated by the results of some annual membership 
meetings and conferences or trade union organizations but especially of 
okres and kraj trade union organs which were held during the first half 
of 1979. 





It is also possible to point to the increased care, sacrifice and initiative 
of work collectives and numerous workers and functionaries of the CPCZ, ROH 
and the Socialist Youth Union. Thanks to this, economic tasks for 1979 
will on the whole be fulfilled in the kraj. But..! We, the functionaries 
and members of the ROH and all workers are reminded of this "but" by the 


all-plenary meeting of the Central Trade Union Council (URO) which took 
place on 29 September 1979 and especially by the final remarks delivered 
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by Karel Hoffmann, presidium member of the CPCZ Central Committee and URO 
chairman. 


The purpose of this URO meeting was to resolutely improve the effectiveness 
of the work of the ROH in order to fully meet the demands contained in the 
resolutions adopte. at the 15th CPCZ Congress and affecting all areas. 
Improved activity cannot be understood in any other way than as a thought-out, 
comp'ex and balanced fulfillment of all functions of the ROH. Or, to use 
the words of I. I. Lenin: "...socialism is not realized by the masses of 
workers alone but by the organizations which are structured in such a way as 
to stimulate and encourage the masses toward a creative historical activity." 
The resolutions of the 15th CPCZ are related to Lenin's dictum and to the 
immediate needs of the movement. According to these resolutions, the "trade 
unions have co-responsibility for the development of the initiative of the 
people, for problems related to economizing, effectiveness, quality 
production, better application of the results of scientific and technical 
progress, creation of a climate enabling effective struggle against short- 
comings and lack of discipline. It is the obligation of the trade unions 

to improve their care of workers’ welfare and to effectively develop 
political and educational work." 


Thus there can be no doubts about the fact that, should the trade unions 
defend the interests of the overwhelming majority of the working people, 
they will not be able to succeed unless they also decide to pay the utmost 
attention to their concrete responsibilities for good and effective 
development of production as the foremost prerequisite for a permanent 
Satisfaction of living and cultural standards and the improvement of 
socialist life in general. 


The ROH activity plan for 1980 adopted at the 7th plenary meeting of URO 
helped us to clarify in our minds the measures to take when facing next 
year's tasks. The plans are expected to be fully worked out and approved 

by the end of this year. We are already in the second month of consultations 
on these plans which take place at okres trade union councils whose goal 

is to project the resolutions of the URO's 7th plenum into concrete programs 
of activity by every organization. 


Experience, thus far, confirms the further need for specialized assistance 
to be given to the ROH basic organizations and individual functionaries, 
especially to those who were elected this year. This is so because we have 
encountered, on the one hand, a case where the 1979 activity plan was 
simply copied for the 1980 one but, on the other hand, we also witnessed a 
perfectly worked out concrete plan of activity, including specifications 

of who was responsible for their execution. 


Similarly in the preparation of collective contracts for 1980, we must see 


to it that those in charge of their drafting and implementation are aware 
of the fact that our society, as a higher type of social organization, 
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cannot be managed by methods as a point of departure but it is necessary to 
develop them under new conditions. Thus is it inadmissible for the organs 
of individual trade unions to ignore the fact that last year and this year 
over 100 enterprises and facilities in the kraj operated without c~llective 
contracts, not to mention the quality of some existing contracts. This too 
is one of the reasons for complaints and useless conflicts in work collectives. 


As far as the role of collective contracts is concerned, we must also improve 
control over them. Semi-annual controls are ineffective when it emerges 

that neither the trade union organization nor the economic management are 
willing to use strong measures against those who cause the shortcomings, or 
when the collective contracts fail to pay attention to the needs of the 
entire society. This drawback has appeared this year especially in industry 
and construction where we are not observing a proper relationship between 
labor productivity and wages and bonuses. We would need a lantern to 
discover cases in the kraj where attempts to correct this situation were 
reflected in addenda to existing contracts. To work out activity plans 

and collective contracts which would be of high standard would naturally 
require better work by the CPCZ basic organizations and all~plant committees. 


Substantially greater attention in the ROH must be paid to improving the 
economic thinking of some 600,000 trade union members in the kraj. Economic 
propaganda, in spite of partially positive results, is still conducted 

in a superficial way. Many enterprises of classical engineering could learn 
from the Production Economic Unit and the "Vinena" national enterprise 

in Brno which have the kraj's best prepared and best functioning complex 
experimental plan for the management of effectiveness and quality. 


In order that our economic propaganda have greater impact on our thinking, 
it is necessary for our workers to know the following: 


--the social significance of the product they manufacture, its effect both 
at home and abroad; 


--which values are entrusted to each individual by society in respect to 
raw materials, energy sources and technological facilities; 


--what are the best work results in a given branch and whether managers 
create the best conditions for such results. 


When we tried to close the gaps in production this year we were able to 
verify the fact that we have a large number of able managers and unselfish 
workers. Those people who can deliver good quality products and serve 

as examples to others must be more appreciated in the trade unions. We 

must work with them more closely, take them into our confidence and train 
them as future heroes of socialist labor. No collective can exist without 
those who show the way to others and who are in the front. To this category 
also belong those who are direct, courageous, socially responsible, good 
organizers, leading workers who must be supported and defended even perhaps 
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on seemingly unpopular issues. On the other hand, those who have not yet 
time to think how to do this or that but are already crying that "this cannot 
be done" must be openly criticized. 


This leads us to the attitudes of trade union organizations vis-a-vis the 
state plan of plants and enterprises. This is a tremendously important 

task which, unfortunately, the majority of the trade unions in our kraj has 
not yet learned to handle correctly. Often the ROH plant committees are 
parties to an attempt by enterprise management to adopt a "comfortable" 

plan. The drafting, but especially the fulfillment, of annual and long-range 
plans under the existing conditions of the world economy is not a simple 
matter. The CPCZ Central Committee on numerous occasions has called attention 
to the existing difficulties and current demands and determined ways by 
which these difficulties and demands could be effectively and relatively 
painlessly fought. 


Not everywhere do our people understand all this. Regretably, this applies 
also to many ORH plant organizations. The state plan as a law and instru- 
ment remains a dead letter unless it is carried out by a creative, responsible 
and searching effort of managers, functionaries and rank and file workers. 
This is the source for developing initiative and competition. Or, to say 

it more succinctly, the source of a better and more perfect future. However, 
in order to achieve this, leading workers must systemacically create the 
necessary prerequisites. For example, we have succeeded in implementing 

85 to 90 percent of improvement suggestions aimed at energy and fuel 
conservation within an unusually short time this year. Why cannot the same 
happen in the conservation of manpower where the problem is also serious? 
How to help to implement valuable suggestions is not difficult, as 
demonstrated in the case of a voluntary shift--the so-called improvers' 
Saturday--in the Power Engineering Works (Energeticke strojirny) in Brno. 
What is required are "only" followers not only as far as speed of adoption 
and introduction of the improvement suggestions in concerned but also for 
the proper dissemination of the proposal throughout the entire kraj. 


To think about next year's tasks requires each and every individual to get 
rid of everything which hinders the achievement of better production 
results. The problem of quality production certainly belongs in this 
category. We must concentrate on the entire mechanism of planning and 
management and the entire system of material and moral incentives, the 
efforts of engineers and designers, the ability of workers, socialist 
competition and the development of complex rationalization brigades to 
solve this problem. 


Some 22,000 people are employed in the kraj‘s network of technical, 
technological, economic and other research institutes and research-develop- 
mental centers whose tasks are basic and applied research. The South Moravian 
kraj gave birth to the competitive movement of “creative plans of the 
technician." However, as was stated at the kraj all-trade union conference, 
we do not have cause to be satisfied. True, he who does not do anything 
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will not do any harm. However, to introduce into production a product which 
subsequently must be changed a hundred time directly calls for extending 

the material incentive of the pre-production sectors into actual production 
by concluding associated pledges and creating complex rationalization 
brigades. 


We have had no bad experience from the preceding and current five-year plan 

in respect to the conclusion of long-term pledges. The present time and 

the pressing demands call for their utilization even as we are preparing 

the Seventh Five-Year Plan. In order to do this we do not have to know 

all the indices. We know that we will need electric power, material, manpower, 
machines and auxiliary materials in the future. We also know that we wiil 
produce at specific places. We know what we have done so far and also that 

we have to live with the permanent phenomenon of more demanding pressures 
toward all the aforementioned means and resources needed for the creation 

of our material wealth. We also have something to say in respect to improving 
customer-supplier relations. It is necessary already during the public 
control of the fulfillment of the investment plan and of the domestic and 
export markets to show our interest not only in everything which is necessary 
for an uninterrupted production process but also in those things which will 
guarantee that this production process will create conditions for the 
fulfillment of the plan by the suppliers insofar as the deadlines, quality, 
volume and selection are concerned. 


Every trade union organization must continuously improve its work and its 
ability to implement not only its own decisions but also the justified 
interests of the working people. To do this, however, requires a courageous 
look into our own ranks. In building socialism in our country, we have 
created the basic production means of such value that each unutilized 
minute costs us Kcs 5 million. It is bad enough that a certain amount of 
such losses are practically uncontrollable by us. However, the overwhelming 
majority of these losses have a concrete origin and a specific cause. We 
still have to deal with cases of manpower shortages and technological dis- 
cipline, bad labor organization, material waste, unwarranted payments of 
bonuses and the levelling of bonuses in order to "temporarily pacify" 
certain leading workers. We should add to this list also unwillingness to 
work in shifts, failure to investigate the reasons for exceeding overtime 
work at specific work places and the lack of rhythmical production. 


We have done a lot in our kraj to reduce labor accidents. The application 
cf the Bas method of labor safety in 5,362 collectives contributed to this 
development. In comparison with 1970, we were able to reduce the number 
of labor accidents by 14,100 last year. However, here also not everything 
is in order. The number of accidents resulting in death is not declining. 
The length of time required for the treatment of a single accident has 
increased to an average of 25 days. Not only the trade unions but the 
entire public must do something about the fact that there are twice as 
many non-labor related accidents as compared to labor accidents. This to 
some degree reflects the activity of our citizens during their leisure time 
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and activity in other areas lacking sufficient technical-safety supervision 
automobile driving, sports activity and poorly maintained roads and 
sidewalks. 


The 7th plenum of the URO opened up the possibility of improving cooperation 
with the national committees. The first step was made in negotiation between 
the Czech Trade Union Council and the Czech Government. A similar path has 
been taken by the kraj trade union councils and the kraj national committees. 
Certain trade union associations, for example, local economy, education, 
health, transportation, trade, culture and state organs are involved in the 
activities of the national committees. It is up to them to improve cooperation 
with individual departments of the kraj national committees and to improve 

all branch activities. 


Trade union organizations also participate to a great extent in the fulfillment 
of the election programs of the Nationai Front. In an action entitled "Trade 
Unionists Are Helping Their Own Plant and the Republic," our members worked 

off 2,364,000 brigade hours during the first half of 1979. Most of these 

hours were devoted to the building of plant nurseries in Gottwaldov, Trebic, 
Kromeriz and Jihlava Okrese. 


Care for working women is also given by sending children to summer camps. 
Some 47,000 children took part in this Pioneer recreation last summer. 
Together with the national committees, the kraj Trade Union Council is 
involved in a project for plant cafeterias and the improvement of the 
workers’ health care. 


We have no illusions that the resolutions of the URO's 7th plenum will be 
immediately understood and especially that they will be immediately 
implemented by the trade union organizations, managers and national com- 
mittees. That I have stated the above only shows how much room for 
improvement we have in South Moravian Kraj and in our trade union work. 
We cooperate with collectives of varying degrees of preparation and 
maturity in large and small enterprises and plants and in 17 trade union 
associations representing various economic branches. At the same time we 
are certain that we can master our task. There are many proofs in the 
kraj that if we cooperate properly with our people, if we listen to then, 
influence their thinking and actions we usually do not have to worry 
about lack of success. And this is our safest means and experience to 
move forward in our trade union movement, 
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GERMAN DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC 


IMPROVED ASSAULT RIFLE DESCRIBED 


East Berlin MILITAERTECHNIK in German No 6, Dec 79 signed to press 12 Sep 
79 p 322 


[Article by Lt Col H. Knoeppler: "KMS-72 Assault Rifle”) 


[Text] With the KMS-72 assault rifle our soldiers have received a weapon 
able to meet the great requirements of combat operations under the con- 
ditions of modern warfare. Particularly for special forces this is a 
successful further development of the well-known KM assault rifle. 


In construction, the KMS-72 is distinguished from the KM by the fact that 
a sideways foldable shoulder support replaces the stock. While on the 
move, this support is folded up so that the total length of the weapon is 
reduced by 200 mm. The mass and dimensions of the two weapons roughly 
correspond to each other. The KMS-72 is only 5 mm longer with the support 
extended and 30g heavier than the KM, 


The advantages of the KMS-72 assault rifle over the KM consist of the 
following: 


--There are no limitations on freedom of movement by the stock, e.g. while 
mounting or dismounting vehicles, unlimbering an artillery piece, riding 
on a@ motorcycle (weapon worn in front of the chest), getting in and out 
or riding in the (Trabant) jeep, climbing on observation towers etc, or 


while parachuting. 


--In all firing positions the KMS-72 assault rifle's support can be better 
drawn in and handled than the stock. In this manner the weapon can be 
held more firmly and steadily while firing. 


--As a result of the smaller dimensions with the folded-up support, the 
weapon is more comfortable and more advantageous to handle in all forms 
of movement, 


With protective clothing on (including troop protective mask), better 
aiming is possible because the support arm of the shoulder support does 
not get in the way of the soldier's head as much as the stock. 
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The lesser length of the weapon in the march position makes possible space- 
saving storage in the combat equipment (tank, self-propelled vehicle, APC, 
etc). Thus the danger of hitting and damaging the weapon is also reduced 
in this case. 


As a result of the small dimensions in the march position, material for 
transport crates is saved and the space requirements in depots as well as 
on transportation equipment are reduced. 


The transition from march position to firing from the hip and/or from 
firing from the hip to other forms of firing can be accomplished more easily 
with the KMS-72 than the KM, 


The folding and unfolding of the shoulder support is accomplished by means 
of simple thumb pressure on the catch and a slight pendular movement of 
the entire weapon. For this purpose it may be held against the hip with 
both hands. 


The weapon can be fired with folded support. Unfolding the support is 

possible even while firing as described above. With the support folded 
and the weapon slung, work and combat-related actions are less impeded 

than with the KM assault rifle. 


Probably the greatest advantage of the KMS-72 over the previously used KMS 
assault rifle is the fact that the design of the support is less susceptible 
to defects and that the repair frequency can be reduced. Finally, the 
spare parts supply is substantially simplified, since except for stock and 
support, all other weapon components of the two models are interchangeable. 


Changing the stock for the shoulder support and vice versa is relatively 
simple, and can be done in any troop workshop by maintenance specialists. 
Thus it is possible by exchanging the appropriate parts~--as required in 
each particular case--to manufacture a KMS-72 assault rifle from a KM 
assault rifle or vice versa. 
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POLAND 


COMMENT ON PRE-CONGRESS DISCUSSION STRESSES NEED FOR UNITY 
Warsaw KULTURA in Polish No 48, 2 Dec 79 pp 1, 8 
[Article by Dominik Horodynski, KULTURA Editor-in-Chief] 


[Excerpts] The discussion of PZPR Central Committee guidelines for the 
Eighth Congress is intended as a grand debate in society, among party 
members and nonmembers, over the state of our country and avenues for 
Poland's development in the 1980s. Anyone who cares about matters of 
common concern should not turn away from participation in this debate, as 
only a candid exchange of opinions can lead to the overcoming of indeci- 
sion and doubt about the origin of difficulties being experienced by our 
country. At the same time, such an exchange can, by means of revisions 
inserted in the presented program of action, bolster its credibility and 
help consolidate all the party and as much as possible of social forces 
around the program. The Central Committee guidelines are regarded by 
party leadership as an open-ended document. There is time and there is 
room for every constructive proposal and for modification. 


If asked to join in the drafting of this document, each of us, I believe, 
would place emphasis differently. The guidelines are a collective effort, 
and now is the time--prior to the congress--to expand this collective 
authorship through discussions and postulates so that there is the broadest 
possible consensus in society. 


Apparently, the principal goal and, at the same time the measure of effec- 
tiveness of open dialog with the public, is at this time in the skill to 
generate a climate of civic responsibility and in the ability to counter- 
act moods of pessimism and indifference. There certainly is a need--while 
more than ever before steering clear of facile simplifications--for respond- 
ing substantively to genuine doubts that run through people's minds. An 
example of this style, receptive to society's concerns, was provided in CC 
First Secretary Gierek's recent appearances in Sosnowiec, Szczecin and 
Monki. 
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A discussion among the citizenry is imperative. Differences of opinion 
should not be feared, as they are useful in permitting choice of a better 
solution for any problem. On many occasions, they signal the existence 

of problems that could hamper the fulfillment of intentions at a later 
time. Genuine commitment and actual participation are a product of authen- 
tic, candid dialog. Any departure from this principle is ultimately paid 
for in intensified symptoms of a dangerous disease: societal indifference. 


I am not proclaiming a need for perpetual discussion for discussions sake, 
to let people vent their urge to talk. The party congress is an opportunity 
for retrospection, looking back at the road we have traveled. It is there- 
fore necessary to bring into social consciousness last decade's immense 
achievement, indisputable in many areas of life. We must keep bringing back 
past achievements so that the public remembers the results of the work it 
has produced. The worries of everyday life often blur and distort the true 
state of affairs. The pre-congress campaign functions in several ways: it 
permits assessment and attribution of achievements, realization of the 
caliber of tasks for the coming years, and consolidation of the public 
around the party's program. Yet this campaign also is an opportunity to 
recall ideological and moral principles and fundamental assumptions of our 
social strategy. That matters of ideological, political and moral principle 
were put on the agenda seems to me of especial significance. We must ini- 
tiate discussion of disquieting phenomena. I am referring here to patronage, 
abuse of official position to derive personal gains and other infringements 
of socialist justice in society, all mentioned in the guidelines. It ought 
to be a substantive discussion, free of cliquish undertones and divested of 
implications of demagogic infighting. 








To fight corruption is to fight for society's morality--and for the moral 
and ideological elevation of our cadres. This involves an imperative for 
practical expression of respect for genuine effort and solid performance. 
Superior morality in public life is becoming imperative at this time, and 
it applies to all of us jointly and severally. The price of honesty and 
personal responsibility of citizens, party members in particular, is ris- 
ing. With all resoluteness we must get rid of the plague of bribery, 
puffery, careerism and sycophantism, all of which are conducive to the 
growth of adverse phenomena, improper for socialism, Speaking publicly 
about them is not at all a cause for shame; in fact, it is an obligation. 


The pre-congress debate is advancing under complex and not always favor- 
able conditions. We must take into account the varied moods in society that 
result from poor supply, energy and transport problems and situation in work 
establishments. It is a fact, too, that signs of discouragement and apathy 
are occurring in various communities. These should not be underestimated as 
they signal moods that we all must take into account. They are indications 
reminding us that the party's bond with society belongs among those matters 
that require unceasing attention and concern. We must daily concern our- 
selves with the public's trust and the party's prestige and ability to per- 
form the leadership role. 
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In order to meet developmental challenges facing our country at the outset 
of the 1980s, we must reach qualitatively superior levels of civic and 
worker active commitment. We must elevate our society's standards of 
responsibility and sense of duty. There is a need for a profound restruc- 
turing of moral and mental pyschological attitudes toward duties. This goal 
will not be reached by <ppeals or disciplinary measures alone. Genuine, 
widespread sense of joi:.c responsibility cannot be separated from straight- 
forward irformation, serious response to criticisms and consistent accounting 
of responsibility in matters small and great alike. The information system 
from the top down and reversely must function soundly and uninterruptedly, 
with no retardation, delay or embellishment. There should be no obstacles 
to information flow. 


The pre-congress discussion can help in providing an answer to a question 
of pivotal importance for our further development. How should we increase 
effectiveness of work, of enterprise operation and, more broadly, of the 
functioning of various institutions that brought together constitute the 
state, beginning with the highest level of plan formation down to the level 
of performance in the economy and administration? Mere appeals for effec- 
tiveness will not advance us, as thevte is a need for concrete, competent 
and truly innovative proposals. Comrade Edward Gierek stated to the 16th 
Plenum that "in the coming years we must alter many currently used methods 
of operation, and we must introduce in their place such methods that better 
correspond to new, generally more difficult, conditiorings." 


I believe that the precongress discussion cannot succeed in bypassing the 
issue of certain bureaucratic and technocratic distortions that at times 
align themselves athwart the Sixth Congress party line, and push narrow 
sectoral interests to the fore. Let us be frank in stating--and I believe 
we should say this to one another--that among those who are bothered by 
doubts and anxiety concerning ovr present difficulties there are also some 
comrades who are deeply convinced about the correctness of the general party 
line defined by the 6th and confirmed by the 7th Congress. Their indecision 
and doubt do not refer to the general party line, but instead they concern 
performance, management and the economy. It is in the defects that are 
often serious and difficult to comprehend and explain that the main reason 
of frustration lies. This, after all, is being utilized by our opponents 
and enemies, various prophets proclaiming impossibility and obsoleteness 

of the socialist Marxist road to development. Life will belie their prophe- 
cies. But they are not the most important problem. 


On the other hand, I believe that the matter of utmost importance is to 
overcome, where applicable, a climate of disbelief in the effectiveness of 
our endeavors now and in the future. We must change this climate. By com- 
bined and concerted effort, we mist spread an active belief that there are 
matters which no one will handle for Poles, that we slone, the citizens of 
Poland are able by hard work and concerted effort to lead our country onto 
a better route. Also, I believe that we must harden ourselves in order to 
lead Poland through the upcoming years together and without losses. 
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We must all adapt our organization of work, our material needs and our 
habits to a world in which raw materials are expensive, conservatior ‘s 
imperative, and competition is increasingly intense. 


Cohesiveness of society is net thought of today in terms of "to be or not 
to be." Yet it is good to realize that the absence of an objectively 
imposed imperative for Poles to be cohesive is a factor that does not 
foster profounder reflection over the perpetual topicality of the Polish 
problem of unit,. At times, therefore, appeals for reinforcement of that 
unity are received without due attention, and, most important, there are 
malfunctions in the mechanism that is supposed to transfer our patriotism 
from the sphere of festive emotions to daily routine and to transform it 
into concrete achievement. 


Our unity is built on an emotional, rather than a pragmatic, foundation. 

This is why it is so difficult to transfer our patriotism from the sphere 

of lofty feelings to the sphere of tangible action. In effect, we instan- 
taneously respcad with collective indignation when some nincompoop osten- 
tatiously suubs the national icons, but is there anyone wro would label 
shoddy performance and work shirking as unpatriotic behavior? Whose national 
ambitior. is hurt by the fact that our industr*al products frequently rank a 
poor average in world markets? 


In simple terms, the formula of contemporary work patriotism still has a 
very feeble rooting in our collective consciousness. 


There is still a lot of effort to come before we solidify the belief that 
development of unity centered on positive goals in the course of work is 
the only available route. The anachronistic model of ethnocentric, heavy- 
hearted patriotism whose raison d'etre is to “counter the enemy"--whether 
an external or an internal enemy--is a cumbersome relic in the contemporary 
world. 


If we want to face squarely the challenges of modern cimes, we must found 
our patriotism on sense of duty and responsibility and similar categories. 
And it must indeed be common sense of duty and common responsibility. Unity 
cannot be reconciled with application of differing standards of responsi- 
bility. Tolerance of special courtesies and privileges-——-no matter who 
enjoys them--impinges on our unity and involves the possibility of an actual 
division into "us and them.” 


Poland's attained socioeconomic status and the concomitant elevated level 
of her citizens’ aspirations should induce us to reflect on the ways and 
means for achieving unity in public life. 


Of course, the routes to attainment of unity had to be different in the 
postwar period from what they are now, in the stage of formation of a 
developed socialist society, leveling antagonistic class contradictions and 
allowing increasing articulation of the need for participation in management. 
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The matter centers on staking out a boundary between the necessary unity, 
safeguarding us against anarchism in life, and differences of opinion, 
equally indispensable in any vital society. Contrary to simplistic presen- 
tations, automatic elimination of differences of opinion does not in the 
least contribute to reinforcement of genuine moral/political unity. 


The nation's unity must find expression in an embracing of fundamental 
shared values and long-term strategic goals. On the other hand, it does 
not--and even should not--presuppose uniformity of opinion on current af- 
fairs, in detail. 





Mature political culture rests on a quest for the middle road between two 
extremes of which the first would ruin the common platform for discussion 
and bring anarchy into public life, while the second suspects danger in 
any difference of opinion. These two extremes are equally dangerous. 


The thirty-five year experience of Polish People's Republic demonstrates 
that, along with the strengthening of the socialist system, there is an 
ongoing expansion of the institution of socialist democracy. To put it in 
different terms, the more solid the foundation of principal socialist values 
accepted by society at large, the bolder the construction of a superstruc- 
ture of democratic institutions can, and ought to, proceed. 


Debate, partnership and genuin.. consultation are not alternative to unity: 
they constitute its logical extension in a socialist state. The party's 
policy of expanding the mechanisms of co-governance and shared responsi- 
bility is an implementation of Lenin's conception in which social construc- 
tion and stimulation of society's activity coalesce initio a cohesive whole. 


The shaping of unity is a constant political mission. Hence an obvious 
conclusion that none but political means--persuasion, discussion and, if 
necessary, political struggle as well--can bring us closer to our goals. 
It is totally certain, however, that neither actions marked by impatience 
nor attempts at administering can prove successful. 


Our stability and further undisturbed development are, and will continue 

to be, guaranteed by the bond between society and the party whose program 
should, as a result of the debate and modifications introduced in its wake, 
be understood, accepted and implemented as an expression of interests of the 
entire nation. Its implementation depends on the strength of support society 
offers the party. It is worth in this context to recall Edward Gierek's 
Statement: "I was, I am and I will be convinced that nothing in our country 
can be achieved, nothing can be resolved, without the consensus, support and 
collaboration of all Poles." 
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ROMANTA 


RENEWAL OF MARXIST REVOLUTIONARY THOUGHT DISCUSSED 
Iasi CRONICA in Romanian No 14, 28 Dec 79 ppl, 2 


[Article by Valter Roman: "The Continuing Renewal of Marxist Revolutionary 
Thought ] 


[14 Dec 79, pp 1, 2] 


[Text] The evaluations that are being made regarding the past, present 
and future development of our country, in comrade Nicolae Ceausescu's 
Report presented to the 12th Party Congress, strongly reflect the fact 
that our party was born and has grown as a party of socialist revolution, 
a party attached body and soul to the cause of liberating our working 
class. In its evolution, our party has continually matured, has kept 

in mind, in elaborating its political line - especially in its recent 
years - the great changes that are taking place in the world ard the 
new historical relations, and has devotedly served the interests of 

our working class and our people, while at the same time being attached 
to the cause of socialism and communism. 


In this report, it speaks at the same time of the need to "further 
study the original social-political thought of our party" so that there 
is no "backwardness of ideological and educational political activities 
with regards to the general development of society" (Nicolae Ceausescu, 
"Report to the 12th Congress of the Romanian Communist Party," Politica 
Publishing House, 1979, p 82). 


In referring to the great changes that have taken place in the contemp- 
Orary world and the need to exactly decipher these changes in order to 
draw the right conclusions with regards to our future, comrade Nicolae 
Ceausescu said even back in 1966 that the understanding of these great 
changes "cannot be done by making a mechanical comparison with the 
situation of 50 to 60 years ago or resorting solely to quotes from the 
classics. This means of dealing with problems is an impediment in the 
development of Marxist-Leninist thought" (Nicolae Ceausescu, "Romania on 
the Path »f Completing Socialist Construction," 1968, p 407). This has 
constituted the theoretical basis of the new strategic and tactical 
elaborations and the continually renewing of the revolutionary thought 
and practices carried out by our party ‘n accordance with the new 
permanently changing realities and the new historical tasks. 
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We have never broken and we do not break from our national and 
international roots, from our own revolutionary traditions and 
from the first socialist revolution in the history of mankind, 
which represented a source of inspiration for the revolutionary 
party of our working class. Our working class itself became aware 
of and organized itself because of the essential contribution of 
Marxist revolutionary thought. 


In its constant effort to analyze contemporary realities in its 
theoretical as well as practical actions, the Romanian Communist 
Party (RCP) supports the revolutionary, materialist and dialectic 
concept regarding the world and the working class society founded 
by Marx and Engels and later developed by Lenin and other leaders 
and theoreticians of the workers movement. This materialist and 
dialectic theory is continually enriched due to the constant 
broadening of human knowledge and social practice. 


In the same report to the 12th Congress, comrade Nicolae Ceausescu 
stressed that in regards to our party "at the bottom of all 
ideological activity there must be dialectic and historical 
materialism, scientific socialism and the Party Program - our 
fundamental ideological, theoretical and political Charter, the 
expression of creative Marxism-Leninism in Romania" (Nicolae 
Ceausescu, "Report to the 12th RCP Congress," Politica Publishing 
House, 1979, p 83). 


Our party and comrade Nicolae Ceausescu have the great merit of 
having substantially contributed both to enriching the revolutionary 
thought and theory of the working class and to the application of the 
general laws of social development to the specific conditions of 
Romania and to the specific conditions of the contemporary era. 

They have also laid down the principal cornerstones of our party's 
political and ideological line, based on the unity of revolutionary 
theory and practice. 


Due to this concept, which guided our steps, our country - small and 
underdeveloped - succeeded in achieving a profound transformation, 
both on a national level and on a social and spiritual level in a 
relatively short historical period of time and succeeded in mastering 
and molding the conditions and means of its own heroic work, in 
winning and strengthening its independence and freedom, and in 

coming to have respect throughout the world for its historical 
options, which have ensured our prospering on the path of authentic 
socialist development. 
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There is recognition of the importance that the continuing 
onfrontation of theiry with practice and their organic blending, 
which also leads to their mutual enrichment, has had and continues 
to have for the forward movement of the workers and communist 
movement. The misunderstanding or the conscious or unconscious 
ignorance of this profoundly dialectic process was always the 
reflection of a dogmatic view which styles as universally valid 

a certain theory or a certain practical experience that found 

its justification solely during a given specific historical 
situation. Contemporary Marxist thought represents not only the 
teachings formulated in the works of the founders of our 
revolutionary concepts regarding the world and society, but also 
the practice from the struggle over many decades of the communist 
and workers parties and the theoretical values generated by this 
struggle. 


In connection with the universal value and historical necessity 

of development and the continual renewal of revolutionary, 

Marxist thought, discussions have been going on since long ago - 
sometimes more frevently and sometimes more to the point - both 

on an international level in general and within the world communist 
and workers movement. I think that we can state from the beginning 
that contemporary revolutionary Marxist thought does not mean and 
cannot mean in any way the denial of classical, traditional Marxism 
or its “revision” in the sense of replacing its essence with 
"something" that would basically be a denial of the teachings of 
the great classics of revolutionary thought and the scientific 
theory of the working class. Marxism - a scientific concept about 
the world - cannot be replaced or eliminated and cannot be 

ommitted from the treasury of universal culture since it discovered 
(for the first time in the history of thought and practice) not 
only the fundamental laws of the evolution of capitalist society 
(and as long as capitalism exists, its own laws will continue to 
operate, although, today, in various forms the contradictions of 
capitalism cannot be resolved within the framework of capitalism), 
but, beyond this, also those laws that are essential for under- 
standing all the development of human society (in the past, present 
and future). This is so since Marx and Engels’ prediction (based 

on the laws they discovered and arrived at using the materialist 
and dialectic method of research into historical reality) regarding 
the inevitable ruin of capitalism and the birth of a new, superior 
society has been confirmed and is being confirmed, despite all 

the zig-zags, windings and certain involutions and delays that 

have occurred in different historical circumstances. 
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The discussions that have taken place since some time ago, regarding 
the validity or invalidity and the use or non-use of the term 
Marxism or Marxism-Leninism, reflect a certain state of spirit 
within the communist and workers movement and within the framework 
of ideological and political confrontation. Or, not that the use 

or non-use of this term constitutes "the basic problem" of the 

world workers and communist movement. Marx and Engels’ teachings 
could be given another name. What is essential is not the name, but 
the scientific content of the revolutionary theory, even though 
history has decreed its use. 





I think it is not accidental that Engels stressed in his work 
"Ludwig Feurbach and the End of Classical German Philosphy," 
which appeared after Marx's death (in 1888), that in drawing 
up the revolutionary theory of the working class, written by 
Marx and himself, the basic essential contribution belonged to 
Marx, a reason why this theory “rightly bears his name" (Marx's 
name - V.R.) (Marx-Engels, "Works," Vol 21, Politica Publishing 
House, 1965, p 290). 





Basically, we are talking not so much about a name, but, first of 
all, about its content and its essential viability. As I had the 
opportunity to formulate in some previous statements: "Marxism 
did not fall from the sky. It is recorded in the movement of human 
thought and history itself, without, however, representing an 
absolute and eternal truth and, along with this, likewise, having 
its historical limits... Marxism was born in the era of the first 
industrial revolution and the great scientific discoveries of the 
middle of the last century. Contemporary Marxist thought is being 
created under the conditions of the Scientific and Technical 
Revolution and the second industrial revolution and of the great 
scientific advances of the beginning and middle of this century, 
under conditions of the great social-political revolutionary 
movements that are taking place in the world" ("Marxism and the 
Scientific and Technical Revolution," FAMILIA, No 3-4/1978). 


Naturally, we are not speaking of limiting ourselves to the 
literature of Marxism. In this spirit and in this sense, it would 
be a mistake to cling to what we can call the classical form of 
Marxism. Contemporary revolutionary thought must reflect the new 
conditions and the new historical realities. We are speaking of 
blocking the separation (which has also occurred here and there) 
of contemporary realities and their ideological representation. 
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The further study and "bringing to light" of the revolutionary 
concept about the world and society, of dialectic and historical 
materialism, of scientific socialism and of Marxist political 
economics represent, basically, a justified critical reaction 
toward certain tendencies, be they reformist or dogmatic regarding 
the failure to take into account or the distorted presentation 

(in one sense or another) of the new relations in accelerated change. 
It is necessary to have a reencounter with revolutionary thought 
and the creative spirit of Marxism. The future of Marxism, as a 
theory of social revolution, decisively depends upon our capacity 
(or lack of capacity) to give adequate responses in the sense in 
which Marx himself gave to this concept in the renowned preface 
to “Contributions to the Criticism of Political Economics." 


If the materialist and dialectic concept about the world and society 
cannot disappear, neither can it stop in its development or lose 

the calling of its universal nature. Nor can Marx's theory stop, 
and it is not stopping, in its development. Naturally, it is not and 
cannot be indifferent with regards to the direction in which this 
development is taking place. Contemporary Marxist thought 

represents nothing more than the enrichment of Marxist theory 

with new theses and laws, discovered in a close and indissoluable 
tie with the evolution of human society in contemporary historical 
conditions. It represents the development of this science at a new, 
higher level of its existence and its rise to new peaks of its 
magnificence. The purpose of Marxism is the uninterrupted offensive 
upon the land of the unknown and the transformation of the unknown 
into the known. Knowledge has no limits since its objective is 
inexhaustible. 


It is beyond any doubt that, despite all the windings, ups and 
downs and involutions, we are helping in the renewal and enrich- 
ment of Marxist thought. With regards to our party, "the theoretical 
creation of comrade Nicolae Ceausescu represents a contribution of 
special value to the creative enrichment of the revolutionary 
thought of the working class. He has delved into a broad area of 
problems of national and international importance, opposed to 
dogmas and cliches... Comrade Nicolae Ceausescu, through all his 
theoretical and practical activities, both in contemporary domestic 
problems and foreign problems, has added a new dimension to 

Marxist thought (Valter Roman, ""Eurocommunism' and the Socialist 
Revolution,” FAMILIA, No 8-9/1978). 











[28 Dec 79 pp 1, 2] 


[Text] Does the enrichment of revolutionary thought and theory con- 
stitute merely a simple quantitative change and nothing more? Or, does 
Engels' evaluation that with each epocal discovery in the field 

of the natural sciences materialism must change its form (Marx-Engels, 
"Works," Vol 21, Bucharest, Politica Publishing House, 1965, p 278) 
parallel this line, does it have this meaning, must it be understood 
in this way? Or, do Lenin's words that Marx's theory does not in the 
least represent something complete and intangible and that it merely 
put down the cornerstone of the science which we must further 

develop in all directions if we do not want to fall behind life 

(V.I. Lenin, “Complete Works," Vol 14, Bucharest, Politica Publishing 
House, 1961, pp 177-178) not mean the same thing? The true meaning 

of these statements indicate with sufficient clarity, I think, that 
we must also give the appropriate attention to the qualitative facets 
of these changes because changes of a qualitative nature are also 
taking place. 


We must understand, said comrade Nicolae Ceausescu, that the 
revolutionary nature itself of Marxism-Leninism is in the fact 

that it constantly renews itself and that it does not elaborate 
immutable theses given once and for all time (Nicolae Ceausescu, 
"Romania on the Path of Building a Multilaterally Developed Socialist 
Society," Vol 6, Bucharest, Politica Publishing House, 1971, p 644). 


The discussion surrounding the name of Marxism is also, perhaps, the 
reflection of certain opinions that effect some "fields" which, 
basically, as one Spanish sociologist noted, concern the life of 
mankind: the field of meanings and the field of its objective or, 
put another way, the field of language and reality; the field of 
specific history and its interests. Unfortunately, not infrequently 
reality and life remain hidden somewhere. Dialectic and historical 
materialism and scientific socialism have, however, great merits 
because right from the beginning it started by placing itself in 
reality. And, this must also be done today. This presupposes, 

on one hand, the unmasking and combatting of opportunistic, 
revisionist, contemporary social-democratizing tendencies, as well as 
those of a nihilist nature of completely rejecting the revolutionary 
theory of the working class, the attempts to completely remove it 
from the treasury of revolutionary socialist thought and the attempts 
to speak of and to accredit the idea of existence of a socialism 
without Marxism. This basically means the renunciation of the re- 
placement of capitalism with socialism and the diluting of ideas 
regarding the possibilities of "improving" and continually 
"perfecting" capitalism. In order to report the truth, it must be 
pointed out, at the same time, that even within the socialist 
parties there is a certain ideological clarification taking place 








and a pro-Marxist current - if it can be called that - is taking its 
place ever more, although still somewhat timidly. In any case, it 
would be an error, under the conditions of the chronic crisis of 
capitalism, to keep speaking of social-democracy in an undifferentiated 
manner, in general. This is how it is explained that at the end of 
September 1979, at the Extraordinary Congress of the Spanish Socialist 
Workers Party, after a long discussion, a thesis was included in their 
final decision, according to which: "The Spanish Socialist Workers 
Party (PSOE) accepts Marxism as a theoretical and critical and not 
dogmatic instrument for the analysis and transformation of social 
realities, integrating different Marxist contributions which play 

a role in making of socialism the great emancipating alternative 

of our time." The secretary general of the Spanish Communist Party 
himself, Santiago Carillo, noted on 30 September, in his speech 

given at the party meeting that took place immediately after the 
Congress of the Spanish Socialist Workers Party, that this part 

of the resolution represents "an ideological declaration favorable 

to Marxism." 


In another area, along this line, it is necessary to eliminate any 
form of dogmatism of transforming Marxism into a closed, meta- 
physical and sectarian system. The attempts, in one way or another, 
to “dominate science" have constituted a phenomenon somewhat 
analageous to those of the Middle Ages for theology and have led, 
according to an Italian sociologist, to "Galilean cases." This 
dogmatizing means the appearance of certain generalized tendencies, 
I would say ecclesiastical tendencies, with the pomp of negative 
consequences and distortions. This also favored the appeciance of 
that "scientism" which tries to "materialize" the entire surround- 
ing reality within the framework of the exact sciences. All these 
manifestations were, in the final analysis, the result of certain 
burning calls that were echoing in the middle of certain healthy 
confrontations. Such ringing calls were, many times, given to 
forgetting some of the fundamental principles of Marx's works and 
blocking the elaboration of certain essential positions and theses 
in order to perfect a construction with an inebranlable structure 
and an impeccable profile. 


Certainly, combatting dogmatism is not a simple or easy thing. The 
phenomenon can occur and does sometime occur that under the pretext 
of the struggle against dogmatism concepts have made their appearance 
which would be difficult to classify as among those of creative 
Marxism. Sometimes the phenomenon also occurs where the answer is 
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not just since the question itself was wrong. The phenomenon 
also occurs where certain "victories" lead to an impasse while 
certain set-backs open new paths to progress. 


It is a case of appreciating that the obsolesence of certain theses 
does not automatically and always mean the end of the validity 

of an overall theory. It is clear that neither classical Marxism 
nor Lenin could give answers to problems that did not exist in 
their times. Not for all these reasons, however, does the validity 
cease for the revolutionary theory elaborated by Marx, Engels 

and Lenin. 


It would be wrong for us to consider Marxist theory as a collection 

of valid theses and formulas for always and everywhere. Today, like 
yesterday, there are open social problems hardly or partially 

clarified on a theoretical level. Their clarification requires the 
critical and systemic review of everything that had become outdated 

or that, for other reasons, no longer serve development and progress 

in an adequate manner. Marxist theory is developing in an uninterrupted 
manner, was, is an remains the theoretical compass within the framework 
of the great torrent of continuing changes that are taking place in 

the world. But, what still cannot satisfy us are the incidences of 

the theoretical developments on political and social movenents. 


The further study, enrichment and continuing renewal of revolutionary 
thought is an historical necessity. The new historical conditions 
(very different from those of the last century or those of 50 years 
ago) require, with the force of an inexorable law, the abandonment 

of everything that has become outdated and no longer corresponds 

to the specific realities of today and the creative development of 
the revolutionary thought of the working class in accordance with 

the needs of the end of the 20th century. 


In his report to the 20th RCP Congress, comrade Nicolae Ceausescu 
strongly stressed "that an essential condition for the success of 
each varty's struggle is the firm adherence to the concept of 
dialectic and historical materialism, scientific socialism and 

the thought of the classics of Marxism-Leninism. At the same time, 
it must be understood that we live in another historical era and 
this requires a new approach to the fundamental problems of social 
development" (Nicolae Ceausescu, "Report to the 12th RCP Congress," 
Politica Publishing House, Bucharest, 1979, p 116). 


Scientific and technical progress is determined by the level of 
economic and social development and technical-scientific progress 

has, at the same time, a growing impact on social development. 

With the appearance of nuclear energy, biochemistry, micro-electronics, 











information, space exploration and so forth, the power of science 
takes on new forms, changing its nature. The world (which prior to 
these great discoveries and achievements could be held under the 
control of Man capable of meeting different situations) becomes 
especially difficult to master and maintain under an appropriate 
control. It is more difficult for man to meet the new exigencies 
and requirements that are so diverse. That is why the social and 
human sciences have today become an especially important factor 
in resolving all the great and complex problems cf contemporary 
times. That is why contemporary Marxism has an historical desigu 
and mission of the first order. 





Is it the existence of two diametrically opposed social systems 
(coexistence and the historical competition between them): the 
global, structural, multidimensional crisis of the capitalist 

system of an ever more chronic nature, which, at the same time, 

is not the last one; the impetuous development of the revolution- 

ary processes in science and technology and the radical trans- 
formation of the forces of production in contemporary society, 

very especially characterized by the appearance of artificial 
intelligence as well as the determining role of science in the 
development of production and society, on one hand, and the 

negative effects of technical-scientific progress on the other; 

the internationalization of many processes; the aggravation of 
certain old contradictions and the appearance of certain new 

tensions and contradictions (including in the socialist world); 

the creation and strengthening of supranational monopolies; 

the existence of the danger of the self-destruction of mankind 

("the disappearance of the classes involved in struggle" - Marx); 

the appearance and aggravation of certain new tendencies to 

divide certain areas of influence; the the more accentuated 

awareness of the fact that we live in a limited world (in other 
words, of the fact that at least certain opportunites, especially 
material ones, are limited) and that there is an insufficiency 

of certain material resources, which, not long ago, man felt 

were inexhaustible; the growth of the complexity of the new phenomenon 
and tendencies and of their interferences, interactions and inter- 
dependencies; the accentuation of the unforeseeable and the growth 

of uncertainties, brought about especially by the great misfortunes 
and imbalances on the most varied planes; the appearance of a growing 
number of ever more serious global problems whose solutions require 
the concerted efforts of all countries -- does not all this imperatively 
call for the elaboration of certain new points of view and new concepts 
and theses? 
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Is it the fact, becoming ever more clear due to the scientific and 
technical revolution, that the development of the forces of material 
production depends for the first time in the history of mankind and 

on a broad scale upon research and scientific discoveries and innovative 
ideas and that the phenomenon, the process is taking place where 
spiritual production is penetrating into the sphere of material 
production, with the first being transformed into a motive force for 
production activities -- does this not also indicate the same imperative 
need to reanalyze the bases of social progress? 


Contemporary revolutionary Marxist thought must precisely keep in mind 
these new realities which cannot be simplified in an abusive manner. 

To continue to look at the new historical phenomena and processes 
exclusively or preponderantly through the eyes of the past and to 
consider monclithism as an immutable historical category, operating in 
accordance with laws that ceased (in any case, partially or to a great 
degree) to continue to have the same value as in the past, means to 
take the position - foreign to the materialist-dialectic and historical 
concept ~- that history can do nothing but repeat itself. There is need 
for new clear statements between society and nature, between different 
states, between representative democracy and direct democracy, between 
democracy and socialism and so forth, problems that were not elaborated 
to their fullest in Marx's works. Contemporary revolutionary thought 

is called upon to elaborate the basis for a new civilization and its 
relationship to nature. The dispute over the Western model of 
development and the purely quantitative model of development does 

not at all mean disputing development and progress. Any retreat to 

old positions can only but complicate the solution of the ways and 
complex equations of contemporary times. 


Contemporary revolutionary thought must encompass, in specifically 
reflecting the great revolutionary processes in science and techno- 
logy and the sphere of production forces, the processes that took 
place in recent decades and that could not but have a , owerful 
impact on all facets of life in contemporary society, bringing about 
that ideological effervesence that is being ever more refelt. To not 
understand that the world is in continual change and that a simple 
extrapolation of certain directions from the past would lead only, 
in the best case, to an impasse, if not a catastrophe, and to not 
understand that not just a few things need changing means proving 

to be incapable of seeing future evolutions and incapable of outlining 
a plan for a society that will keep in mind the existing and fore- 
seeable new realities. 
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Contemporary Marxism becomes the most adequate key to open the doors 
to the future under the new historical conditions. It is not yet 
completely elaborated, but this creative process goes forward and 

is being carried out ever more vigorously despite all the stumbling 
blocks being consciously or unconsciously placed here and there in 
its way. It represents the unity of the economic, philosophical, 
political, historical, cultural and ethical dimensions of this 
evolution, under the conditions of the specific historical realities 
of today. This new measure is the only one capable of confirming the 
invincible force of the ideology of the working class as a theoretical 
and practical instrument of those who are the true creators of 
history in our times. The fact that not all these dimensions 
(components) were elaborated (at the current time) to the same 
degree does not justify the idea that one could not speak of 
something really new in Marxist social-political thought and in 
Marxist theory. 


There are some who speak of neo-Marxism, a term which has been 
attributed with having the most varied meanings. Tothe degree that 
this term hides the denial and revision (basically, anti-Marxist) 

of Marxism, it is natural that no Marxist thinker can be in agree- 
ment with the use of this term. Just as we cannot agree with the 
expression neo-capitalism when it is used in the sense of a possible 
“rebirth” of capitalism, also on capitalist bases, invoking the 
scientific-technical revolution and the second industrial revolution. 
There is but a single form of true Marxism, authentic, creative Marxisn, 
creative Marxism-Leninism, with the design of this being to constantly 
point out the gap between that which is and that which should be and 
what should be done in relation to the new realities. 


Similarly, it would be but a clumsy attempt to identify neo- 
Marxism with contemporary Marxism (enriched Marxism in the spirit 

of revolutionary Marxist thought). To put an equals sign between 
these two terms would be dangerous due to thi fact that this 

would mean (whether someone wants it or not) putting into the same 
lot those who “enrich” Marxism, basically ignoring them, with those 
progressive Marxists and thinkers who are really enriching Marxism, 
while at the same time remaining loyal to the critical and revolu- 
tionary spirit of Marx, Engels and Lenin. The opinion, which appears 
here and there, is also clumsy and wrong with regards to the position 
that contemporary Marxism is the pursuit only of non-Marxist thinkers. 
To accept such a view would basically mean disputing the legitimacy 
and the need to develop and improve the revolutionary theory of the 
working class by the Marxists themselves and to feel that this theory 
would be something closed and valic ©°‘y for the last century. 
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ROMANIA 


CONTRADICTORY VIEWS ON SOCIAL PROGRESS REVIEWED 
Bucharest ERA SOCIALISTA in Romanian No 24, 20 Dec 79 pr 4-8 
irticle by Constantin Florea and Ion Mitran/ 


/Text/ It is an axiom today that scientific socialism, 

the Marxist revolutionary theory's vitality and superi- 

ority over other systems in the history of socia)-political 
thought stem from the capacity to permanently enrich itself on 
the basis of progress of science and human knowledge in general, 
the continuous critical analysis of social practice and dissemi- 
nation of national and international revolutionary experience. 
Responsiveness to the new, critical reappraisal of any assess- 
ment, including one's own theses, prospective evaluation of real- 
ity and organic assimilation of the factors that converge toward 
historical progress are features which make Marxist <heory “not 
a dogma, but a live guide to action,” as its founders often 
pointed out. 


Strength of Revolutionary Theory 


The history of the Marxist revolutionary theory is the history 
of struggle against reactionary, retrograde concepts but also 
against speculative trends, against “ideal” patterns in which 
the materialistic-dialectical concept on the world and society 
was not only set forth but also sometimes applied. 


The innovating, creative spirit of revolutionary theory always 
forms the ferment of its enrichment. In this context, the 12th 
Congress of the Romanian Communist Party again emphasized that 
the revolutionary, creative stand and militancy in relation to 
all that is obsolete, opening toward new constructive horizons 
in the area of social practice, formulation of adequate theore- 
tical conclusions provide the propelling force of progress along 
the revolutionary path of building socialism and communisn. 
Actually, theoretical activity and practical experience interact 
and lead constantly to new conclusions in the context of national 
and unique thinking, fertilized by revolutionary spirit. 
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The need for continuous renewal and development of the material- 
stic and dialectical and historical concept, of scientific 
socialism, of the theory on the socialist revolution and con- 
struction is an historical requirement, generated by the com- 
plexity of world realities today, which provide the picture of 
profound and dynamic changes in all areas. Continuous “con- 
nection” to these changes is all the more necessary because the 
theory which is not based on reality and does not result from 
objective social conditions or which is only superficially or par- 
tially based on them inevitably slides along the slope of ar- 
bitrariness, no longer “comprehends” the tacts and their con- 
nection with the social context. Moreover, if social facts were 
examined and interpreted as isolated from one another, theory 
would be nondialectical and without use for clarifying historical 
perspective. 


At the same time, the theories on the development of mankind, 

as a whole or according to geographical zones, cannot be discus- 
sed by circumstantial speculations and hypotheses. They are not 
valid if they are based on rash and subjective generalizations. 
Nevertheless, some resort even to such procedures in order to 
maintain -- like in the context of ideological proponents of the 
former society -- theories whose political harm cannot be under- 
estimated because they present the processes of human develop- 
ment in a distorted way, try to discredit and minimize the gains 
of socialism, directly glorifying capitalism or preaching the 
“convergence” of the socialist and capitalist systems into the 
so-called new social synthesis. | 


Tackling the problems of ideological activity, the report given 
by Nicolae Ceausescu at the 12th Congress, among others, em- 
phasizes among the paramount tasks the need for theoretically 
delving into the phenomena which are taking place in the world, 
the need “for more intensively combating the attempts of re- 
actionary forces at questioning the ability of the socialist sys- 
tem -- which was proved in practice -- to resolve the major pro- 
blems of social development in our days, the urge to return to 
obsolete times and systems, which were condemned by history." /1/ 


Our party constantly emphasizes the decisive role of creative 
application and development of the revolutionary theory, whose 
continuous enrichment with new theses and conclusions depends 

on the capacity of the subjective factor to examine social real- 
ity in its permanently contradictory complexity. Going beyond 
any unilateral vision and "quieting" and simplifying prejudices 
on social perspective proves to be one of the premises for ade- 
quate theoretical reflection of any facet of the revolutionary 
process. Whether it is a matter of the theory on revolution, 
political power, Or the complex process of implementation of the 
principles of scientific socialism, the discussion of such pro- 
blems is of outstanding relevance. Evidently, this is due to the 
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indisputable fact that transition to socialism is a central 
item on the “agenda" of history and also to the constant di- 
versification of the conditions, methods, and prospects for 
attaining this social goal, the new perspectives of the world 
revolutionary process. 


The valid answers to such problems naturally involve abandoning 
any stereotypes, obsolete formulas of life, no matter how "tra- 
ditional” or “conventional” they may be, a fact which not al- 
ways is easy for some authors who tend, for various reasons, 
but always on a subjectivist basis, to accredit ideas not on 
the ground of analysis of the new social phenomena, but 

simply by resorting to authoritative theses. But, as is known, 
only the principles which result from agreement with the ob- 
jective trends of social development constantly confirm their 
truly revolutionary value and nature. Any subjectivist, volun- 
tarist abstractions, divorced from actuai history have no 

value whatsoever, "by no means provide a formula or pattern 
upon which historical periods can be adjusted." / 2 


New Historical Period, Needs for Creative Approach 


As demonstrated by practice, firm guidance upon the concept of 
dialectical and historical materialism, scientific socialism 

and the ideas of Marxist-Leninist classics is “an essential con- 
dition of success in the struggle of each party. Moreover, it 
must be understood that we live-in a different historical era 
and that this requires a new approach to the basic problems of 
social development" / 3_/7 -- Nicolae Ceausescu pointed out at 
the i2th Party Congress. 


True, the contemporary world is distinctively marked by social 
processes whose magnitude and complexity can hardly be compared 
to those of previous periods. The ramifications of the profound 
transformations of this final part of the 20th century, the 
unprecedented historical nature of many of them certainly re- 
Quire a continuous effort of analysis, of facing the 
agreement between the multitude of the diverse theoretical con- 
cepts and the process of application of these concepts in one 

Or another place, under conditions which are not and never can 

be identical. Hence, approaching the new course of history in 

the broadest and nuanced context and deciphering the qualitative 
change. of human existence and mind mean realistically pointing 
out tne dialectics of the struggle between the progressive; re- 
volutionary forces and the retrograde forces, mean spotlighting 
the line of the great modern ideological and political confronta- 
tions * 











Despite the fact that, like in any historical period of mankind, 
in today's world social progress is not univocal and constantly 
progressive, but also experiences periods of stagnation or even 
regress, the basic evolutive direction of modern society involves 
orientations toward structures based on justice and equity, on 
social freedom and national independence. In this context, stating 
that "the sole certain forecast that could be formulated on to- 
morrow's society is that it will be increasingly complex,” as 
Alfred Sauvy wrote in his book "Socialism en Liberte" /Socialism 
in peecten’, which was recently published in Paris, a book whicn 
proposes to focus on the relation between socialism and freedom, 
means providing a nebulous image to the social perspective. 


The abstract, unscientific approach to the problem of social de- 
velopment proves -- as it results from the above-mentioned book 
but also from many other writings which explore social future 
from anticommunist positions -- that prejudices are far from 
leading to constructive solutions. Actually, this type of books 
add to the selfsame heterogeneous and disjointed ideological 
arsenal which for many decades has been obstinately directed 
against the theory on revolutior and practice of scientific 
socialism. 


As is known, the Marxist social theory has not merely proposed 
to describe the existing world but, essentially, to be instru- 
mental in its change and development, permanently discovering 
in practice the new requirements and prospects for the con- 
stant progress of mankind. In this context, of paramount im- 
portance are the examination and characterization of the new 
historical period proceeding from the realistic and lucid com- 
prehension of the major phenomena and trends, from the dialec- 
tical unity between the defining processes which occur on a 
national and international scale, from the complex and extreme- 
ly diversified nature of the specific contradictions of the 
modern world. 


As a result of the intensified struggle of progressive and de- 
mocratic forces, of the broad people's masses, the revolutionary 
process has nowadays assumed an overall, all-comprehensive, and 
genuinely world character. The course of events demonstrates 
that all the areas of the world, the overwhelming majority of 
the world, One may say the totality of political, economic, 
social and spiritual spheres have been drawn -- in one form or 
another, in one degree or another, at one pace or another -- 
into the orbit of progressive and renewing transformations. 


Touching upon this process, Nicolae Ceausescu indicated that 
the great changes of this period “require a sound estimation 
of the factors and laws that underlie the development of world 
life, comprehension of the fact that all the social development 
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confirms the spirit of the revolutionary concept on the world 

and life, that according to legal requirements, regardless of 

the obstacles and difficulties that may arise, mankind firmly 
advances toward the classless society, toward a society of social 
justice." / 4 


In our days the goals for social progress are endorsed by broader 
and broader social categories, they influence new social options 
and ideological orientations, often reflected in new structures 
of political organization or direct or indirect political co- 
alitions. Furthermore, favorable conditions have developed for 

a broader scientific and technical revolution and the ever 
greater interaction of this revolution with various social pro- 
cesses requires the theoretical survey of new factors involved 
in prefiguring the evolution of social relations. 


Moreover, it is a fact that in the context of the scientific 

and technical revolution, qualitative changes occur among the 
working class but also among other social categories, and this 
cennot but be reflected, in one form or another, also in the 
+heoretical vision on the future development of society, on the 
revolutionary processes. In today’s world, there is an in- 
creasingly accute matter of combining the broad participation 

of the masses in social-political life with the greater and 
ereater assertion of the scientific factors in running society, 
and the masses' access to broader education -- despite all overt 
and hidden barriers and restrictions of the capital -- favors 
the appearance, already under capitalism, of some changes in 
eocial relations, which, of course, do not go as far as the 
radical modification of ownership relations, but which, undoubted 
ly, are instrumental in preparing the conditions for the future 
transition to socialism. 


This underlies the need for theoretically tackling, according to 
the new context, the problem of the role of the various social 
classes -- including that of the working class, which, in 
certain areas of the world, is far from being what is conven- 
tionally designated by this -- in connection with the owner- 
ship relations and the new political structures, taking into 
consideration the whole array of contradictions, discrepancies 
and disfunctionalities of the capitalist society, but also its 
changes, which show a specific capacity of adaptation, of fal- 
ling back -- in some cases not without some compromises -- in 
face of the pressure of the broad masses, of the influences of 
the socialist system as an irreversible historical fact. 


These problems require a specific investigation, new theoretical 
generalizations on which largely depend the responsibilities 

in terms of the more general problem of the social revolution 

in the context of our era, marked by the tremendous scientific 
and technical revolution. The fact that this revolution has 
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in some countries by far preceded the start of the socialist 
revolution proper confronts the parties of the working class 
with many new, “neoclassical” problems. Moreover, it is a 
fact that in economically advanced countries, precisely as a 
result of scientific and technical progress a genuine revolu- 
tionary turn has occurred in the area of material production 
with obvious -- but little theoretically explained -- social 
ramifications. 


Proceeding from this reality, some thinkers wonder if the 
scientific and technical revolution does not “blur” or in- 
definitely “delay" the need for the socialist revolution. Of’ 
course, the question is wrong and illusory, but rather many 
answers provided by some theses and concepts, not peremptorily 
exceeding the structures of the old system, led to reformist- 
demobilizing options in regard to the perspective of revolu- 
tionary changes. The objective analysis of the trends in the 
revolutionary reorganization of the capitalist society is thus 
faced with the task of explaining, in a new manner, which cor- 
responds to our epoch, the movement toward socialism in the 
context of the scientific and technical revolution, of the 
organic alliance of science with democracy, and social theory 
cannot underestimate such real problems without risking to 
trail behind. 


The phenomena of continuous crisis, which, in one or another 
degree, involve all socioeconomic areas of the system based on 
exploitation, indicate that the old relations of inequality, 
oppression and diktat, on a national or international scale, 
generated by capitalism, imperialism, and colonialism, are out- 
dated historically. The capitalist system, its economic policy 
generates waste of material assets and manpower, aggravates the 
crisis of energy and raw materials, fosters the mad armaments 
race and expands inequalities and lags among states. 


These "characteristics" of the epoch result in enriching the 
theory on revolution, and the objective laws, social dialectics 
bring to the center of theoretical and practical concerns the 
probiem of crushing the old shackles which endanger the very 
human civilization. Hence, of tremendous relevance to modern 
revolutionary thinking is Marx's assessment on dialectics ac- 
cording to which the positive understanding of the existing 
reality must also include the understanding of negation of this 
reality, of its necessary destruction, any finished form being 
examined in the flow of movement, that is viewed -- as Marx 
wrote in Postface to the second edition of "The Capital” -- 
in its transient aspect, because by its essence dialectics "is 
critical and revolutionary." / 5 ¥ 

















Complexity of Modern Social Development 


In discussions on the social prospects of mankind there is fre- 
quent emphasis on the problem of the interdependence between the 
overall objectives of the revolutionary transformation of the 
world and the specific traits of the various countries. When 
speaking of the socialist revolution it appears as evident that 
the identity of the overall objectives of this revolution, with- 
out meaning its uniform completion, permanently leaves its im- 
print on the actual embodiment in one or another place and in 
one or another stage. The diversity of the social transforma- 
tions involves, on the one hand, constant noticing by the in- 
ternal subjective factor of the characteristics within the 
framework of the general laws, and on the other hand, selection 
by the revolutionary forces of the possibilities of advance along 
the path of social progress in conformance with the specific 
historical conditions. 





The fact that in our era the communist and workers’ parties 
conduct their activity in different socioeconomic historical 
contexts, being constantly confronted with new specific pro- 
blems, objectively requires each party “to independently for- 
mulate its political line and revolutionary strategy and tac- 
tics, in compliance with the realities in the country involved, 
for seeking the adequate solutions aimed at the revolutionary 
transformation of society." / 6_/ 


Under these conditions, the enrichment of the revolutionary 
theory is organically linked primarily to the dissemination of 
the experience gained nationally in each country in the renewing 
and progressive transformation of society. Of course, it would 
be unscientific and undialectical to consider that on the basis 
of the experience of the revolutionary movement in one country 
or even in several countries one could not formulate theses which 
enrich the general theory. The “limited” character -- as some 
authors consider it -- of experience in one or another country 
cannot provide a reason for diminishing the actual significance 
of this experience. Underestimating the value of the data of 
each party, its capacity of analyzing its own experience equates 
narrowing the front of delving into and estimating the diversi- 
ty and complexity of modern revolutionary processes, with ac- 
creditation --in the final analysis -- of the thesis that the 
general theory can be formulated only by a universal, infallible 
"body," by a “center” endowed with prerogatives to proclaim 
"correctness" or “error.” Approaching in the general-abstract 
manner the thesis on the “uniform and monolithic" character of 
the theory of scientific socialism, some authors maintain that 
its development would be the prerogative of such imaginary col- 
lective bodies. But this vision of the revolutionary theory 
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can only profoundly contradict the tremendous diversity and 
complexity of the situations in which the working class and its 
parties conduct their activities, the essence of the materialistic 
and dialectical concept on the relation between general and 
particular in the socialist revolution and construction. 


As life and historical experience show, the requirements of the 
general principles of scientific socialism, far from having an 
ebstract character, materialize under the specific conditions of 
each country, the new society always being the product of the 
working people in the country involved and not the faithful copy 
of a preexistent pattern, of a "standard." Different in each 
country, the specific historical conditions advocate with the 
strenght of rationality the need for going beyond the hypothesis 
of the universal obligativity of the identical revolutionary 
path, all the more so because also some “antipattern" stands 
hint or even openly state the view that the local alternative 

is “the sole correct path." Furthermore, even the general laws 
and principles are not eternal and valid forever; during the 
process of historical development, some change, assume new forms 
of manifestation, acquire new characteristics or vanish totally. 


The development and enrichment of the theory with new theses and 
conclusions, resulting from experience, from the own revolu- 
tionary struggle constitute an inalienable right -- and also 

a paramount duty -- of each communist party. Of course, it would 
be unjust for the new, “nonclassical” assessments, formulated 

in one or another part of the world on the problem of the paths 
and methods of fight for socialism, for the attempts to think 
“on one’s own" to be labeled -- as it sometimes happens -- as 
“incompatible with the Marxist-Leninist principles." Conversely, 
the interests of the victorious struggle for socialism require 
that the attempts at formulating new strategies and tactics, 
appropriate for the countries in which works each party -- the 
sole factor capable of identifying the approaches which are 
best suited for the country involved -- be hailed, encouraged 
and greeted with trust and care. Collective discussions and ex- 
changes of opinions, theoretical conferences, international col- 
loquiums or any other form of analysis of social processes are 
useful only if they are based on the principles of mutual res- 
pect and norinterference in internal affairs, on scientific ar- 
guments, on rejection of any a priori labeling, factors which 
are capable of stimulating creative thinking. 


The correctness of the principled orientation and practical 
solutions promoted by one or another party stems from the ca- 
pacity to provide an input into the development of scientific 
socialism ‘proceeding from the requirements of social life, from 
its objective data, and by no means can it result from non- 
critical alignment to particular theses and practices which are 











characteristic of different social and national realities or 
different historical conditions. The revolutionary theory con- 
stantly develops and enriches itself in light of the changes 
that occur in social life, in universal knowledge. The manner 

in which effective and efficient action is taken for the accom- 
plishment of the ideals which it proclaims is a decisive factor. 


The new dimensions, which are characteristic of the modern re- 
volutionary process, are primarily reflected in the building of 
the socialist society in several countries. By the successes 
obtained in all socioeconomic areas, by their policy devoted to 
the cause of progress and peace, these countries assert them- 
selves as dynamic factors, with a growing role in international 
life. The world socialist system -- which reflects the legal 
historical process of the victory of the socialist system ina 
number of states which develop independently, in a great diver- 
sity of economic and political conditions, of historical char- 
acteristics -- exerts a growing influence on all present-day 
social development. But one of the conclusions which must con- 
stantly figure in theoretical debates is that the socialist 
system, unique by the fundamental achievements obtained and by 
its essential traits, is established in specific and concretely 
determined ways. One cannot maintain with arguments of social 
practice that socialist reorganization, identical by its nature, 
relegates the diversity of the path for transition to the new 
system to the background. The historical experience gained along 
this road naturally is an asset, it can provide some elements 
to the new revolutionary processes, whose success, however, 
depends solely on creative application of the general theory, 
under the specific social conditions. 


In its broader meaning, of ideal of social justice in the pro- 
cess of assertion, socialism cannot be restricted to the sphere 
of the socialist countries, as things are sometimes presented 
in surveys and books which are still influenced, we may say, 
by the narrow understanding of the idea of socialism -- an un- 
derstanding which is divorced from the increasingly complex 
realities of the peoples’ transition to the new system or 
"guided" by circumstantial, actually arbitrary, criteria. The 
spirit of scientific thinking requires that the revolutionary 
processes characteristic of our times be not measured by evi+ 
dently outdated theses and assessments. 


Undoubtedly, the transition to socialism, the elimination of ex- 
ploitation and oppression of man by man, the establishment of 

new, superior relations within the framework of each country 

are facts of decisive historical importance, but they do not 
involve a simple political overthrow but continuous revolution- 
ary changes. In various areas and countries of the world, changes 
of different intensities and forms occur in the social structures, 


56 














renewing processes develop which, although they are not and do 
not seem to be, at first sight, socialist by their nature and 
contents, are or can be closely related to advance toward a new 
society, undoubtedly constituting a component of the transfor- 
mations specific to our era. In this context, of tremendous 
importance are the triumph of the national liberation movements 
and the disintegration of the colonialist system of imperialism. 
The national liberation struggle, on a continuous increase, has 
reached a higher level, endorsing -- on the scale of the almost 
One hundred new sovereign states that have emerged during the 
last decades, of the developing and nonaligned countries -- the 
cause Of strengthening of national independence, of total eli- 
mination of any foreign domination, of building new interna- 
tional relations based on justice and equality. Some of these 
countries clearly, programmatically opt for a socialist path of 
development, proceeding from their specific conditions and re- 
jecting the system based on exploitation and oppression. 


These orientations must be taken into consideration in the pro- 
cess of continuous enrichment of the modern theory on revolution. 
The new historical realities spotlight the problem of the fac- 
tors and conditions which may promote or, conversely, hamper the 
course toward a new civilization of all mankind, of the factors 
which can underlie the development, along one path or another, 

of the revolution. 


Sometimes, in examining the specific trends of the current in- 
ternational evolution only some factors, only some phenomena 

are subjectively taken into consideration. As is known, it has 
long been considered that two great contradictions mainly oper- 
ate on the international scene: the contradiction between 
socialist countries and capitalist countries (even sometimes 
presented as a contradiction between two “world camps") and the 
contradiction between the capitalist countries. Of course, in 
such a vision, the extremely complex picture of the modern world 
was considerably simplified. In one or another form, unfortunate- 
ly, reminiscences of such a simplifying outlook are still dis- 
played today. 


Actually, the sphere of the contradictions of modern international 
life is exceedingly broad. It includes diverse contradictions, 
whose action involves, as a matter of fact, all states of the 
world and the relations among them. Of course, the contradiction 
between socialism and capitalism, between the world socialist 
System and the world capitalist system continues to be the basic 
contradiction of our era, and its special role can by no means 

be underrated. But also many other contradictions among states 
and groups of states objectively exist in international life: 
contradictions between rich countries and poor countries, more 
precisely between the imperialist, colonialist and neocolonialist 











policy, on tne one hand, and on the other hand, the peoples of 
developing countries; between the overall interests -- economic, 
social and political -- of all mankind, of all the peoples of 
the world and the current profoundly unjust world economic and 
political order; contradictions are also manifest between social- 
ist countries, between developing and nonaligned countries. The 
entire course of events also points out the forceful manifesta- 
tion of the contradiction between the two diametrically opposed 
trends of international political lifes on the one hand, 

the trend toward the maintenance of the spheres of influence and 
domination, toward a new redistribution of these spheres, and, 
on the other hand, the trend toward an end to the imperialist 
policy of strength and diktat, to the spheres of influence, the 
trend toward the independent assertion of all nations of the 
world, detente and peace. 


Of course, the cau: and nature of these contradictions are dif- 
ferent and this fact must be taken into consideration in any 
objective analysis of the current period. But for a realistic 
understanding of the directions of modern society's 
development and the factors which underlie the changes in the 
world, it is necessary to take into consideration the totality 

of contradictions at thie stage and the factors which now or 

in the previsible future might have an impact on their sharp- 
ening or reduction. 


In assessing the course of modern history and the strategical 
chances of the progressive forces, the essential problem in- 
volves constantly realistically evaluating the factors and con- 
ditions capable of entailing the operation, the most successful 
utilization of today's immense militant potential of the broad 
masses, of the peoples of the world, whose role operates dif- 
ferently in various stages of social development. 


A number of social, economic, political and other factors -- 
apparently heterogeneous -- which include, in a brief enumeration, 
the irreversible victory of socialism in several countries; the 
great revolutionary, social and national changes which have oc- 
curred in the world and the radical change jin the world balance 
of power; the increase in the level of awareness and organiza- 
tion of social progressive and democratic forces; rise in the 
interdependence among peoples and nations of the world in the 
context of the inexorable need for real assertion of national 
independence and sovereignty, and so on, underlie special ampli- 
tude and growing diversification of the forces involved in the 
major revolutionary, social and national transformations in the 
world. It is a matter of different forces in terms of their 
social character, but all concerred, objectively, in renewing 
society. The great changes which took place in the structure and 
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configuration of the world anti-imperialist front require new 
theoretical clarifications also in regard to the sphere and con- 
tents of international solidarity. The acceleration of revolu- 
tionary processes on a national and international scale, the in- 
terests of the fight for peace and progress and for socialism 
objectively result in the need for the unity and cooperation of 
all these forces and for their greater cohesion and solidarity. 
Hence, nowadays, the idea of international solidarity involves 
unity, cooperation and solidarity with all socialist countries, 
with all communist parties and also unity, solidarity and co- 
Operation with socialist and social-democratic parties, 

with progressive government parties in developing countries, 
with the national liberation movements, with other progressive, 
democratic parties and organizations. Of course, the solidarity 
and joint action of these extremely diverse forces must be based 
on respect for the independence and autonomy of each of them, a 
fun’. 2ntal requirement of efficient and fruitful cooperation. 


rointing out that Marx and Engels’ fervent revolutionary call 
“Workers in all lands, unite!" is more relevant than ever, 
Nicolae Ceausescu indicated that, under the new historical con- 
ditions, this call should be supplemented to include and mobilize 
the entire range of modern progressive forces. The ample and 
all-comprehensive understanding of international solidarity 
evidently results in the stronger assertion of the force and in- 
fluence of the social components of the struggle for progress 
and enhance their role in the attainment of the goals for an 
equitable and rational society. 


The complex reality of the modern world bears out the truth of 
the Wacxist theory on the historical need and inevitability of 
the transition of all mankind to socialism. The broad revolu- 
tionary processes of social and national liberation, which are 
specific to the modern era, provide telling proofs of the fact 
that in world history the days are long gone when communism was 
a doctrinary "specter" which scared the reactionary rulers, con- 
stantly concerned with organizing all kinds of "crusades" and 
"blockades" against the new system, a temptation which even to- 
day some monopolistic, imperialistic circles display. But the 
social physiognomy of our era, implicitly its political and 
ideological vocabulary, has soundly introduced the idea and 
practice of revolution and socialism. These categories of 
Marxist political science express defining realities of the era 
and the revolutionary process of all mankind's transition to the 
new system, generated by objective historical conditions, which 
differ from one country to another, stimulated by the dynamic 
action of a set of social forces, calls for multilateral analy- 
tical approach, based on lucid examination of practice, inex- 
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ROMANIA 


DEVELOPMENT, QUALITY OF LABOR FORCE EXAMINED IN SIBILU 
Bucharest ERA SOCIALISTA in Romanian No 24, 20 Dec 79 pp 13-i9 
ZArticle by Ion Chirculescu7 


¢texs/ The guidelines of socioeconomic development incorporated 
n the decisions of the 12th Party Congress provide an uplifting 
and bright picture of Romania in future years. The basic goal 
of the 1981-1985 Pive-Year Plan is superior furtherance of the 
implementation of the party Program, rapid economic growth, 
forceful assertion of the scientific-technical revolution in 
all areas, and switch to new quality in the entire socioeconon- 
ic activity. 


Romanian society's entering a superior stage in its development, 
while setting greater requirements in terms of training the 
labor force, also necessitates an intensive activity for up- 
graded professional training of all categories of workers. Pro- 
visions under the next five-year plan envision the vocational 
training of 1.750 million skilled workers and 300,000 techni- 
cians, foremen, and engineers and the retraining of more than 

2 million working people. 


The greater proportion of skilled workers in the total number 
of workers -- a rise from about 85 percent in 1980 to almost 
90 percent in 1985 -- is a qualitative expression of the in- 
crease in the labor force. Consequently, vocational guidance 
and selection in economic and educational units will be stepped 
up and conditions will be provided for extensive use of the cre- 
ative abilities of all working people for full assertion of the 
human individuality. 


The discussion arranged by ERA SOCIALISTA review in conjunction 
with the Sibiu RCP County Committee spotlighted very significant 
facets of labor force training and the upgrading of vocational 
orientation and training. The participants in discussions un- 
derscored their own experience and also advanced opinions and 
suggestions on specific methods for better activity in the area 
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of trainin e labor force in compliance with the requirements 
of the next Fitectear plan. 


Below is a summation of the discussions. 
Educational System in Step With Modern Production Needs 


Vasile Berbulet, first secretary of Sibiu RCP County Committee: 
In conformance with the evolution of the entire economy outlined 
by the i2th Congress, the growth rates of industrial and agri- 
cultural production in Sibiu County under the next five-year 
plan remain high as a result of our party's program option for 
a high rate of accumulation, which makes it possible for all 
Romanian regions to develop rapidly, on the basis of the better 
and bet'>r use of the intensive factors of economic growth. By 
making » st use of its powerful base, Sibiu County in 1985 will 
obtaiy «1 overall per capita output of more than 103,000 lei, 
incl. ii g 81,000 lei in industry and almost 11,000 lei in agri- 
cultu ©. The overall output in industry will be more than 43 bil- 
lion isi, 31.2 percent higher than that for 1980 and all the 
production increase of 10.4 billion lei will be based solely 

On greater labor productivity. This decisive course toward in- 
tensive, qualitative factors of economic growth requires full 
implementation of mechanization and automation programs and a 
large-scale and sustained drive for completion of programs for 
training the labor force, retraining and upgrading of the vo- 
cational standards of the entire work force. 


Training and upgrading the labor force have been constant con- 
cerns of the Sibiu County Committee. It has now placed special 
emphasis on the qualitative improvement of the labor force be- 
cause this is a major requirement which underlies the increase 
in economic efficiency and the transition to new quality in all 
areas of production of material assets. Proceeding from these 
considerations, we are working to implement the decisions of 
the 12th Congress on upgrading the organization and operation 
of lyceal and vocational education, ensuring the organic link 
between education and production, and training young people in 
conformance with the present and long-range socioeconomic needs. 
In each enterprise, the councils of working people are encouraged 
to systematically promote the training of new workers and the 
upgrading of the personnel's skills, the systematic retraining 
of technicians and engineers, of all working people for the 
purpose of improving the overall level of scientific organisa- 
tion and management of production. 


We focus on this direction especially because there are some 
deficiencies in the training of workers. There still are some 
management bodies of school units or enterprises that display 
carelessness, formalism and shallowness, and the party organi- 
zations involved do not take effective steps. Not all school 
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units have curricula that reflect the producticn needs and in 
some cases the instructional programs were not coordinated with 
the actual needs of the units in terms of job pattern. 


The upgrading of the organization and operation of education at 
all levels calls for an intensive activity of realizing, ina 
new concept, the contents of education, of bringing it closely 
to the practical needs and developing a progressive attitude of 
young people toward work and the trade which they have chosen. 
From this derives the responsibility of party bodies and organi- 
zations and of management bodies of economic units for improving 
the material base and production practice and for the theoretical 
and practical training of school youngsters. In all our programs 
we focus on close cooperation between schools and enterprises 
for upgrading the contents of education and bring it to the le- 
vel of the latest scientific and technological advances, for the 
proper organization of the the students’ production activity, 
for provision of specialized technical assistance and full in- 
plementation of the programs for upgrading vocational training 
on the job. Special emphasis is placed on greater responsibili- 
ty of management bodies in enterprises for bringing the school 
closely to the requirements of life, for assigning school gra- 
duates to specialized economic units and ensuring the labor 
force. 


In addition to the activity conducted for ensuring and training 
the work force, special emphasis is placed on providing every 
condition for utilization of all the work force in a superior 
context and with maximum efficiency, because this is a major 
a i for improving labor productivity and economic effi- 
ciency. 


In our ccunty also, the headway made in the area of utilization 
of the labor force is increasingly evident. Significant is the 
rise in labor productivity during the 4 years of this five-year 
plan at an annual average rate of 7.7 percent. The industrial 
production increase was almost fully obtained on the basis of 
this indicator. 


However, the prospects in the area of efficient utilization of 
the labor force are far from being exhaustea. Important reserves 
exist in this area, which have not been adequately used. That is 
why the party county committee has initiated specific projects 
which are meant to ensure the greatest nobilizgation of the local 
manpower resources, the greater involvement of women in produc- 
pe activities, and stabilization of the able-bodied popula- 
on. 


Much attention is paid to implementation of the party policy of 
modernizing and mechanizing the agricultural sector. Better 





technical equipment for agricultural production, use of modern 
techniques in farming and animal husbandry, and better crop 
zoning, in addition to ensuring the wise utilisation of the 
labor force, create conditions for relieving a segment of the 
population and drawing it into nonagriculivral branches, espe- 
cially in industry and construction. 


For the purpose of decreasing the necessary number in terms of 
male manpower and, by andlarge, more wisely utilising the man- 
power resources, under the next five-year plan conditions will 
be created for the broader involvement of women in production 
and the redistribution of some jobs in a number of areas which 
are now done by men. The rational utilization of female labor 
resources will lead to the greater proportion of women in the 
total number of employees, especially in industry, which in 
1985 will stand at 42 percent. 


In order to ensure the increase in the production capacity of 
labor the party county committee conducts a large-scale acti- 
vity for mechanization and automation of production, upgrading 
of the skills of all the work force, scientific organization 
of work, full use of working hours and production facilities, 
and strengthening of order and discipline in work. Our aim is 
that all party organizations make these goals an integral part 
of their daily activities and their projects be specific, mo- 
bilizing and effective. Moreover, we urge that special empha- 
sis be placed on combating turnover, a phenomenon which is com- 
mon enough and which has an adverse effect on production. 


An important source of boosting production and labor productivi- 
ty and significantly increasing efficiency in all the branches 
of production of material assets involves raising the training 
and productivity of unskilled workers and of workers in auxi- 
liary jobs to a higher level so that they may go to jobs which 
have a higher social usefu) ness. 


Nistor Palcu, secretary of the Sibiu RCP County Committee: The 
upgrading of the structure and contents of education and poly- 
technical education are among the prime directions aloi.g which 
school meets the basic orientations of socioeconomic develop- 
ment of this country and of each county and each locality. 


The decisions of the 12th Congress confront the school with new 
requirements whose level we must meet with full responsibility 
because Only in this way eaucation will be capable of providing 
the necessary number of workers which is continuously on the 
increase, polytechnical education and integration with produc- 
tion, vocational orientation and selection, and multilateral and 
qualitatively superior schooling of pupils and students, pri- 
marily on the basis of long-range vocational balance. 
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In accordance with the county's needs of socioeconomic develop- 
ment, during the 1981-1985 period we plan to train in various 
schooling forms more than 61,000 workers and almost 5,000 cadres 
with medium-grade and college education. Consequently, the par- 
ty county committee has taken a set of measures designed to en- 
sure the training of work force upon a pattern for the various 
trades and specialities and in the number and periods called for 
by the needs of production. Every economic unit has worked out 
programs which concretize the material means, the organizational 
framework, the target dates, and the tasks of specialized de- 
partments and responsible parties for recruitment, qualifica- 
tion and vocational upgrading of the work force in the various 
sections, shops and each point of production. 


Vasile Popa, vice chairman of the Sibiu County Council for Work- 
er Control of Socioeconomic Activity: The educational network 
and structure conform with the immediate and long-range needs 

in terms of training the work force. The 26 lyceums train Roma- 
nian, German and Hungarian students in 21 specialities, includ- 
ing 82 percent in industry and agriculture. As a result of 
10-year general education, the lyceum is different from what it 
was a decade ago when it only included a smail number of young 
people. It is a more comprehensive lyceum which can no longer 
use yesterday's methods and concept. It uses a quite new outlook, 
focusing on the projection of 1990, when 12-year education will 
Operate on an overall scale. 


Proceeding from these considerations, I feel that a clear speci- 
fication of the concept of lyceum is necessary, so that this 
schooling system may fully meet the needs of production which is 
more and more dynamic and modern in terms of structure and spe- 
Cialization. When emphasizing this matter I have in mind the fact 
that the educational network is the factor that must make a se- 
lection of values and aptitudes and as an outcome of integration 
the factory must represent the point of vocational training and 
of finalization of youngsters’ molding for work and life. Pre- 
cisely from this angle I fee] that a number of improvements are 
required, so that the lyceum should train not so-called "brief- 
case" people but dependable cadres. I believe that one example 
will make the point. Even though Sibiu has two lyceums specialized 
in construction, we have a shortage of workers in this area, and 
this shortage is becoming more acute because very few gra- 
duates go to work on construction sites. 


Ioan Munteanu, chairman of the County Committee for Socialist 
Education and Culture: The schooling forms would be far more ef- 
fective if due attention was paid to the sex structure of the 
labor force for various jobs. This factor is not too much taken 
into consideration and this partly accounts for the shortage of 











skilled workers in some jobs. For instance, the two specialized 
lyceums in construction are capable of providing a large number 
of workers. Actually the facts are different, because 60 per- 
cent of students involves girls, who after graduation, as a rule, 
turn to jobs other than construction. 


Alexandru Reimer, chairman of the Miercurea Sibiului Unified 
Agroindustrial Council: Of great practical usefulness would be 
the wiser location of agricultural lyceums. Actually this is ne- 
cessary because of the role and significance of unified agro- 
industrial councils. Practical reasons prompt me, for instance, 
to consider as necessary tie establishment of an agricultural 
lyceum in the radius of the Miercurea Sibiului agroindustrial 
council, which includes 17 agricultural units, with an agricul- 
tural area of 20,000 ha and four localities. As a result, by its 
entire functionality, the lyceum would blend with agricultural 
practice and this would ensure the youngsters’ orientation to- 
ward the sphere of agriculture, uprooting the mental attitude 
according to which if one studies in town one does not have to 
work in the village, in agriculture. I do not believe that the 
Sibiu agricultural lyceum students’ field practice involving 
tractor driving on the town's streets is without consequences. 


Nicolae Birsan, secretary of the party committee and chairman of 
the council of working people 2t the Sibiu “Balanta” Enterprise: 
Concurrently with diversifying production, we introduced mecha- 
nization and automation, a fact which made it possible for us to 
involve a large number of women workers, who now account for 
one-fourth of the labor force. We have production sectors 

in wnich women only are employed and for some jobs labor pro- 
ductivity is twice as high as tnat for men. 


Currently we have women who attend the foremen classes and this 
proves that they are capable of leading work teams in the machine 
building industry. 


It would be efficient if the hierarchically higher bodies approve 
a hydraulics vocational school because in our enterprise this 
speciality accounts for 75 percent of the activity and even more 
expansion is envisioned under the next five-year plan. 


Lucian Ghindea, manager of the Sibiu "Flamura Rosie” Enterprise: 
So far there has been no success in corelating the schooling 
plans with the needs of enterprises. Although the educational 
network has been tied to the needs of development and moderniza- 
tion of the branches involved with the production of material 
assets, in rather many cases, such as that of the “Flamura Rosie” 
Enterprise, the work force in the necessary vocational makeup 

has not been ensured. For instance, even though we do not need 
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them, college graduates specialized in chemistry or design are 
assigned to our unit. In exchange, though we have been every year 
asking for them, we do not receive according to our needs machine 
building engineers or economists and we must employ people with 
medium-grade education for these jobs. 


Teodor Topa, director of the Directorate for Labor and Social 
Welfare: I do not think that it is a matter of noncorrelation 
of the schooling plan with the needs of enterprises but rather 
of deficient estimates on the labor force and this disrupts the 
system of training in conformance with the required vocational 
pattern. 


Vasile Popa: Of course, the estimates on ensuring and training 
the labor force need to be improved, a matter which, moreover, 
has constantly focused the attention of the party county commit- 
tee. For example, based on up-to-date methods, experts defined 
the demographic dynamics of the county, the real sources for pro- 
viding production with manpower, the changes in the pattern of 
jobs, and other factors, which indicate that under the next five- 
year plan we can ensure from the county's sources only two-thirds 
of the required labor force, with the remainder coming from 

Other counties. Hence, the estimates made indicate an evident 
reality and the qualitative upgrading of estimates will only 
confirm the truth that the pivotal issue in training the labor 
force involves on-the-job training and greater material incen- 
tives, especially in the area of jobs which involve manpower 
shortage. Out of all the work force which will be trained under 
the next five-year plan, more than 56 percent will be trained on 
the job and under the appreticeship system. 


Lucian Ghindea: Greater mobility of the vocational training net- 
work would eliminate some difficulties which we are encountering 
in training the labor force. I have in mind the situation at the 
"Flamura Rosie" Enterprise, that cannot train metalworkers for 
itself -- cutters, pianers, grinders and turners -- at the Sibiu 
School Group of the Ministry of the Light Industry, because this 
school group's streamline only involves training knitters and 
textile garment workers. 


Ana Nicolau, inspector general at the Sibiu County School In- 
spectorate: In training the labor force we cannot have in mind 
the county's interests only. Under the training plan we must 
train for particular jobs a number of workers for other counties 
as well. Each school in the vocational education system trains 
labor force in specific trades according to its specialization. 


Vasile Popa: It is an ergument which may be valid when the pro- 
blem is tackled on an overall basis, but our county's practice 
invalidates it. There are many cases when young people who come 





from other countries to train here for one or another job after 
graduation or afterl or 2 years return to their original loca- 
tion. 


Lucian Ghindea: It is not accidental that speakers here pointed 
out the need for tailoring the schooling system to meet the needs 
of enterprises. If the educational network had the mobility which 
I mentioned above and if there was full agreement between the 
laws in force and the educational system, many young people would 
be more easily attracted to one or another trade and consequent- 
ly the enterprises would be capable of expeditiously and totally 
solving their problems in terms of training and upgrading the 
labor force. 


Carol Ulbrich, director of the Sibiu School Group under the 
Ministry of the Light Industry: In a certain way, the enterprises 
have a narrow departmental approach. I do not think that it is 
advisable and also it is impossible to have all kinds of voca- 
tional schools in every county. 


Nicolae Nan, vice chairman of the Sibiu County People's Council: 
The solution to the problem under discussion lies, in my view, 
in the organization of vocational schools on the basis of the 
principles of polyqualification. The organization of schools 
in light of two, three or four skills leads to narrow speciali- 
zation and this hampers and cannot but hamper polyqualification. 


Teodor Topa: The difficulties which the enterprises encounter 
in recruiting young people for specific jobs are not generated 
only by some deficiencies of the educational system which were 
pointed out here, but also by other factors, such as inadequate 
provision of material incentives in performing some jobs because 
of a less stimulating pay. Suffice it to say that the turners, 
cutters, grinders and others, in other words metalworkers, jobs 
which involve rather demanding skills, in terms of pay are 
slightly different from other workers. Moreover, in production 
sectors of some enterprises, there is a lag in terms of moder- 
nization of processes, which results in still rather arduous 
working conditions, and this is not attracting young people to 
do the jobs involved, such as, for instance, the job of metal 
foundryman. 


Dan Vasu, manager of the Sibiu County Enterprise for Construc- 
tion and Assembly: Taking into consideration the social import- 
ance of each skill in the context of material incentives is a 
major condition for ensuring the labor force in the vocational 
pattern required by production, for the stability of this force 


and the qualitative upgrading of the professionalism of work- 
ers. 
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In my view, it is not accidental that skilled construction work- 
ers leave and go to work in industrial enterprises because there 
they work 8 hours, their pay is rather the same and in their 
leisure time they do jobs for private parties. Likewise, 
young people's reservations vis-a-vis construction jobs -- 4 sec- 
tor in which mechanization is markedly lagging -- is not an 
accidental factor. 


Vocational Orientation, Selection 


Teodor Moldovan, first secretary of the Medias Municipal RCP 
Committee: Overall polytechnical education and multilateral 
training of young people is not a situational matter but is a 
component of the broad process of building a modern economy 

with a complex structure, based on key industrial branches. This 
context highlights the paramount importance assumed by schoo. 
and vocational orientation of young people, which underiies con- 
ditions for ensuring the required number of workers with the 
various skills and for the assertion of human individuality 

by best utilization of everyone's aptitudes. Above the scnooi, 
the parents are those who, because of estimating the bents, 

can cultivate attraction to one or another skill, can success- 
fully mold and can orientate their children's aspirations, in- 
culcating them with love for the trade. 


I feel that in the area of orientation there still are some 
problems which must be resolved. Resolution would e|iminate 


Situations such as the one where the school trains youngsters 
for various jobs without also being familiar with the enter- 
prises' needs for workers in various jobs. The school, in con- 


junction with enterprises, must work out a plan for training 
workers in light of the specific needs and projections of pro- 
duction in each economic unit. 


Carol Ulbrich: I feel that the schools should reintroduce psy- 
chophysical tests for trainees. This would provide a scienti- 
fic basis in the trainees’ orientation on the basis of their 
inclinations and aptitudes. Moreover, modern education is in- 
conceivable without scholastic and vocational orientation. 


I do not understand why the laboratories for scholastic and 
vocational orientation were closed. In the School Group for 
training in the area of the light industry there was such a 
laboratory in which several hundred thousand lei had been in- 
vested and which was very necessary to use for the orientation 
and training of students. Furthermore, this laboratory was 

the location for completing projects also for other schools 
and even for enterprises. 


The maintenance and especially expansion of a testing system, 
even from the first grades, considerably eases the orientation 





of students in selecting their vocation. Based on estima- 

tion of the aptitudes and inclination of each young person, the 
school is capable of developing the entire educational process 
on the foundation of scientific criteria which provide protec- 
tion against haphazardness and long searches for detecting the 
youngsters’ qualities. 


Lucian Ghindea: I feel that the closing of laboratories within 
the framework of the school network is not a positive factor. 

At the "Flamura Rosie" Enterprise, before we established our 
laboratory for vocational psychology and orientation we had many 
failures in training workers for various jobs. For instance, we 
were training machinists in light of the enterprise's needs 

and people's wishes without estimating aptitudes and many of 
these people had different inclinations. Now, since we have this 
laboratory, we provide better orientation in training people 

and promoting workers to the position of foreman. 


Ana Olteanu, secretary of the Sibiu Municipal RCP Committee: 
In the process of integration of education with research and 
production, the role of the school in training workers gains 
new dimension. This calls for the school's exerting -- by the 
various means within its reach -- a strong influence on the 
vocational orientation of young people. 


There are specific jobs which, because of the working condi- 
tions involved, are regarded as exceedingly difficult. However, 
in many enterprises significant changes have occurred in terms of 
production conditions, modern processes, mechanization and au- 
tomation, considerably easing labor. But not too much is said 
about tiese changes and schools arrange few visits to enter- 
prises during which students can actually see the new working 
conditions in operation. 


Nicolae Nan: It is necessary to effectively combat the mental 
attitudes of some parents who consider that if the young person 
has graduated lyceum necessarily he must become an office work- 
er. It is evident that this mental attitude is harmful to the 
school and vocational orientation of young people. 


Nistor Palcu: Both vocational orientation and vocational selec- 
tion are closely tied in with the instructional programs. In 
spite of the improvements made, the instructional programs still 
do not meet the requirements of a modern, efficient school be- 
cause they contribute too little to developing skills, innovative 
spirit, individuality in work, dedication to the job, and pro- 
motion of aptitudes. 


Achieving real integration of education primarily means in- 
structional programs allowing, not formally, but practically, 
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through their structure, for a multilateral theoretical and 
practical training. 


Ana Nicolau: The documents of the 12th Congress place special 
emphasis on polyqualification and comprehensive training of 
schoolchildren and students. This is an essential requirement 
for upgrading the quality of the labor force. 


Real possibilities exist for accelerating the broadly actual as- 
sertion of this principle. I feel that consequently it is ne- 
cessary to improve the instructional programs and ensure the 
material conditions for the theoretical and practical training 
of students. Currently, neither the time assigned to imbibing 
practical knowledge nor the instructional programs permit train- 
ing based on the principle of polyqualification. 


Carol Ulbrich: In my view, polyqualification, as it has been 
conceived, has not yet gone beyond the stage of a slogan. This 
accounts for the fact that instead of making the required improve- 
ments in the instructional programs, experts resorted to the 
simplest, but harmful, solution, namely combining the related 
jobs. But this is not polyqualification. For instance, in the 
case of our school group, also, we were required to provide 
polyqualification by proceeding from the idea that the job of 

a knitter is related to that of textile garment worker. Two 
years later this idea, which, we must say, was totally wrong, 
was abandoned. Because, in our case, polyqualification does not 
mean the student's assimilating the two skills but, on the con- 
trary, it means the trainee on the knitter job becoming familiar 
with all the machines in the knitting industry, notably cir- 
cular machines and straight knitting machines. 


Consequently, for the purpose of actually completing polyquali- 
fication it is necessary, among other things, to prepare in- 
structional programs in accordance to this principle. 


Vasile Popa: The quality of education will improve concurrently 
with the students’ practice in school-shops becoming an integral 
part of the training of young people for work and for life. But 
presently many school-shops operate on the basis of a rather 
formal plan, they are provided with the required machines and 
apparatus, and the trainers regard rather superficially the 
trainees’ practical work. 


Moreover, the current instructional program does not fully meet 
the needs of an efficient practical work. In addition to being 
loaded with useless elements, the program does not provide the 
trainee with sound practical training so that on finishing school 
he may successfully perform on the job of his choice. Further- 
more, the program does not provide the necessary conditions 
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for conducting the practical training in an efficient manner and 
for a defined purpose. It is not accidental that the trainees’ 
involvement in extramural activities is considered as practical 
production work. Consequently, it is not surprising that a lyceum 
graduate does not master a skill and in production he must start 
from scratch. 


Ioan Munteanu: If we are now faced with turnover involving a 
particular section of the labor force, this also results from 
the deficiencies in the area of vocational guidance and selec- 
tion. Some young people take a job, but in production it is more 
an involvement of their name because most of the time they spend 
it elsewhere, protected by dubious doctor's notes. Others train 
as construction workers or machine operators and after a while 
transfer to industrial enterprises. These and other aspects which 
involve reservations regarding one or another job face educa- 
tional experts with greater demands in terms of vocational 
guidance and selection and in their activities to combat these 
outdated mental] attitudes which are very harmful. The point is 
to make the programs attractive and diversified, with the focus 
On imprinting on the youngsters’ minds the sense of duty and 
pride over the job chosen. 


Advancing Vocational Training 


Nistor Palcu: The county party committee constantly focuses on 
the manner in which the school is meeting the needs facing it 
and the continuously growing requirements of the county's eco- 
nomy. The training of young people centers on education through 
work and for work, fostering dedi:sation to learning and respect 
and valuation for the makers of material and spiritual assets. 
All projects are aimed at making each young person fully com- 
prehend that the highest expression of love for homeland in- 
volves devoted work to increase the material and spiritual 
wealth of our society and the effort to attain the highest peaks 
of socialist civilization. The leading bodies 9f schools and 
the Union of Communist Youth organizations are helped to con- 
duct intensive work for developing the spirit of responsibi- 
lity in implementing the production assignments, in firmly es- 
tablishing exemplary discipline in the activity of students, of 
young workers and experts in industrial and agricultural units, 
in enhancing their interest for vocational training and for 
broader knowledge. The enterprise management bodies are more 
efficiently involved in resolving the problems of vocational 
training and upgraded skills of young people, in meeting the 
many social-administrative needs. 


Teodor Moldovan: The school, just like the enterprise, must have 


identical responsibility in training young people for work and 
life. The school is not an aim in itself. It must train cadres 
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with a sound and multilateral background. However, it would be 
wrong to assess the training of workers in today's lyceal system 
in light of the vocational school that operated 15 years ago. 
Today's lyceum trains highly skilled workers to meet the immediate 
and long-range needs of our society, plus foremen, technicians 
and specialists. But in this context both the school and the en- 
terprise must join their efforts to provide the theoretical and 
practical training of students. The fact that some enterprises 
provide the school-shops with machines which they no longer use 
in production and that some experts are not concerned with the 
trainees’ practical production work d0es not help anybody. Con- 
sequently, there must be fruitful cooperation between school and 
enterprise, concurrently with constant concern for ridding the 
textbooks of what is not needed for training the students and 
practical work, of formalism and shallowness. 


Victoria Galdean, secretary of the Agnita Town Party Committee: 
Polytechnical education in lyceums and its capacity of providing 
multilateral theoretical and practical background to students 
involves, on a higher level, the relation between school and 
production, increasing the responsibility of both the school 
and the enterprise. 


It is known that there is a great difference between the gra- 
duates of specialized lyceums and graduates of vocational schoals 
to the effect that the first-mentioned have greater theoretical 
knowledge and the last-mentioned master their trade better. 


Vasile Popa: We have established 10-year general education and 
this is very creditable. Moreover, according to the decisions 

of the 12th Congress, 12-year general education will be in oper- 
ation by 1990. In my view, in the context of this goal, it is 
necessary to reappraise the time assigned for training a young 
person in one trade or another. 


I point out this matter because the instructional program does 
not ensure the best conditions for training workers in some 
trades. This is reflected in the failure to ensure the period 

of years needed for training workers. Presently, the duration of 
training, either in lyceums or vocational schools, is inadequate. 
While in the not too distant past the worker's training took 

3-4 years and even longer, the period now is about a year and 

a half. Afterwards, however, the young person needs several more 
years to master the trade. 


That is why I feel thatit is necessary to extend the training 
period for specific jobs: toolman, puncher, and lathe operator. 








Zaharia Ionescu, chief engineer at the Sibiu “13 December" En- 
terprise: Without any intention to generalize, I feel that cur- 
rently, for specific jobs, such as leather seamer, on-the-job 
training ensures far better workers than the vocational 
schools. 


It would be very useful if the law on education would provide 
for effective methods which ensure on-the-job training on the 
basis of nonparticipation in production, as was the case in the 
not too distant past. This would make it possible for the en- 
terprises to more easily meet their need for workers in various 
jobs. 


Teodor Moldovan: In the vocational training of young workers the 
foreman plays a decisive role in promoting devotion and drive 
which are characteristic of young people. If the role of the 
foreman does not make itself felt here and there this is due to 
the fact that until recently there were no provisions on the 
role of the foreman. This caused some difficulties even in the 
area of guidance to young people. If to this we add the proce- 
dure of promoting to the position of foreman people who did not 
meet all requirements involved by the job, we can understand why 
in rather many cases some foremen did not enjoy professional 
authority. 


Zaharia Ionescu: I advance the idea that foremen and highly 
skilled workers be encouraged to train young people. This train- 
ing requires time, patience, and especially discrimination in 
order to detect each person's aptitudes and inclinations. 


Carol Ulbrich: There is the need for upgrading the programs. 
Presently, in some lyceums -- specialized in machine building, 
physics or chemistry -- the program is not sufficiently dif- 
ferentiated. Perhaps this also is the reason for overloaded 
programs and this isadeficiency in the instructional program. 


In another context, I feel that it was a very wrong idea to cur- 
tail the technology classes for the second level, a fact which 
harms the students’ vocational training. Moreover, the changes 
which occur during the year in the instructional program cause 
equal harm to the educational process. 


Ana Nicolau: Many textbooks require significant upgrading because 
they now incorporate a large amount of information of little use 
and have low accessibility. For the purpose of meeting require- 
ments it is important that the authors be lyceum teachers and 
very familiar with the basic scientific disciplines -- mathema- 
tics, physics, chemistry, and biology. 
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In my view, preparation of textbooks by university professors 

is not the best possible solution. Of course, the textbooks are 
not unsatisfactory in terms of scientific level. But unfortunately, 
they do not correspond to the assimilation capacity of the 

lyceum or vocational school student. For instance, the physics 
textbook for the ninth grade is at the level of differential cal- 
culus, which the student only studies in the eleventh grade. 


Nicolae Nan: There must be a qualitative turn in terms of con- 
tents of textbooks and the instructional program. But, equally 
and perhaps even more important is the manner in which the teach- 
ers pass on the required knowledge to the students. I feel that 
the textbook and the program must be interpreted by the teacher 
and not transmitted word for word. Education is efficient when 
the teacher displays concern for selecting the matters in order 
to avoid burdening the students with outdated knowledge. Un- 
fortunately, there is not too much creativity in applying the 
instructional program and in using the textbooks. The program 

is a tool which is a guide to work and in this context the text- 
book must be interpreted by each educationist. 


Nicolae Birsan: The upgrading of vocational training also in- 
volves a more stimulating system which provides material incen- 
tives to workers in improving their skills. I highlight this 
factor because the council of working people has not been as- 
signed a natural power, in my view, namely the right to more 
rapidly promote a worker who proves qualities involved in tran- 
sition from one category to another. Furthermore, the current 
laws do not duly encourage the promotion of young people, be- 
cause they contain some criteria which do not take into con~ 
Sideration the exceptional qualities and aptitudes of some 
young people. In my opinion, it would be efficient for the en- 
terprise, for the council of working people to have the power 
to promote young people in light of their qualities and in com- 
pliance with the needs of production. 


Lucian Ghindea: There is the need for the laws on promotion of 
workers from one category to another to stipulate some powers 
for the council of working people. This would encourage the up- 
grading of skills and stability of the labor force. For instarre, 
I have in mind expert workers, highly skilled cadres, genuine 
jewelers of production and catalysts of youthful enthusiasm, 

of drive to top performance. Unfortunately, the law only per- 
mits the promotior of a particular percentage of all workers 

to the category ot expert worker. Consequently, if an enter- 
prise actually has more workers who deserve to be promoted to 
this category, it is not possible to do it. Actually, there are 
such cases at the “Flamura Rosie" Enterprise. Because we can- 
not comply with this natural right, these workers intend to 

go to other enterprises where the number of expert workers is 





below the allowed level and, hence, hiring to this position is 
feasible. 


It is understandable that these formal barriers hamper the as- 
piration to vocational assertion, do not encourage people with 
outstanding qualities to improve their skills, and deprive 
production of able people who could be an incentive to young 
people in their work and in improving skills. 


Ioan Munteanu: Artistic activity can be more instrumental in the 
qualitative improvement of the labor force. In enterprises and 
in schools, workers, trainees and students are required to per- 
form better, and this is normal, but in terms of artistic and 
cultural events they are not offered adequate events. In many 
cases the clubs have stereotype, shabby, insipid, and tasteless 
programs. There are few enterprises that have organized clubs, 
with an interesting cultural-artistic and entertaining activity. 
Under these conditions, no wonder that some young workers fre- 
quent coffee houses and bars. 


Moreover, television could do more in its youth programs. It 
would be more instructive to replace tne sterile talks on the 
behavior of young people and on their life problems with a dis- 
cussion with young people who are concerned with technology or 
literature, are bold, have idess, and do not act in a studio- 
made fashion. Also, the theatre should provide more plays which 
make young people more responsive and develop their eagerness 
for knowledge and assertion, plays which reflect human yey 
and suffering and by no means plays where meetings are held and 
life flows according to specific charts, with people belonging 
to two categories: good and evil. 


Ana Olteanu: A spot check made in schools indicates that students 
still read little modern literature. Moreover, one of the causes 
is the poor quality of some novels which, no matter how indul- 
gent one may be, one can hardly read them. As is normal, in teach- 
ing, literature is an educational factor, one of influencing 
and of molding characters. Unfortunately, we rather lack a a 
particular type of literature, namely plays dealing with pro- 
blems of school youth. Young people want to act in theatre, to 
understand it, to compete with young people in other schools. 

But these projects are rather rare. Moreover, little is done in 
terms of materialistic-scientific education, a field where 
almost all is limited to lectures or specialized projects and 
popular science programs. I believe that literature which tackles 
this kind of issues is not a negligible matter. 


Victoria Galdean: In cultural-sports and entertainment programs 
it should be taken into consideration that young people, by the 
characteristic of their age, are rather impatient, do not stand 
Stereotypes and fixed patterns.It is precisely the character- 
istics of young people which must be taken into account when 
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preparing and organizing various cultural-artistic and enter- 
tainment and sports events. 


Ioan Munteanu: There are more and more enterprises that have 
switched to the shorter working week and their number is on the 
increase. However, it seems that we are not well prepared to of- 
fer young people and the other working people a surplus of cul- 
a and artistic events. So far, we have been organizing -- on 
a rather systematic basis -- trips, but this is very little. I 
feel that we should go beyond this stage, because if culture is 
costly inculture is even more costly. 


Vasile Barbulet: The implementation of the decisions of the 

12th Congress places emphasis on the need for upgrading all 
party activity to meet the requirements of socioeconomic develq@- 
ment. Everywhere, in enterprises and institutions, in schools, 
the effort to achieve new quality, to bring about the assertion 
of worker self-management is accompanied by the greater role of 
party organizations in running all socioeconomic life. 


The great goals under the next five-year plan, which define the 
priority of raising the efficiency of all economic activity and 
the full assertion of the scientific-technical revolution prompt 
us to focus on the qualitative facet of work, on the high quali- 
fication of cadres. Therefore, the party county committee and 
the party organizations place emphasis on improving the overall 
standard of education, upgrading the training and vocational 
advancement of working people, which in the final analysis are 
decisive factors of implementation of the short- and long-term 
socioeconomic assignments. 


Focusing on greater degree of efficiency, the party county com- 
mittee will further periodically survey the quality of education, 
the development of practical production work of students, the 
procedure of school sponsoring enterprises in supporting this 
program, the work climate for young newcomers on the job, and 
the manner in which they are assisted to blend into the work 
context and to complete their professional and social assign- 
ments. We must inculcate in every party organization a dynamic 
style of work which ensures profound knowledge of facts and up- 
grading of all the political-organizational activity. 


The training of the labor force to meet the requirements of a 
modern economy involves systematic and persevering efforts for 
the assertion of integration of education with production and 
research, educational programs with a broad amount of ideas and 
influencing capacity, encouragement of technical-scientific 
creativity, of sports and physical exercise. By displaying a 
high revolutionary spirit, the party organizations are directly 
involved in the constant improvement of the working people's 








standard of civilization, in provision of conditions for full 
assertion of human individuality. 


Inspired by the decisions of the 12th Party Congress, the com- 
munists, all working people -- Romanians, Germans, Hungarians 

and other coinhabiting nationalities -- in Sibiu County are join- 
ing their creative efforts to obtain new successes in every area 
of activity, thus providing their input into the development 

of our country and raising the standard of living of all the 
people. 
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NEED FOR ELIMINATION OF FORCE FROM WORLD POLICY STRESSED 
Bucharest ERA SOCIALISTA in Romanian No 24, 20 Dec 79 pp 30-33 
Article by Corneliu Bogdan/7 


[Text7 Elimination of force from international relations un- 
doubtedly is a priority goal of the efforts of all peoples, of 
the entire world community for the purpose of achieving a world 
of peace, concord and progress. Any attempt at resolving by 
force an international problem or difference, no matter how 
limited it may be, can rapidly expand, in the context of modern 
interdependences, and is a direct threat to global peace. Pre- 
cisely these considerations result in the foreign policy of our 
party and state being pervaded with concern for involvement in 
the peaceful settlement of disputes among states, in the resolu- 
tion of the complex problems of our era, snly by political 
means, by means of negotiations, in the elimination of force, 
in any form, from world policy. 


The 12th Congress of the Romanian Communist Party powerfully 
reaffirmed this paramount concern of our party, of all our people. 
Based on the materialistic-dialectical analysis of international 
phenomena, the documents of the congress pointed out the stronger 
and stronger confrontation between two diametrically opposed 
trends: on the one hand, the trend toward maintaining the spheres 
of influence and domination, toward a new redistribution of these 
spheres, and on the other hand, the trend toward ending the im- 
perialist policy of force and diktat, the spheres of influence, 
and ensuring the independent assertion of all nations, peace 

and progress of all mankind. 


Emphasizing that the confrontation of these two trends will con- 
tinue tc characterize world policy in the coming years, that the 
trends toward consolidation and distribution of the spheres of 
influence will persist and even amplify, sp2lling new dangers 

to the peace of nations, the congress also strongly confirmed 
our party's assessment that today there are in the world social 
forces which --by acting in unity -- can ensure a policy of 











independence and cooperation, of lasting peace among nations. 
“Proceeding from these realities,” Nicolae Ceausescu pointed 
out in the report given at the congress, “the logical conclu- 
sion which can be drawn is that all efforts must be exerted 
for total elimination of the policy of force and diktat in in- 
ternational life, elimination of interference in the domestic 
affairs cof other states, the policy of spheres of influence, 
and hegemony, that an end must be firmly put to imperialist, 
colonialist and neocolonialist rule, while furthering a policy 
based on respect for national independence and sovereignty, 
cooperation on an equal footing and on mutually advantageous 
bases among states.” 


Reflecting the clash between the two trends mentioned above, 
the picture of world affairs is contradictory and even para- 
doxical from the beginning. The principles and standards of in- 
ternational law, beginning with those confirfied by the UN Char- 
ter up to those laid down in recent bi- and multi-lateral in- 
ternational documents, proclaim in unprecedentedly firm terms 
the prohibition of use of force or threat with force in inter- 
national relations. Countless state leaders, prominent political 
personalities and authoritative experts point out the extremely 
dangerous natureof attempts at force, inclusively to the ini- 
tiators. This assessment is, moreover, also based on the history 
of attempts in recent year at resolving international disputes 
by force, attempts which not only did not resolve the disputes 
but worsened them and caused incalculable loss and suffering 

t» the peoples involved and grave harm to overall peace and 
security. Furthermore, international life spotlights the per- 
sistence and even worsening of some older conflicts, the recru- 
descence of the methods of force, the acceleration of the arms 
race, the intensification of the policy of domination and di- 
vision of the world into spheres of influence. Recently, there 
have been more and more official statements by some governments 
on stepped up military preparations for maintenance, consoli- 
dation or even expansion of their influence in specific areas 
of the world. 


This contradictory situation not only has reactivated a series 
of fatalist concepts on tne “inevitability"of the use of force 
in internationai life but has also caused some experts, who 
a few years ago maintained that there was a trend toward a de- 
crease in the role of force in international relations, to re- 
appraise their views. For instance, Klaus Knorr, professor at 
the Princeton University and chief editor of WORLD POLITIJSS 
review, wrote: "Today I am less sure than I was in 1965 -- 

if we take ‘nto consideration the overall picture -- that the 
use and usefulness of force have decreased or, even if they 
have decreased, that this change will prove more than temporary, 
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not to say that it would mean the beginning of a strong growing 
trend." / 1_7 The problems, doubts and questions of Knorr not on- 
ly have an academic or rhetorical nature, they concern broad 
sections of world opinion, because the answers given directly 
involve the prospects of world peace, security and cooperation. 


The objective and lucid evaluation of the dangers spelled by the 
recrudescence of the policy of strength and of the prospects and 
especially of the practical means for replacing this policy by 
a new policy, based on justice and equity, in our view, must 
originate in determination of the existence or inexistence of 
objective premises capable of providing the real possibility 

for achieving this goal. 


If we consider from this angle the current stage and evolution 
of the policy of strength, we note that even the most skeptical 
analyses record these premises. Even Klaus Knorr, analyzing the 
attempts at using economic coercion means on an international 
scale, reaches the conclusion according to which “the most 
striking aspect_of_ these attempts is that almost always they 
have failed." / 27 


Moreover, due to the great transforming processes that are 
taking place in the world, another important area of manifesta- 
tion of the policy of strength -- the big powers’ attempts at 
imposing their will on some small countries -- is constantly 
shrinking. Our era, as Alastair Buchan, former director of the 
London Institute of Strategical Studies, noted, differs from 
preceding eras by “the capacity of the small to defy the big." 
And Knorr remarks: "The era of _ cheap victories of the big powers 
in the third world is gone." / 3/7 


Furthermore, the scientific and technical revolution has created 
not only the modern weapons for mass destruction but also the 
material possibilities for the resolution, by each people's own 
efforts, of the major problems which face mankind, for the at- 
tainment of the legitimate goals of all the nations. Nicolae 
Ceausescu stated: "The tremendous scientific-technical revolu- 
tion and the profound national and social revolutionary trans- 
formations have given great impetus to the struggle against the 
Old policy of inequality, force and diktat, against the im- 
perialist, colonialist and neocolonialist policy, to the as- 
sertion of the peoples’ will to be masters of their destinies, 
to build their future as they wish, without any meddling from 
without. All this has radically changed the international 
balance of power and has opened up wonderful prospects for the 
implementation of a new policy -- based on equality and mutual 
respect among nations -- for the settlement of issues in com- 
pliance with all peoples' interests for peace and well-being. 








The analysis of the realities of international life thus de- 
monstrates that the skepticism of those who question the exis- 
tence of objective processes which produce the shrinking of 

the area of action of force in the world arena is not justified. 
Of course, this does not mean denying the recent recrudescence 
of the policy of strength or underrating the dangers which it 
spells to overall peace and security. It goes without saying 
that the objective processes of social life do not occur auto- 
matically but only on the basis of the conscious activity of the 
social and political forces, called upon to correctly under- 
stand the factors that hamper these processes and the factors 
that promote their progress. 





The successful development of the political struggle for the 
elimination of force from international relations and the best 
utilization of the processes and factors that act to this ef- 
fect primarily depend on comprehension of the fact that the 
current system of international relations is the main obstacle 
to achieving this goal. 


Some researchers notice the inseparable link between the policy 
of strength and the current international system, but they at- 
tribute this link not to social, economic and political causes 
but to the development of modern military technology. For in- 
stance, Peter R. Moody Jr., of the Notre Dame University, main- 
tains that the production and development of modern weapons be- 
come an aim in itself, acquire an automatism which dominates 
policy, transforms it into the slave of technology; as, for 
instance, the mass production of automobiles, even if it does 

no longer serve, in certain cases, real needs of man, it becomes 
an aim in itself which influences the way of life of society. 

He wrote: "Autonomous technology shapes our life style and 
specifically the way in which we wage war. As the limits on 
waging war become increasingly technical, war ceases to be a tool 
of policy.... Policy thus becomes subordinated to the (techno- 
logical) limits imposed by war or, in the best case, a means of 
coping with the possibility of total destruction.... Modern 
society and war have grown together. The relations between them 
are at least those between blood brothers, but more likely those 
between body and soul." / 4 7 


In our view, Moody's theses have the merit of underlining a real 
feature of the current international situation, notably the 
autonomous nature of the current arms race. Henry Kissinger likes 
to constantly point out that war is caused by conflicts of inter- 
ests, by the struggle for power, and not by the arms race, that 

he does not know of any war that was caused, principally, by 

the arms race. Maybe this thesis is true for the past. But in 

no case can it be considered true today. The arms race, especially 
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the qualitative race of armaments, acquires a life of its own, 
which, if not stopped, may cut rree from governments’ control. 


However, we cannot share the fatalistic conclusion of Moody who 
reduces society, the nation, man to powerlessness in face of 
technology. Actually, modern science and technology have 
provided man not only with weapons of destruction, but also 
with material means for peaceful resolution of the most dif- 
ficult problems of mankind's economic, social and spiritual 
progress. 


It is evident that man, the nation, the international community 
have the possibility of an option. What makes difficult the 
option in favor of using technology for constructive purpeses, 
specifically for elimination of force from international rela- 
tions, is the imperialist policy of force, hegemony and diktat, 
the relations of inequality among states which still largely 
affect the current international system. 


The indisputable limitations which modern revolutionary proces- 
ses have imposed on the policy of strength were not able, how- 
ever, so far to affect one of the current bases of the current 
international system -- the arms race and underdevelopment -- 
and consequently, the policy of strength, limited or ousted from 
one sector of world policy, retains its source of supply and will 
constantly have the tendency to reappear in another form, per- 
haps even more dangerous, in another sector of international 
relations. Hence, the continuation of the arms race, primarily 
of nuclear armaments race -- the chief tool of the policy of 
Strength -- generates very great perils to peace and security of 
peoples. Under the umbrella and in the climate created by the 
constant stockpile and improvement of nuclear armaments, there 
also is an intensification of the race of conventional arma- 
ments which draws into its vortex also many developing and 
mid-size countries. 


The growing gaps between economically developed countries and 
underdeveloped countries, in their turn, are permanent sources 
of instability and tension and underlie many recent conflicts 
in international relations. 


Without diminishing the responsibility of each state, the in- 
ternational system exerts an indisputable influence on the be- 
havior of each country, which — whether it had or had not a role 
in building this system -- is, sometimes, practically, compel- 
led to adapt to its rules. That is why the total elimination of 
force from international relations is inseparably tied to a 
structural change in these relations, to the achievement of 

new international economic and political relations, based on 





justice and equity, on the force of right and not on the right 
of force. Actually, the struggle for elimination of force from 
international relations is the struggle for a new world order. 


In this context it must be emphasized from the start that the 
basis of the new order involves establishment and overall opera- 
tion of the principles of national independence and sovereignty, 
full equality of rights, noninterference in domestic affairs 

and mutual advantages, and renunciation of force or threat with 
force. 


There have been opinions, even among some experts with liberal, 
democratic views, that, since the national state is the "“depo- 
sitary" of sovereignty and consequently, also of the military 
force, only its disappearance and the emergence of trans- and 
supra -national forces and entities could open the road to eli- 
mination of force from international relations. Facts demon- 
strate the groundlessness of these positions. The national state 
has remained and will long remain an important motive force of 
social and political growth, of progress on a domestic and 
world scale. The policy of strength appeared not because of the 
national state but as a result of the attempts of the reaction- 
ary imperialist forces to promote their interests of exploita- 
tion and domination, of maintaining and even incieasing the in- 
equality among states. It is not the states but the violation 
of their sovereignty, of the equality among them, of the ina- 
lienable right of each nation to manage its own affairs, to en- 
joy the blessings of civilization and culture, without any 
foreign interference and pressure, that underlie many of the 
serious and complex issues with which the peoples are confronted 
today. 


Once the principles of sovereignty and full equality are re- 
cognized and implemented, the accomplishment of real equality 
of states certainly involves elimination of the sources that 
create and foster inequality, and among them, primordially, 
the arms race and underdevelopment. 


Disarmament and development, hence, are essential components of 
any efficient program for total elimination of fore from in- 
ternational relations. 


But the action to eliminate force from world policy cannot be 
limited to atacking the sources involved. Both disarmament and 
developme: t are complex and long processes and the world com- 
munity cannot and must not wait for their full realization in 
order to resolve a number of immediate and acute conflicts and 
disputes which, if permitted to develop, may shut any prospects 
to both processes, jeopardizing the peace of all mankind. There- 
fore, concurrently with constant efforts to resolve basic 


oly 





problems of disarmament and development, the struggle for eli- 
mination of force must advance directly into the complex area 
of disputes and contradictions among states. 


In the first place action must be taken to extinguish the ex- 
isting hotbeds of conflict, for the settlement of these con- 
flicts by political means only. But, evidently, difference of 
views, disputes and contradictions between states will continue 
to exist. Therefore, replacing the old system based on force, 
it is necessary already to improve the existing mechanisms and, 
possibly, to create new ones, which will serve the new system, 
which will facilitate ard ensure the settlements of disputes, 
the resolving of contradictions which inevitably appear in in- 
ternational relations. 


The initiative formulated by Romania to the effect that the 

UN General Assembly examine the item on the peaceful settlement 
of disputes is meant to precisely promote this aim. In light of 
the actual situation in the world with regard to the use of 
force, it proceeds from the need for a troad and responsible 
analysis of all UN activity in this area, from the need for a 
renewed concerted effort of all nations to outline practical 
steps for preventing conflicts and contradictions among states. 


Undoubtedly, such an objective will not be achieved during one 
sessic’. and, probably, it will never be possible to state that 
the meciianism for peaceful settlement of international disputes 
is perfect. But precisely because it is a matter of a long- 
ranging effort, it must be commenced as soon as possible and 
turned into a constant factor of world political-diplomatic ac- 
tivity. 


As is known, the debate on the Romanian proposal in the Commit- 
tee for Political Affairs and Security of the UN General Assembly 
concluded with the unanimous endorsement of the resolution pro- 
posed by Romania and 24 countries from all areas of the world, 

a resolution which spotlights the need for formulating a decla- 
ration of the General Assembly on the peaceful settlement of 
international disputes and urges all states to forward to the 

UN secretary genera. their opinions, suggestions and proposals 

in regard to the contents of the declaration for the purpose of 
a substantive debate at the 35th session of the General Assembly. 


A large number of delegates indicated that the unanimous approval 
of the Romanian resolution has an extremely positive note in the 
present context, when there are many conflicts ud hotbeds of 
tension in the world. Moreover, it was pointed out that this has 
generated a process which goes down as a useful and necessary 
contribution to the peace-loving countries' efforts to eliminate 








force from international relations, for a world of justice, co- 
operation and progress. 


The program of action for total elimination of force from in- 
ternational relations involves specific characteristics which 
are of outstanding practical importance for its implementation. 
Because it proposes a radical change in all the international 
system -- moreover, a product of the capitalist society -- its 
implementation will mean a veritable revolution in terms of in- 
ternational relations. But this revolution must develop in the 
context of a great sociopolitical heterogeneity of the modern 
world, and primarily in the context of the existence in the world, 
for a long period of time, of states with different sociopoliti- 
cal systems. Consequently, the new international order -- in- 
volving peaceful coexistence of states, regardless of their 
social system, size, or potential -- must serve the interests 
and must be achieved by the efforts of all states. Hence, the 
new world order can only be the outcome of a continuous and long 
process, during which even the states which benefit by the old 
order be made to understand that the old order is no longer 
capable of providing them with security and prosperity. 


Precisely therefore, while it is important to agree, today, on 
the point in time when force wiil be totally eliminated from 
international relations, far more important, however, is as 

soon as possible reaching joint acceptance sf this cbjective 

and -- especially -- the start in its implementation, so that 

we may gradually advance toward a safer, more equitable and bet- 
ter life. If we assess from this angle the road traversed so far, 
we may state that the rapid changes which have occurred in the 
world have had a special reverberation even in circles which, by 
and large, are opposed to any renewing changes. In contradis- 
tinction to the situation which prevailed until a few years ago, 
the need for a new international system or at least for a change 
to the effect of reducing the role of force is presently, by 

and large, accepted. 


However, this acceptance is accompanied by so many reservations 
that the rate of change thrcatens to become too slow to prevent 
the danger of the means of exerting force escaping c.atrol, a 
danger which is real in the context of the rapid development of 
modern military technology. 


Typical in this respect is the manner in which the conservative 
approach to changes in the current international system is de- 
fined by professor James P. O*Leary of the Catholic University 
in Washington. He admits that “the claims for a more pluralist 
and equitable system" are “understandable” and recommends, for 
the United States, "a policy of wary attention to the incipien. 
trends, with the intention of anticipating and hampering, 
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whenever possible, the developments which would be most desta- 
bilizing, not for the sake of preventing changes in the status 
quo, but with the aim of handling the direction of the future 
adjustments, in the belief that a controlled reduction (of the 
role of force) is preferable to an uncontrolled revolution." 
/°57 The formula quoted highlights a known fact, namely that 
one of the main conceptual obstacles that hamper the process 

of reducing the role of force in international relations is the 
fear that this process might cause destabilizations or, in 

other words, the upset of the balance of power, Of course, this 
concept expresses, on the one hand, the interests of those who 
by no means want to abandon the policy of strength and who, under 
the new conditions created in the world, are trying to further 
it behind the cover of “the policy of balance", presented as 
“the main guarantee” of nonuse of force and avoidance of war. 


On the other hand, this concept also expresses, in some cases, 
real concerns, even if not always well grounded, also reflecting 
the difficulties which political thinking has in adapting to 

the rapid changes which are taking place in the world today. 
Precisely therefore, the practical needs of the struggle to 
eliminate force from world policy require the introduction of 
clarity in this area. 


Romania, President Nicolae Ceausescu repeatedly stated that 
in the process of achievement of new :nternational relations 
from which force as a means of resolving international issues 
should be excluded it is indispensable to permanently have in 
mind the security interests of all states and, in this context, 
the maintenance of the balance of forces as long as these 
forces still continue to play a role in the world. Moreover, 
it is evident that the process of achieving a new world order 
can only develop on a gradi:al basis, with the new structure 
‘saring and evolving, for a while, almgside the old ones 
1 will be replaced as even the most skeptical parties be- 
confident in the new system of relations. 


“urthermore, there must be rejection of the procedure, un- 
fortunately stili prevailing, on the basis of which the balance 
of power is actually conceived only as a cover for the arms 
race, whica itself thus becomes the principal factor of desta- 
bilization and insecurity in the world. Consequently, the es- 
sential problem today actually is not that of the balance of 
power but that of the level at which this balance is achieved 
and of the direction in which this level evolves. Hence, at 
this point, a major task for eliminating force from interna- 
tional relations involves upsetting the current trend of 
achieving the balance of power at the highest possible level 
of states’ armaments and steering things in an opposite cirec- 
tion, toward achieving this balance at an increasing ly low 





level of armaments. At the 12th Party Congress Nicolae Ceau- 
secu pointed out: The balance of power both in Europe and on 
an overall scale, can and must be achieved not by emplacing 
new troops and weapons, not by stepping up the arms race, but, 
on the contrary, by withdrawing and reducing the armed forces, 
by reducing armaments, by stopping the arms race." 


The real dilemma is not, as O'Leary states, between “controlled 
evolution" and “uncontrolled revolution," but between an evolu- 
tion based on the regulations of the current system of inter- 
national relations, which would lead to an explosion with im- 
previsible consequences, and "a revolution” conducted and achievwd 
gradually by the efforts of all states. Moreover, one of the most 
significant facets of this revolution is a radical change in the 
thinking of all political personalities, of all states, for un- 
derstanding that security does not involve the growth in the 
armed forces but the reduction of these forces and economic, 
social and moral strengthening. 


We may say that a broader and broader circle of political per- 
sonalities and groups -- which include people from among the 
proponents of and parties benefitting from the old system of 
international relations -- begin to understand this and are 
taking more realistic stcnds, proceeding from the conclusion 
that, irrespective of moral considerations, and political and 
philosophical beliefs, the adoption ©i measures to stop the arms 
race, to reduce armaments and armed forces, to eliminate under- 
development and, concurrently, to gradually eliminate force 

from world policy is an indispensable condition for the sur- 
vival and progress of society. This phenomenon again indicates 
that objective conditions exist which today make it possible 

for the broad people's masses, the progressive forces every- 
where to make their voice heard stronger and stronger, to cause 
taking of measures which would result in saving mankind from the 
nightmare of war and ensuring a lasting peace in all the world. 


An essential condition in achieving this objective involves the 
unity of socialist countries, of developing countries, of the 
movement of nonaligned countries, the example which they pro- 
vide in international relations. The differences of views, the 
disputes, the misunderstandings which may appear in the relations 
among socialist countries, developing countries and nonaligned 
countries, between social, national, and progressivs movements 
cannot and must not exceed in importance the common, primordial 
interest for total elimination of the policy of strength and for 
achieving an international system which would guarantee to each 
people the possibility for developing in freedom, in accordance 
with their interests and goals. 
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Today there is the real prospect for gradually but safely ad- 
vancing toward the total and final elimination of force from 
world policy. Undoubtedly, the road is long and not free from 
dangers. But precisely therefore, with all its potential of 
firmness and wisdom, mankind must hurry. 


As far as the Romanian people are concerned, they again expressec 
their view on this matter in the decisions of the 12th Congress 
of the Romanian Communist Party, decisions which open up new 
prospects for the increasingly active involvement of Romania in 
the political struggle to eliminate force from international 
relations. 


The guidelines outlined for our party and state's activity in 
the international area and the specific proposals formulated on 
this basis in the report given by Nicolae Ceausescu at the Con- 
reree -- including the conclusion of an overall European pact on 
elimination of force and of the threat with force and on nonuse 
of nuclear and conventional weapons -- is a broad program of 
action, a specific contribution to the success of this struggle. 
Nicolae Ceausescu stated: "Our country will further actively 
participate in world policy and, together with the other peace- 
loving countries, will firmly fight for the constructive reso- 
lution of the problems that face mankind today, for the reali- 
zation of a better and more equitable world.” 
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ROMANIA 


BRIEFS 


DIPLOMATIC CORPS HUNT--Bucharest, 3 Feb AGERPRES--A hunting party was arranged 
on Sunday, February 3, on behalf of President Nicoale Ceausescu, for the 
heads of the diplomatic missions accredited in Bucharest. Iosif Banc, 
Gheorghe Oprea, Stefan Andrei, ainister of foreign affairs, Gheorghe Dolgu, 
deputy minister of foreign affairs, participated in the hunting party organ- 
ized in the Albele and Ogarca forests. Taking part were heads of diplomatic 
missions and charges d'affaires ad interim accredited in Romania. A lunch 
was given at the end of the hunting party which passed in a friendly, cor- 
dial atmosphere. [Text] [AU031950 Bucharest AGERPRES in English 1848 C“f 

3 Feb 80 AU] 


ROMANIAN-ETHIOPIAN COOPERATION--The first cooperation agreement between the 
Romanian radiotelevision and the Ethiopian radiotelevision was signed in 
Addis Ababa [Bucharest Domestic Service in Romanian 1730 GMT 25 Jan 80 AU] 


ROMANIAN AMBASSADOR TO KUWAIT--Kuwait, 31 Jan (AGERFRES)--The amir of the 
state of the Kuwait, Shaykh Jabir al-Ahmad al-Sabah, received Constantin 
Caruntu, Romania's ambassador to Kuwait, on ending his mission in that coun- 
try. On that occasion, the Kuwaiti head of state highlighted that the 
Kuwaiti-Romanian relations witnessed steady development in accordance with 
the agreements covenanted during President Nicolae Ceausescu's visit to 

the state of Kuwait. [Text] [AU312033 Bucharest AGERPRES ‘n English 1940 
GMT 31 Jan 80 AU] 


CEAUSESCU RECEIVES GREEK PUBLISHER--Buchirest, 27 Dec AGERPRES--The direc- 
tor of the “Pnevmatikos” Publishing Houre of Greece handed over today to 
President Nicoale Ceausescu five tomes »f the series of his works printed 

by the respective house under the title "Romania and the Contemporary World." 
Georgios Pnevmatikos, director-owner of the publishing house, pointed out 
that considering the interest evinced by Hellenic public opinion for 

Romania, he intends to publish also other words by President Ceausescu. 
Thanking for the books he was presentea with, President Ceausescu stressed 
that the printing in Greece of his works and <7 other works dealing with 
Romania fits in the general framework of the relations of friendship and 
collaboration on multiple planes continually developing betweer Rcmania and 
Greece. [Text] [AU272059 Bucharest AGERPPEs in English 1845 GMT 27 Dec 79 AU] 
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YUGOSLAVIA 


LAWS GOVERNING MANUFACTURE, SALE OF WEAPONRY REVIEWED 


Belgrade VOJNOEKCNOMSKI PREGLED in Serbo-Croatian No 5, Sep-Oc. 79 pp 115- 
126 


[Article by Col Petar Galebovic] 


[Text] The need for enactment of laws to regulate the manufacture and sale 
Oi. *rms and military equipment in Yug»slavia became evident very early, as 
soon as state-owned enterprises ceased to exist. Only in 1965 was the Law 
on Enterprises Manufacturing Products for Particular Military Purposes en- 
acted. This law regulated only those matters necessary to safeguard gov- 
ernment resources for the manufacture of arms and military equipment. All 
other matters were regulated by the instructions snd directives issued by 
what was then the Ministry of National Defense. 


The Law on Enterprises Manufacturing Products for Particular Military Pur- 
poses was superseded by enactment of the Law on National Defense in 1969 
and in 1974; it regulated certain matters related to the manufacture of 
arms and military equipment, but only from the standpoint of defensive 
preparations. Other matters were regulated in more than 30 federal laws in 
the form of exceptance to the general regulations. However, the basic re- 
lations and subject matter in the field of the manufacture and sale of arms 
and military equipment for the purposes of national defense have never been 
given adequate legal regulation. This had its advezse consequences, gave 
rise to a variety of difficulties and resulted in lack of uniformity, by 
and large to the detriment of this manufacturing and of society as a whole. 


Enactment of the SFRY Constitution, the Law on Associated Labor and other 
laws embodying the system in the domain of social reproduction demonstrated 
that in this important area there was also an inevitable need for legal 
regulation of the rights, obligations and responsibilities of all pertici- 
pants in domestic manufacture of arms and military equipment--from the ba- 
sic organization of associated labor up to the Federation--within the con- 
text of the sociopolitical and economic transformation of society. It was 
therefore decided that specific federal laws would be adopted to systemati- 
cally regulate the field of development, manufacture, control and siles of 
arms and military equipment. More than 35 organizations of associated la- 
bor, all sociopolitical communities, interested federal bodies, agen:ies 

















and organizations, staif services of the SFRY Assembly, etc., took part in 
drafting the law. Valuable opinions, suggestions, proposals and remarks 
were submitted a..d ~reatly contributed to finding the best solutions. 


The subject matter related to development, manufacture, control and sales 
of arms and military equipment has been treated in three laws, as follows: 
Law on Manufacture of Arms and Military Equipment, Law on Economic and 
Other Relations in the Manufacture and Sale of Arms and Military Equipmnt , 
and the Law on Entry Into Association To Form the Community of the Yugoslav f 
Industry of Armament and Military Equipment. 





Law on Manufacture of Arms and Military Equipment 


This law regulates the production of arms and military equipmen* as an ac- 
tivity of particular public interest and from the standpoint oi: guarantee- 
ing that the particular interest of society in this field is served. This 
refers to the importance of the domestic armament and military equipment 

industry to strengthening the country's defensive capability and to the 

need for the development and activity of the domestic defense industry al- 
ways to be a function of defense of the country and the policy of the SFRY. 


it is from this role and function of that activity that its :pecific public 
and legal status is derived, whica also was taken into account when the law 
was drafted. Here we are referring to the fact that this activity cannot 
be left to the laws of free supply and demand, i.e., to the laws of the 
market, that it is d.pendent upon the needs of national defense and that 
because of its significance and character it must to a great extent be a 
concer. of society and the state and under their control. 


Basic Provisions 


The basic provisions define the subject matter regulated by the law, empha- 
sizing that it is by nature a specia) law to regulate certain matters in 
this field within the context of the established legal and socioe.».aomic 
system. 


The basic provisions are these: the manufacture of arms and military 
equipment is defined as an activity of particular public interest; priority 
is assigned to the manufacture of certain products (assemblies, subassem- 
bliecs, semifinished products, etc.) and t» the rendering of services which 
have particular importance to the final production of arms and military 
eyuipment; the principle is set forth that all sociopolitical communities 
shall within. the limits of their rights and duties take appropriate steps 
in the field of the manufacture of arms and military equipment; and it de- 
fines the manufacture of arms and military equipment, its purpose, and the 
term “arms and military equipment." 











Status of Organizations of Associated Labor Manufacturing Arms and Military 
Equipment 


Pursuant to the provisions of Article 378 of the Law on Associated Labor 
the law allows for greater independence and legal security of organizations 
of associated labor manufacturing arms and military equipment. The solu- 
tions concerning questions of status (establishment, organization, etc.) 
are subject to consent of the Federal Secretariat for National Defense. By 
contrast with the Law on Associated Labor, which only foresaw this consent 
in settling questions of status, the law regulates in more detail the con- 
ditions for organization and entry into particular forms of self-management 
organization of associated labor. The law also provides that a social com- 
pact between the Federal Executive Council and manufacturers of arms and 
military equipment shall regulate more closely the standards and criteria 
to be applied in enforcing the conditions prescribed by law for the organi- 
zatio. and association of these organizations of associated labor; it es- 
tablishes the conditions under which the Federal Secretariat for National 
Defense may withhold its consent; and it states the periods of time within 
which the consent must be granted or withheld. Stould consent be withheld, 
it is provided that the dispute be settled by the Federal Executive Council. 


For the first time in our practice the law states which organizations of 
associated labor may engage in the manufacture of arms and military equip- 
ment and it also states that those organizations may establish work organi- 
zations for the manufacture of arms and military equipment, subject to the 
consent of the Federal Secretariat for National Defense. 


Capacities for the Manufacture of Arms and Military Equipment 


The law defines what is to be regarded as a capacity for the manufacture of 
arms and military equipment and what such canacities consist of, and it 
regulates in more detail the planning oi the development and construction 
of capacities, the modernization, reconstruction and maintenance of exist- 
ing capacities, and the relationship between the Federal Secretariat for 
National Defense and the organizations of associated labor whose capacities 
are involved. 


Decisions with respect to these capacities depend upon their purpose, the 
fact that it is indispensable to eliminate to the maximum the influence of 
chance in their planning, development and construction, to ensure maximum 
discipline in performance of the construction programs adopted and full 
public control and responsibility of the community for the developmeut of 
the domestic defense industry because of its great importance to the coun- 
try's security and defense. 


It is envisaged that the construction of new capacities for the production 
of arms and military equipment and the modernization, reconstruction, main- 
tenance and use of existing ones will be based on a construction program 

which must be in line with the plan governing the development, construction 
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and equipping of the armed forces of the SFRY and other national defense 
purposes and in accordance with plans for national defense. 


The construction program states the size of capacities, their orientation 
as to products and production program, the level of their engineering and 
technology, etc., and it is adopted by the Federal Secretariat for National 
Defense in collaboration with manufacturers of arms and military equipment. 
Thus the po’nt of departure is the fact that the Yugoslav Social Plan allo- 
sates the principal resources from which the country's defense forces are 
strengthened and that the plan governing the development, construction and 
equipping of Yugoslavia'’s armed forces constitutes the framework and basis 
for development and construction of capacities for the manufacture of arms 
and military equipment. One of the initial questions from this standpoint 
is the question of what sort and what size of capacities for production of 
arms and military equipment are needed and should be developed in a partic- 
ular period in order to furnish the armed forces with up-to-date equipment 
and the like. 


The law provides that new capacities may not be built without consent of 
the Federal Secretariat for National Defense, nor may existing ones undergo 
expansion or reconstruction, nor may there be a change in the orientation 
of organizaticns of associated labor manufacturing arms and military equip- 
ment with respect to their products and production program. These arrange- 
ments with respect to the capacities are indispensable for the following 
reasons: 


a) Capacities for the manufacture of arms and military equipment must con- 
form to the requirements and needs of the country's defense. 


b) Both the interes's of society and the interests and legal security of 
manufacturers of arms and military equipment must simultaneously be safe- 
guarded by virtue of the influence exerted on the orientation of manufac- 
turers of arms and military equipment with respect to products and produc- 
tion programs. 


c) The influence exerted on the level of engineering and technology of ca- 
pacities must guarantee their capability of manufacturing up-to-date arms 
and military equipment and the appropriate standardization and reliability 
of armament and military equipment. 


The reason for this is that the Federation is responsible for providing 
weapons to the armed forces of the SFRY and is thereby responsible as well 
for providing the necessary capacities of that kind and because this is one 
of the essential questions of the defensive preparations of the country as 
a whole from the standpoint of developing the arms and military equipment 
which will be manufactured and from the standpoint of furnishing reserves 
of raw materials and other resources to meet the needs of the defense in- 
dustry in peacetime and wartime. 
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The Manufacture of Arms and Military Equipment 


The arrangements adopted with respect to the development and manufacture of 
arms and military equipment are based on the premise that development and 
manufacture are a part of the unified process ensuring that the armed 
forces of the SFRY and other national defense structures are furnished arms 
and military equipment and on the premise that the organizations of associ- 
ated labor which will manufacture these products will as a rule be respon- 
sible for their development. The basic desire was to establish permanent 
links among all participants in the development and manufacture of arms and 
military equipment and for the entire country's resources and capacities to 
be unified thereby. 


The planning and programming of capacities for the manufacture of arms and 
military equipment and the planning of the development and manufacture of 
arms and military equipment, which are closely linked to one another, pur- 
sue the goal of furnishing on a long-term basis the material foundations of 
our defense system and our independence on the basis of our own manufacture 
of arms and military equipment, which would rely mostly or entirely on our 
own sources of raw materials and the country's other potential. In this 
sense production programs and tasks of organizations of associated labor 
are related first to the needs of national defense and then to export needs 
after that. That is why medium-term and annual plans governing the devel- 
opment, construction and equipping of the armed forces of the SFRY and 
other national defense needs serve as the primary foundations and framework 
for the medium-term and current planning of organizations of associated la- 
bor manufacturing arms and military equipment. 


Those provisions which regulate planning and programming provide as follows: 


a) Adoption of an agreement on the bases of the social plan of Yugoslavia 
in the domain of arms and military equipment, which would be concluded by 
the Federal Executive Council, the executive councils of the republics and 
provinces, and organizations of associated labor manufacturing arms and 
military equipment. This agreement, according to the arrangements envis- 
aged, must be based c> the country's defense plans, plans governing the de- 
velopment, construction and equipping of the armed forces of the SFRY, war 
plans for production of arms and military equipment, and other national de- 
fense needs. 


b) That organizations of associated labor manufacturing arms and military 
equipment and organizations of associated labor participating in that manu- 
facture shall on the basis of the agreement on the bases of the social plan 
of Yugoslavia conclude a self-management accord on the bases of the joint 
plan for the manufacture of arms and military equipment, which in turn 
serves as the basis for adoption of the joint plan for manufacture of arms 


and military equipment. The Federal Secretariat for National Defense and 
the competent bodies of the republics and autonomous provinces also take 
part in the conclusion of this accord. 

















c) That in conformity with the self-management accord on the bases of the 
joint plan for the manufacture of arms and military equipment and the joint 
production plan, once adopted, the organizations of associated labor shall 
independently adopt their own plans, 


d) That the Federal Secretariat for National Defense shall furnish the ba- 
sic elements for drafting annual and medium-term plans of organizations of 
associated labor, this to be done for the coming year 3 months before ex- 
piration of the current planning year and for the coming medium-term plan 
1 year before expiration of the current medium-term plan. 


Sales of Arms and Military Equipment in Yugoslavia 


The premise adopted in regulatin, sales of arms and military equipment in 
Yugoslavia was that sales must b under the special control of society and 
that this trade is restricted. Lomestic sales of arms and military equip- 
ment are basically treated and regulated in detail as a question of the 
manner in which arms and military equipment are to be acquired for the 
needs of the armed forces of the SFRY and other national defense forces. 

It is accordingly provided that these purchases may be made by the Federal 
Secretariat for National Defense, authorized units and institutions of the 
Yugoslav People's Army, agencies of sociopolitical communities, organiza- 
tions of associated labor and other self-managed organizations and communi- 
ties. However, none of these entities may engage in transactions involving 
the actual purchase or sale of arms and military equipment in the usual 
sense, i.e., as something with which they "do business." 


The Management and Disposition of Public Resources Intended for the Manu- 
facture of Arms and Military Equipment 


With respect to the management, use and disposition of resources intended 
for the manufacture of arms and military equipment the law sets forth spe- 
cific rights, obligations and responsibilities of workers in organizations 
of associated labor manufacturing arms and military equipment in conformity 
with the nature and purpose of those resources and the need to realize so- 
ciety's particular interest in this domain. The law indeed provides the 
following: 


a) Organizations of associated labor which manufacture arms and military 
equipment may not convey resources intended for the manufacture of arms and 
military equipment, nor may they alter the existing engineering and techno- 
logical complex without consent of the Federal Secretariat for Nationa! De- 
fense. This arrangement also applies under certain conditions to resources 
of organizations of associated labor which participate in the manufacture 
of arms and military equipment. 


b) The Federal Secretariat for National Defense has the power to relocate 
fixed assets intended for the manufacture of arms and military equipment 
(permanently or temporarily) in a case when an organization of associated 
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labor is not using them for the production of arms and military equipment, 
but it is at the same time required to furnish the organization of associ- 
ated labor appropriate compensation. 


c) Funds to amortize fixed assets which constitute capacities for the manu- 
fact: re of arms and military equipment shall be set aside in a separate ac- 

count of the basic organization of associated labor kept with the social 

Accounting Service and shall be used for the replacement, modernization and 

purchase of fixed assets for the manufacture of armament and military equip- 

ment, subject to prior consent of the Federal Secretariat for National De- 

fense. 


d) Funds for the improvement and expansion of the material base of associ- 
ated labor shall be comm*’.tted and used primarily in the manufacture of arms 
and military equipment, that is, to safeguard broader interests in this 
manufacture from the staadvoint of optimum and efficient use of capacities 
for the manufacture of acus and military equipment as established. 


e) The social compact concluded by the Federal Executive Council and orga- 
nizations of associated labor manufacturing arms and military equipment 
shall set forth uniform bases and standards for regulating relations in the 
realization and distribution of joint revenues and income resulting from 
the pooling of labor and capital in this manufacture. 


The law also states those cases when it shall be regarded that the organi- 
zation of associated labor manufacturing arms and military equipment is not 
safeguarding realization of the particular interests of suciety and the 
penalties involved. 


Security and Social Self-Protection in the Domain of the Manufacture of 
Arms and Military Equipment 


In view of the nature and significance of the manufacture of arms and mili- 
tary equipment the law deals with the basic questions of the system of se- 
curity and social self-protection in this field. According to the arrange- 
ments provided for, security and social self-protection in the field of the 
manufacture of arms and military equipment encompass measures and proce- 
dures to secure and protect capacities for the manufacture and structures 
for the storage and safekeeping of arms and military equipment, security 
measures during transport, measures to protect and safeguard secret infor- 
mation, and also special protective measures in the process of the manufac- 
ture of arms and military equipment. 


Security and social self-protection in the domain of the manufacture of 
arms and military equipment are based on the principles and foundations of 
the organization and execution of security and social self-protection in 
the domain of national defense. The special relations, rights, duties, 
status and responsibility of the agencies of sociopolitical communities, 
military agencies and organizations of associated labor in organizing and 
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executing security and social seli-protection have been regulated on those 
principles and premises. In that respect the law takes as its points of 
departure the relations, rights and duties set forth in our legal] system; 
that is, it also sets forth certain special measures of security and self- 
protection which must be administered in this domain, as well as special 
authorization for more detailed regulation of mandatory protective meas- 
ures. 


The Law also makes it the duty of organizations of associated labor manu- 
facturirg arms and military equipment to form a special security service 
and security units as forces for their own self-protection. 


This law regulates economic and other relations in the manufacture and sale 
of arms and military equipment as an activity of particular public inter- 
est. The particular interest of society and the specific nature of the 
manufacture and sales of arms and military equipment, and the resulting 
specific nature of economic and other relations in this field are derived 
above all from the interests of the country's defense and security. For 
that reason the arrangements envisaged by the law assume from the outset 
the specific nature of the manufacture and sale of arms and military equip- 
ment, of economic and other relations in this field and of the status of 
organizations of associated labor engaging in these activities, aiming to 
ensure in the greatest possible degree that the provisions and spirit of 
the SFRY Constitution, the Law on Associated Labor and other laws embodying 
the elements of the system apply as fully as possible even in this domain. 
However, since certain departures are inevitable, the solutions envisaged 
were aimed at ensuring the basic constitutional principle that every limi- 
tation of the right to dispose of the resources of society or on free busi- 
ness initiative must in some way be compensated. 


The basic premises and the arrangements envisaged proceed from the need and 
desire to define as clearly as possible the social status of manufacturers 
of arms and military equipment and to eliminate as much as possible the ad- 
verse effects of necessary limitations in this field and of objective 
trends on the domestic and foreign markets. 


An endeavor was also made to find the best possible solutions for the uni- 
fied and effective exportation of arms anu military equipment. The law 
regulates the following areas: 





Relations in the Domain of Prices of Arms and Military Equipment 


Relations in the domain of the prices of arms and military equipment are 
regulated so as to ensure retention of the basic arrangements of the system 
of prices and public price controls in Yugosiavia, that is, so that the 
specificities in the domain of the prices of arms and military equipment 
and the formation of those prices will conform to the bases and criteria 
envisaged in the draft law. It is also provided, in order to achieve par- 
ticular interests in the domain of the prices of arms and military equip- 
ment, that relations in this domain shall be regulated in a social compact 
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and self-management accord, which shall state the manner in which the cri- 
teria and standards pertaining to the formation of prices of arms and mili- 
tary equipment shall be applied. 


The law provides mandatory institution of proceedings for conclusion of a 
social compact and self-management accord on the prices of arms and mili- 
tary equipment or that a regulation arranging relations in the domain of 
the prices of arms and military equipment shall be issued if the social 
compact or self-management accord is not concluded. 


Because of the particular importance and complexity of relations in the do- 
main of the prices of arms and military equipment the law provides among 
other things that public price controls in the domain of arms and military 
equipment shall be administered by the federal agency competent for price 
affairs under the conditions and in the manner prescribed by the Federal 
Executive Council. 


Relations in the Foreign Trade of Arms and Military Equipment 


The premise adopted in regulating foreign trade in arms and military equip- 
ment is that this trade, just like domestic trade, must be under society's 
particular control and is restricted. In other words, for the sake of 
faster modernization of the armed forces of the SFRY as a whole and in or- 
der to discharge the country's obligation with respect to strengthening re- 
lations with nonaligned countries and the developing countries, and espe- 
cially for the reason of ever greater exports of arms and military equip- 
ment, complete manufacturing technologies, the execution of capital invest- 
ment projects in those countries and other forms of military-scientific and 
other cooperation, it is provided that the unified effort of all partici- 
pants in the domain of arms and military equipment toward foreign countries 
be ensured to a greater degree through the Federal Directorate for Sales 
and Reserves of Products With Special Purpose. There is a need, then, for 
legislation to regulate the status and role of these sales in the socioeco- 
nomic and legal system, and in particular the rights, obligations and re- 
sponsibilities of participants in this trade. 


The law provides that the Federal Secretariat for Nutional Defense or, by 
virtue of its authority, the Federal Directorate for Sales and Reserves of 
Products With Special Purpose and organizations of associated Labor on the 
basis of consent of the Federal Secretariat for National Defense may engage 
in foreign trade. This trade shall be conducted in accordance with pro- 
grams governing the export or import of arms and military equipment adopted 
by the Federal Directorate and organizations of associated labor in agree- 
ment with the Federal Secretariat for National Defense. 


The foundations, criteria and standards adopted in regulating relations in 
the conduct of the foreign trade of arms and military equipment are regu- 
lated in a social compact, and interests are to be reconciled and mutual 
relations arranged in a self-management accord concluded by the Federal 











Executive Council or the Federal Secretariat for National Defense and orga- 
nizations of associated labor. The self-management accord regulates the 
conditions under which and the manner in which foreign trade of arms and 
military equipment shall be organized and unified; the conditions for regu- 
lating mutual rights, obligations and responsibilities; the conditions and 
manner of the planning and programming of foreign trade; the conditions and 
manner of tie determination and distribution of proceeds realized, the 
joint bear ng of risks, the pooling of resources for particular purposes in 
this trade, and other matters. 


In view of the importance of this trade it is provided that measures con- 
cerning temporary restriction of the foreign trade of arms and military 
equipment or payments with foreign countries shall be adopted by the Federal 
Executive Council, which shall be required to so inform the SFRY State Pres- 
idency. The law provides that the representation of foreign firms and bro- 
kerage in the foreign trade of armament and military equipment shall be 
conducted in the manner prescribed by the Federal Executive Council and 

that the Federal Directorate for Sales and Reserves of Products With Spe- 
cial Purpose may establish permanent representative offices and delegate 
positions abroad. 





Other Relations in the Manufacture and Sales of Arms aud Military Equipment 


Given the complexity and specific nature of relations in the manufacture 
and sales of arms and military equipment the law dealt only with those spe- 
cific features which pertain to foreign exchange transactions and credit 
relations with foreign countries, that is, payments traffic and payments 
and collections with foreign countries, as well as those which apply to re- 
strictions in these fields. 


Proceeding on the basis of the specific nature of armament and military 
equipment the law also provides appropriate arrangements in connection with 
investment of capital by foreign legal and natural persons in domestic or- 
ganizations of associated labor manufacturing armament and military equip- 
ment and the manner in which investments by such persons shall be super- 
vised. The question of engaging foreign contractors to perform capital in- 
vestment projects important to national defense and the conduct of economic 
activities abroad in the domain of national defense and the manufacture of 
arms and military equipment have also been dealt with. 


Security and Social Self-Protection 


The regulation of security and social self-protection in the law is based 
on the security and self-protection already regulated under the provisions 
of the Law on Manufacture of Arms and Military Equipment. The organization 
and execution of security and social self-protection in the domain of eco- 
nomic and other relations are also based on the provisions of the Law on 
National Defense and regulations issued on the basis of that law. In view 
of the nature of the problem area being regulated, the law provides that 
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arms and military equipment may be transported in transit over the terri- 
tory of Yugoslavia only on the basis of a special permit from the Federal 
Secretariat for National Defense. 


Law on Entry Into Association To Form the Community of the Yugoslav Indus- 
try of Arms and Military Equipment 


The law provides that work organizations which on the basis of the Law on 
Manufacture of irms and Military Equipment have been designated by the Fed- 
eral Executive Council as manufacturers of armament and military equipment 
must enter ito association to form the Community of the Yugoslav Arms and 
Military Equipment Industry. Other organizations of associated labor manu- 
facturing arms and military equipment on the basis of long-term contracts 
with the Federal Secretariat for National Defense or with organizations 
which must join the community may voluntarily join the Yugoslav community 
under the conditions and in the manner provided for in the self-management 
accord on entry into association to form that community. 


This arrangement is necessary in order to ensure the unity in the system of 
operation and to realize the particular interests which society has in the 
domain of the manufacture and sales of arms and military equipment. 


By a unified system of operation in this domain the law means a unified en- 
gineering and technological system so as to ensure coordination of inter- 
ests and mutual dependence and linkage of manufacturers of arms and mili- 
tary equipment in the process of development and manufacture and the opti- 
mum utilization of capacities for the manufacture of arms and military 
equipment over the entire territory of Yugoslavia for the purposes of 
equipping its armed forces and satisfying other national defense needs with 
arms and military equipment manufactured in Yugoslavia. 


One of the specific arrangements related to the members of this community 
is the provision of law which states that the Federal Directorate for Sales 
and Reserves of Products With Special Purpose shall also be a member of 
this community, the aim here being to have the community serve as the 
framework for linking the manufacturing and trade functions in this domain 
and for regulating relations important to foreign trade and other relations 
with foreign countries. 


Since the manufacture of arms and military equipment has not so far been 
represented as an activity in the Yugoslav Economic Chamber, the law pro- 
vides that organizations of associated labor manufacturing arms and mili- 
tary equipment shall become members of the Yugoslav Economic Chamber 
through the community. In that manner the community becomes a member of 
the Yugoslav Economic Chamber, has the status and performs the tasks of a 
general association in accordance with federal law. 


In order to ensure unity in the system of operation in this domain and to 
realize the special interest of society the law defines the matters and 
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tasks which the members shall handle and perform in the framework of the 
community. 


The community is managed by the members on the principles of the delegate 
system, and delegutes to the community's organs of management are elected 
by workers in basic organizations of associated labor manufacturing arms 
and military equipment in the manner envisaged by the self-management ac- 
cord on entry into association to form the community. In that accord the 
members shall regulate mutual relations in connection with their associa- 
tion and the manner in which the association's goals shall be achieved, es- 
tab_ishment of the organs of the community, adoption of general self-man- 
agement acts, financing and other matters important to the association. 


Ccher matters pertaining to the work of the community have been defined by 
law in the same way or similarly to other communities which are regulated 
by federal law (electric power industry, postal, telegraph and telephone 
services, the railways). 


The law also provides that the existing community, which is on a voluntary 
basis, must bring its organization, operation and business, as well as its 
general self-management act into conformity with the provisions of this law 
within a period of 1 year from the date when the law takes effect. 


7045 
CSO: 2800 
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YUGOSLAVIA 


HISTORIAN BILANDZIC INTERVIEWED ON ATTITUDES TU EVENTS 
Zagreb START in Serbo-Croatian No 284, 12 Dec 79 pp 12-15 


[Interview with Dusan Bilandzic, professor at the School of Political Sci- 
ences in Zagreb and member of the Central Committee of the League of Commu- 
nists of Croatia, by Jelena Lovric; date not given) 


[Text] Dr Dusan Bilandzic had good reason to be content, 
since his newest book "Historija SFRJ--glavni procesi”" 
[History of the SFRY--The Main Processes] (which sold out 
in a record 2-3 months, has just come out in a second 
edition, and is about to appear in Slovenian, and proba- 
bly will soon come out in Macedonian) had been received 
as a "book without precedent,” as a book "on a develop- 
ment which is still going on," and every objection made 
concerning it lost force in the face of the fact that "we 
still have not gathered up the spent cartridges of 30 
years of battles," whici. could be judged with greater 
comfort and ease from a distance, when the dust settles 
and matters show their true face, but that would not suit 
the image of the consistent and persistent revolutionary 
who even from his SKOJ [Communist Youth League of Yugo- 
slavia] days before the war and during all the years of 
the war, and later for a long time in the army as a po- 
litical commissar, and then in the trade union where he 
became permanently "infected" with the spirit of the 
working class, and today as a professor of the School of 
Political Sciences in Zagreb and a member of the Central 
Committee of the League of Communists of Croatia, has 
been constantly on the firing line, always there where 
the cartridges are flying about. Bilandzic has always 
been, as he himself puts it, “among what are called the 
middle-level cadres whose task it was to implement in 
practice and interpret to themselves and others the po- 
litical life of our society," so that it is ove of the 
obligation to note down the path of development of vari- 
ous problems and phenomena for the needs of day-to-day 
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politics that the book on the path of development of Yu- 
goslav society, supplemented and rewritten, came into be- 
ing. It was thought, as was said on one occasion, that 
the "History" would cause a political scandal, since, it 
was assumed, that certain of its judgments and interpre- 
tations of political life and political prophesies in Yu- 
goslavia since the ‘mr would arouse large-scale debates 
and arguments. Howe:,°, no shots were fired, hardly a 
spark has flown, ana wn that account Dusan Bilandzic is 
not altogether content. We asked him how he explains the 
fact that the "History" has met with such great interest, 
but so little reaction (at least in public)? 


Answer: The ins and outs of our political life are such that we still can- 
not talk about the judgments we are making today or we are reluctant to 
speak about them publicly, people are ~ iting for the distance which time 
provides, and hardly anyone wants te pui the ticklish questions the book 
deals with. For example, there are di  :etrically opposed judgments of the 
historical role, scope, shortcomings, s :\evements and failures of state 
centralism in Yugoslavia, and they have © ‘oppad up quite clearly in the de- 
bates which were open, and then again quicx!y closed down, somewhere toward 
the end of the sixties and early seventies. There are two extreme opin- 
ions: one is that the state centralism of '45, '46 and '47, smothering the 
aspirations of the two relatively largest nationalities, facilitated the 
growth of the nationalities and ethnic minorities which had been oppressed 
before the war, and the other view, quite the opposite, is that state cen- 
tralism, in spite of unquestionable achievements of historical importeazce 
(pulling the country out of its backwardness, industrialization, defense of 
the borders), immediately began, even in the early postwar period, to en- 
courage a unitaristic orientation, a unitéristic tendency. In my further 
search, as I have reflected on possible improvements to the book, I came to 
the conclusion that it should be expanded by a presentation of the range of 
different views and opinions and by an identification of the social forces 
of that and all the subsequent periods. Or, say, immediately after the 
factories were turned over to the management of the workers, when the idea 
of self-management was adopted as the liberator to save us from Stalinist 
pressure, in that enthusiasm, at the climax of the ideological and politi- 
cal war against Stalinism, Edvard Kardelj wrote his well-known piece about 
how the salaries of officials should be set at the level of the average pay 
of the worker. That idea was not implemented, and the book (at present) 
contains no answer to the question: Why? 


Question: On one occasion you admitted that at times you wondered whether 
you shouldn't give up working on this book. It seems tha- this hesitation 
has vanished. 


Answer: No, I do not hesitate about whether to continue the work or not. 
But I have another dilemma: Should a man who is fully conscious, who knows 
that a particular problem exists, publish a book with gaps, should he skip 
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over the gaps and thus trick the reader? Should he do such a thing? That 
is my dilemma. 


Question: Some have said that you look at history too much through the 
proceedings of forums. What co you think about that; is this a fair criti- 
cism, did you deliberately decide--and why--oa such a procedure, or perhaps 
was it the only way, the only possibility? 


Answer: The author never lived who did not want to write a better book, 
and in this case who wouldn't want to present the life of the masses, of 
the ordinary man? But: that is more difficult. I am aware of this. I am 
also aware that no one can write the true history. Perhaps the transcrip- 
tion of the ordinary human destinies of the so-called little man would say 
more about our history. Some critics have said: chere is no working class 
in the book, and this is lacking and then that is lacking.... Probably be- 
cause of the kind of work I did for a time, I paid great attention to how 
the masses, especially work collectives, react to the policy which is cen- 
trally defined. I have been known to spend days and days in work organ’ za- 
tions of all our republics with the intention of seeing how the so-calle.u 
ordinary man subjectively experiences--and how he objectively behaves--a 
given set of instruments prescribed by the federal government. Yet why say 
some--I really think this is an exaggerated judgment--but yet why did I em 
phasize the top levels of politics? Well, it is they which have initiated 
and terminated processes in our society, it is they, on the basis of an as- 
sessment of the situation and the balance of power, of course, which made 
the decision as to when, in what respect, why and how to alter the politi- 
cal and economic system. This is one reason why I took that road. 


Question: In the last sections of the book you refer more to documents and 
rely less on your own assessments and more on the judgments of others, even 
the protagonists of certain events. Is it that too little time has never- 
theless passed for you to make or express your own judgments, or is this a 
kind of tactic? 


Answer: Both. I think I do not have the right to present my own judgments, 
I try to distance myself from certain impressions I myself have of those 
very celicate periods that begin somewhere in the sixties with that famous 
meeting of Yugoslavia's top leaders, when President Tito 2ven put the ques- 
tion of his possible withdrawal if consensus could not be reached on how to 
proceed further, and then comes the Brioni Plenum, and the economic reform, 
the events with the scudents, the so-called "highway affair," the 10th Meet- 
ing of the Central Committee of the League of Communists of Croatia.... It 
is not my wish, so to speak, to find fault with this or that or some third 
political orientation, but I tried to give, insofar as it was possible, 

what the protagonists of the various political currents said and did at 

that time. With time that period will probably be dealt with more fully; 

at present that does not seem possible to me. I tried to »rite the book so 
that I would not have to alter the principal judgments regardless of how 
things develop in society. That is, I am certain that day-to-day events 
cannot refute or jeopardize the main direction I took. 
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Question: Your book was also an inspiration for a debate on Yugoslavia's 
crises since the war, and someone even said that this was actually a book 
about our crises. Though that judgment, like some of the others mentioned 
and unmentioned, seems a bit exaggerated, what do you think about it? 


Answer: First we would have to agree at the theoretical level as to what 
crises are.... 


Question: An exhaustive debate was in fact conducted on that point con- 
cerning your book, and it did not result in unanimous views. In any case 
you stick with that term, you neither avoid it nor a debate concerning its 
meaning. 


Answer: Yes, I stick with that term. For example, there is no question 
that ‘48 and '49 were years of crisis for us, on the assumption that a 
breakthrough which in a historical sense can be given a large plus sign 
cannot be referred to as a crisis. But, on the other hand, the Yugoslav 
revolution--now we return again to the top level--was not aware at that 
time of the trap laid for it. What I mean is this: during the collectiv- 
ization they tried to keep the peasants in the cooperatives by maintaining 
a semimilitary regime; in work collectives the directors, as plenipotenti- 
aries of the state, had almost all the management rights. In 1948 Tito 
said that the situation was not good in our society, that he was in fact 
being told that this was because of deviant behavior on the part of certain 
local leaders, but that he thought the dissatisfaction went much further 
and he concluded: "you cannot give orders co the people as it is done in 
the army." And in fact that was the tencency at that time--to give orders. 
So, the victorious forces did not in taeir revolutionary enthusiasm see the 
trap that was laid for the young social structure which had just been born 
to become a structure antirevolutionary in its tendency, a structure in 
which the apparatus of the st-.e and the apparatus of the party would be 
alienated from the masses. There is not a single document that would indi- 
cate an awareness of that danger. In the book I wanted to mark the turning 
points in our society's development, those moments which were critical in 
the sense that there were conflicts between the inherited relations anc in- 
stitutions, which were inclined toward ossification, that is, toward bring- 
ing the changes in society to a halt, and on the other hand those forces 
which favored changes and which in time increased and formed groups. From 
their conflict, which at first did not give out any sort of visible signs, 
there eventually occurred the open conflict when one or the other was pre- 
dominant. 


Question: You say that all our postwar crises, except that one which was 
the strongest, have roots that go back even before the war. Does this mean 
that our crises are stiil occurring for the same reasons? 


Answer: The causes are interwoven and can be identified very artificially, 
in order to understand the problems involved, into those which have to do 
with class and those which have to do with nationalities. Upon coming to 
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power the revolutionary forces, in order to industrialize a peasant country 
and in that way to perform the historical task which in the advanced coun- 
tries of the West was performed by the free competition type of capitalisa, 
seized upon the state, and the state, with the greater or lesser support of 
the masses, but in any case burdening them with a heavy, though inevitable, 
load, carried out accelerated capital formation and industrialization. It 
is in the nature of the performance of this kind of historical task that 
alienated centers of political and economic power should tend to be formed; 
here it is not a question of people's good will, but the logic of social 
development facilitates and encourages those forces, as they break down 
miscomprehension in its various forms and resistance to accelerated devel- 
opment, to rise up above others and even establish relations which consti- 
tute subjugation and exploitation of the ordinary man. On the other hand, 
there was also a large and constant pressure toward self-management and 
democratization. This is that class factor, the problem area of relations 
between social strata, between parts of the working class by industries and 
groupings. 


Question: And those others, inseparable from the first, the causes related 
to nationality? 


Answer: There have been two basic extremes in our federalism: ome is the 
pressure of certain forces toward unitarization, i.e., toward maintaining a 
supranational state-political structure, which pushes back the statehood of 
the republics and autcnomous provinces, and another opposite tendency which 
inclines toward the greatest possible independence of the republics. The 
pendulum swings as time passes, this has always beer and will be a lively 
process, and when the pendulum swings too much in one direction or the 
other, there are political disagreements and political conflicts. 


Question: Does the pendulum of our development swing in a regular rhythn, 
giving rise to periods of crisis? hat is, some people say that our crises 
occur every 3 years, while others say every 9 or 10 years. 


Answer: It is difficult to ascertain any pattern, since matters are not 
simple by any means. But it is interesting that the LCY Central Committee 
has published its letters every 7, 8-10 years, so that there is, say, a 
letter of the LCY Central Committee in '50, then in '58, and then we have 
that letter in '72, when the party leadership called upon the rank-and-file 
to conduct what amounted to a campaign to eradicate negative phenomena in 
society. There is an elemental tendency, then, not really for people to 
become corrupt, but for certain deformations to increase as time passes. 

At the outset they are, of course, less visible, but when they reach large 
dimensions, a lesser or greater initiative is taken by political leadership 
groups, mainly at the level of Yugoslavia. It has become almost a regular 
thing for such ap eals to be made periodically to suppress deformations in 
society. 
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Question: The question has arisen in and of itself, it cannot be passed 
over: Should we expect something of the kind in the near future? 


Answer: I don't think so. 


Question: I did not put that question to you altogether without some 
grounds, not merely because quite a bit of time has passed since the last 
letter. We would like to talk a bit more exhaustively about the time which 
the 'History'" was unable to cover, about the last few years. Recently at a 
serious gathering in Zagreb the judgment was expressed that we are in a 
"precrisis in social and economic development." And you yourself said at 
that time that the situation in society is rather unsatisfactory, you men- 
tioned that for years now the economic situation has in its basic elements 
shown a decline in the quality of economic activity, and there has been a 
decline in the quality of the life of society as a whole. What led you to 
such conclusions? 


Answer: We have a relatively peaceful situation in society, and I use the 
word "peaceful" advisedly, rather than the term "stable." We do not have 
systematized indicators whereby one might prove the thesis that beneath 
that peaceful situation there are growing problems which are being solved 
slowly or in an inappropriate way. But I have certain indicators which led 
me to say recently i1om the podium of the Croatian Assembly that I am 
frightened, that I am afraid that we are sliding in the direction of re- 
bureaucratization in our social relations. That tendency does exist, but 
I hope, I am indeed convinced, that it cannot win out in the sense of re- 
establishing the bureaucratic system. After all, it is a prerequisite for 
the bureaucratic system, taken to the end, of course, that state ownership 
over the means of production be reestablished, and for us that is a his- 
torically exhausted form of society's political and economic organization. 
But a greater or lesser degree of bureaucratization is possible, and such 
tendencies do exist in practice. 


Question: Where are they strongest or most visible? 


Answer: It is customary in Yugoslav theory and political practice to use 
as litmus paper or a criterion as to whether society is advancing in the 
development of self-management or is regressing, a synthetic indicator 
which is stated in the well-known slogan which for all of 20 years now we 
have been constantly repeating: Who controls expanded reproduction con- 
trols society. Since 1952 when the first "Kidric model" of the economic 
system was adopted and up to the present time we have had various versions 
of the economic system, but in each a portion of the funds for expanded re- 
production were in the hands of the work collective. Toward the end of the 
fifties that portion was 35, 36, 37 and one year all of 39 percent, and 
this--be it noted--in an economic situation in which investment funds had 
become very strongly centra”ized. Over the last 5-6 years the portion of 
the capital formed left to the collective has been very small, smaller than 
in the pcriiod which we judge to have been a time when statism was predomi- 
nant in the economic system. It is publicly admitted everywhere that the 
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level of intluence of the autonomous will of the work collectives on eco- 
nomic policy is intolerably low today. In the sixties leadership groups of 
work organizations began to exert a stronger influence on the economic pol- 
icy of society; today their influence is considerably less. Although in 
the mind of the ordinary man the leaders of the organization of associated 
labor probably seems to be a very powerful team, the actual power of "tech- 
nostructures" is small outside the collective, and even the largest collec- 
tives do not feel themselves to be collectives, do not come forth in public 
with their views and actions. Instead of them we feel the presence of po- 
litical forums, not even those forums as a whole, but their executive bod- 
ies, which in their practical decisions are actually guiding the develop- 
ment of society. Social development is being guided by day-to-day deci- 
sions, the fundamental decisions are left to the forum, and in its imple- 
mentation the fundamental decision may go through such changes that in the 
end little is left of the original idea. 


Question: A year or two ago you spoke harshly and at some length about mo- 
nopolies, including monopolies over decisionmaking. 


Answer: Monopolies are one of the dangers that threaten us, including the 
monopoly manifested as the right of certain groups of people to open up or 
close down a problem, that is, open up or close down the discussion of a 
problem. We created the delegate system, we have a mass of participants in 
decisionmaking, and one would say that on the basis of such an elaborate 
system, in such a perfect system, a man might express himself on all his 
interests. In practice, however, so maay things get choked up, there are 
so many obstacles in the way of realizing one's interest, that many people, 
aware of those obstacles, lose heart or, more accurately, feel that one who 
takes initiative puts himself in the position of Sisyphus. 


Question: How dangerous is that conviction? 


Answer: It is very dangerous, and it is therefore important to discover 
where those stoppages and obstacles occur. If initiative is taken, say, by 
some local community, or an opstina, or a republic, others meet it with re- 
luctance, with a lack of confidence, even with a certain suspicion, with 
questions as to what lies hidden behind it. There are no opportunities for 
formation of horizontal links, vertical connections are more functional, 
and they are unidirectional: from top to bottom, but little from bottom 
up. A drastic example: I am told that recently in one work organization 
the people were against some measure taken by the republic, but they never- 
theless gave their consent, since they supposed that they were alone in 
their disagreement. It is possible, I am now speaking theoretically, that 
everyone was against it, buc because of the lack of mutual communication, 
they still accepted the proposed measure. Let us add to that that there is 
no public debate or arguments or differences of views concerning public 
problems. 
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Question: How do you explain this absence of dialog, of polemics, and it 
is felt in all areas? Is this apathy, probably it is not ignorance, after 
all ihere are people who know? Do people avoid presenting different opin- 
ions out of some kind of fear, to maintain their comfort? Perhaps dialog 
is frustrated? 


Answer: This is a most difficult and ticklish question. There are even 
those who would not agree with us, who feel that there is no problem at 
all, that the opportunities do exist for debate. I think there are quite a 
few reasons for this situation. There are those who try to cool things off 
and who associate any dialog that is more or less free with those not so 
distant days of stormy political life in which passions and fierce con- 
flicts of opposing sides represented a serious threat to society. But I 
think the fear of lively polemics is unjustified, since historically this 
orientation of ours has no alternative, there is no alternative with re- 
spect to a different social order. I do not believe that talking more 
freely would result in a change in one direction or the other. Part of the 
reason lies in the fact that debate would result in criticism of some spe- 
cific premise, some measure, some action, and that implies criticism of 
people, individuals and groups which in order to defend their own positions 
in society block the way for a freer development of dialog. And third: at 
the present stage of social development the blueprint has been carried out 
consistently and step by step from the idea to detailed operational status. 
Individuals in political forums, appealing to practical politics, do not 
allow even a detail nor even a premise to be questioned, their reasons hav- 
ing to do with the effort to mobilize efforts. However, it seems to me 
that 5, 6 or 8 years after adoption of the constitution and the Law on As- 
sociated Labor some innovations ought to be made in that blueprint of ours, 
either to examine whether all the prerequisites for its realization actu- 
ally exist or to seize upon some new solutions in order to achieve the ba- 
sic orientation. Siuce this has not happened, there is vacillation in 
practice, a standstill, since the agreed "model," the institutional frame- 
work, the legal norms--everything is in order, everything has been set up 
in the last detail, but real life always wants innovations in a system and 
in relations. 


Question: Isn't that exactly our situation at present? 
Answer: I think it ‘s. 


Question: On one recent occasion you stated that some arrangements are 
nevertheless being revised, but tacitly, without much noise, quietly, be- 
hind the scenes. 


Answer: But there is no public action for reassessment of certain premises 
or certain practical arrangements which are on the line of the present 
"model."' We do not know enough about what is happening in practice, how 
the basic organization of associated labor is getting on, how the workers’ 
councils and delegations are doing their work, whether something should be 
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changed here, and we do not even have a particularly strong desire to as- 
certain the situation. To be sure, there is a great deal of talk, but I do 
not know that any specialized institution or team has furnished precise as- 
sessments of the situation. People are still waiting for time to show more 
clearly what we should do, especially in the economic system. 


Question: In this interview you have expressed an interesting and unusual 
judgment to the effect that management teams in work collectives do not 
have enough social power and that a political campaign against the techno- 
structures is to blame for the fact that work collectives do not have 
enough influence on economic policy. 


Answer: I do not recall that I put the thesis in exactly that sharply 
drawn form. Political factors outside work organizations have always-- 
sometimes stronger, sometimes to a milder degree--fired off critical darts 
at certain forms of behavior on the part of the so-called elite in work 
collectives. But somewhere around ‘69 the view took on ever greater 
strength that the “technostructure," along with the state, might be the 
principal social and political force which could threaten self-management, 
and even in '72 and '73 the thesis was explicitly pronounced that in Yugo- 
Slavia the technostructure has more opportunities to take very strong posi- 
tions in society, more opportunities than in certain countries of so-called 
state socialism, where it is under some control of the state and party, or 
in the capitalist countries, where it is under the control of the private 
owner. In our case--it was stated--the technocratic forces might even use 
self-management to impose themselves. 


Question: Was the fear all that justified? 


Answer: I think it wasn't. I will not say that the technostructure does 
not have the ambition to rule people. Ultimately it is in the nature of 
every managerial mechanism to rule. But it seems to me that there were 
also elements here of a struggle for dominance between the so-called bu- 
reaucratic structure and the technocratic structure. Actually our position 
is not sufficiently definite concerning this struggle, which has its phases 
of "truce," and even a phase of "alliance." One thing is clear, nothing 
can be done without the "technostructures," they are responsible for the 
job and they organize it. By adopting legal, political and certain other 
measures to halt its negative tendencies to dominate people, some of them 
successful and some of them not so successful, we have to some extent 
blocked it and frustrated it in the performance of its constructive role. 


Question: Is this also being felt in our economic situation? 


Answer: I think that some problems would not have arisen or would have 
been resolved more easily if we had found a better solution to the status 
of the "technostructure" both with respect to the bodies of self-management 
and also with respect to other factors in society. 
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Question: Recently, once again at the podium in the Croatian Assembly, in 
a debate about worrisome tendencies in foreign trade, you expressed the 
"sacrilegious" idea that we should go back to certain original principles 
of the economic reform. (I say "sacrilegious," since as soon as the eco- 
nomic reform is mentioned, the first association is with the negative 
things which it made possible or encouraged.) Why do you favor a re‘urn to 
the economic reform? Moreover, what is the point of the economic rei.rm 
today, when the Law on Associated Labor specifically insists on what che 
economic reform was aiming to achieve: resources in the hands of the di- 
rect producers? 


Answer: I am not referring to that. The economic reform also presupposed 
a stronger operation of the laws of commodity production, of the market 
economy, an opening up of Yugoslavia toward the world economy, a stronger 
influence of world economic trends on the economic life of Yugoslav society. 
In our intention to prevent the bad things that occur in commodity produc- 
tion, we have substituted for some of the torms of operation of the market 
government intervention and certain self-management accords and social com- 
pacts, but they have passed the limits which at one time were conceived to 
apply to this form of regulation of economic life, and to a certain extent 
they have displaced the very laws of commodity production. This is also 
manifested in the fact that we are inclined, as someone has said, to so- 
cialize losses and to nationalize profits. By taking away from those who 
are forging ahead, those who are most progressive, and by passing it over 
to those who have been lagging or who are lagging, we are discouraging the 
former from developing faster, and we are supporting the parasitic attitude 
of the latter. If under present conditions, with an altogether different 
overall balance of power both in political and also in economic iife than 
we had at the time of the economic reform, we were to open up more freely 
to the operation of market laws, this would have an altogether different 
effect than 15 years ago. In the final analysis it will not be possible to 
go on this way: either we will move toward a still stronger administrative 
method because of concrete problems in economic life, or we will turn to- 
ward a strengthening of the laws of the market in economic activity. There 
is no third possibility. In saying this I am quite aware that the world of 
commodity production is not any idyllic world, but a struggle, and indeed a 
war, as Boris Kraigher, who prepared the economic reform, once put it. But 
unfortunately that world will remain alive a long time yet in one form or 
another! I don't expect to see any sort of spectacular changes in our sit- 
uation; they cannot occur for a number of reasons I will not go into now. 
Probably more changes will arise and will be adopted in the system inciden- 
tal to solving the problems which cannot and must not be put off. By all 
appearances it is a moment when action speaks more than volumes of written 
words. 


Question: You do not accept the existence of taboo topics, you favor 
stronger operation of the laws of commodity production.... 
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Answer: One reason, I would say, has to do with generations, and another 
has to do with practical politics. I belong to a generation which at the 
age of 17 entered the revolution, and reached manhood and political matu- 
rity in the first years after the war and in the period of the fiercest 
conflict with the Cominform. In the struggle against Stalinism it rounded 
out its political physiognomy, and this means that ideologically it shaped 
itself on the theory of the withering away of the state, on the theory of 
separation of the party from an immediate tie-up with the political power, 
on the theory of socialist self-management, in short--on the ideology of 
democratic socialism as opposed to bureaucratic socialism. The search for 
a specific type of commodity production as a prerequisite for the develop- 
ment of self-management has always been at the center of attention. This 
is a legacy that probably will last for life. I think, then, that the 
present programmatic orientation of the LCY, expressed in the phrase "asso- 
ciated labor," is not possible without commodity production of some type. 
Of course, both theory and practice, especially our own, clearly show that 
without social guidance--not to say “mastery"--of those laws the road in- 
evitably leads toward a restoration of the capital relation. It is a ques- 
tion, then, of degree. 


Question: Hyperproduction of norms and institutions--and it seems that we 
have bogged down in them to a great extent--has raised the price of one 
kind of work: the work done by the normsetters, and it has devalued pro- 
ductive labor. It is well known that our factories are having trouble get- 
ting good and weli-trained personnel, that everyone who can goes off into 
some special-interest community or another, to all kinds of places outside 
the economy where people live better and have fewer problems. What does 
this actually mean for our working class if, as someone has said, no one is 
left in it but those "who have no other alternative"? 


Answer: Its social power gets weaker--that is quite clear. If this ten- 
dency is at all lasting, then a force will arise in society to halt it, 
since society cannot allow itself to "eat up its own substance." It can 
tolerate a certain negative tendency for a time, but then forces are always 
found to halt it. 


Question: But this moral and material discrediting of productive labor has 
lasted for quite awhile now. 


Answer: Yes, it has lasted a long time. 


Question: In one form or another you have several times remarked something 
to the effect that one cannot always state the whole truth in society. How 
does a scholar and how does a political figure--and you are both--determine 
what can be said, that is, what society can hear about itself at any par- 
ticular moment? 

Answer: This is a struggle between an awareness or an idea of the state of 
affairs which the scientist is concerned with and an almost intuitive sense 
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on the part of the homo politicus. It is certain that there is also some- 
thing called self-censorship, it acts upon every man, including me, some- 
times stronger, sometimes weaker, sometimes in the heat of some debate that 


brake is pushed to one side, and a man goes even farther than the people 
around him expect. 


7045 
CSO: 2800 
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YUGOS LAV IA 


BRIEFS 


OBITUARY ON DISCREDITED OFFICIAL--In Belgrade POLITIKA in Serbo-Croatian 
10 January 80, p 38 carries a paid obituary notice concerning Svetislav 
Stefanovic-Ceca, who is said to have died "suddenly" at the age of 70. 

In contrast to most such obituary notices, this one does not mention the 
date of death, nor is the cause of death noted. Nor are his public 
services cited: Stefanovic, a protege of Aleksandar Rankovic, had succeeded 
the latter as State Secretary for Internal Affairs and was a member of 

the Federal Executive Council in 1966 when he was ousted along with 
Rankovic and others in a mushrooming wiretapping scandal, and he never 
returned to public life. The obituary notice, which refers to the deceased 
as "beloved and warmhearted," is signed by his widow Ljubica; children 
Ratomir, Slavenka, and Ljubica; and sister Dusanka. A comparable notice 
appears in Belgrade POLITIKA in Serbo-Croatian 11 Jan 80 p 38 with addi- 
tional signers ("and other relatives") and with the additional information 
that the funeral was to take place 11 January at 1530 hours from the 
chapel in New Cemetery in Belgrade. [Editorial Report] 


cso: 2800 END 
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